
This is the really busy time 
of the year for the Club and 
of course the Committee, 
so I hope we all have an 
enjoyable time. Details 
of the Tudor Rose Club’s 
Woodworks at Daventry 
have been sent around by 
Paul . Well worth the trip!

Chris Bentley is going to demo a Table Lamp with, 
long hole boring and different spirals at the May 16 
Club Meeting , details about the Great Barn are in 
this Newsletter as well as the Seminar with Margaret 
Garrard.

Volunteers are wanted to write up  the demos by Chris 
and Margaret  . it helps to get more out of it . I must try 
and find time to make some new pieces too!
Gordon Cookson

TURNING
TALK

Darning Mushroom 
Rehearsal for 
Woodworks, 
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Dates for 
your diaries
May 12th & 13th Woodworks 2023 
Daventry

May 26th - June 2  Great Barn, Ruislip - 
Lots of Stewarding Duties needed!
Please contact Mike Bonnici.

June 25th Seminar with Margaret 
Garrard - Tickets held at  £20

August 26th - 28th  Love Food , Great 
Missenden



Or turning the years away 

4. The fallow years 2015 to Lockdown 2020

Despite this period being a time when I was unable to 
turn as much as I wanted I was able to get together at 
least twelve entries for the Turner of the Year competition 
in 2016 and to win.

My Turning 
Journey
By Peter Leach
Part four
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2016 was also a year of Wizardry in Wood and the picture 
is of the Pole Lathe Turning Competition at the show. If 
you have not been it is a must whether an experienced or 
novice turner.

Inspiration can come from some very strange places, this is a 
picture of shutters on a window in deepest Clerkenwell, London. 
The cut outs are to provide some light when the shutters are 
closed and date back to days of coal fires and candles. One day 
I’m sure there will be a finial that follows the profile on some 
hollow form or other.

No it’s not Ivory but Tagua nut which comes from Brazil and was 
used in vast quantities during the Victorian era prior to plastics 
as a substitute material for buttons, collar studs and the like. This 
little goblet is made of three bits and fell onto the floor so had to 
be repaired with a piece of wire through the stem as glue on its 
own did not work. Yes I had begun to turn small items, inspiration 
from Mr King again. The nuts are not large and usually have a void 
inside so turning anything is a challenge and small tools a must.  

Christmas tree decorations are great things to turn. They 
don’t need a lot of wood and you can try your hand at all 
sorts of shapes and designs. My entry is the bird house in 
the middle of the bottom row and is hollow and made of 
five pieces including the perch, great fun to make.
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Part  five of Peter’s journey will 
continue in next months Newsletter.

At this time I started to turn some of the logs and 

lumps of wood collected over the previous ten years. 

This is a piece of Cherry that had some natural edge 

but the split was deep and it looked likely to fall in 

half so I tried some resin with brass powder mixed 

in to hold it all together. The final result was not as 

good as hoped but at least I tried and had fun in the 

process.

Wood with a boring grain can be enhanced with a bit of decoration but my effort on the left from 2019 requires some work before I am able 

to outshine Ben’s from 2012.

It’s amazing what can be found lurking within logs in the woodpile, a pair of Spalted Beech 

hollow forms 100mm tall from the log with Blackwood collars, the log was a Christmas 

present.
Just before everything stopped in 
March 2020 I had a days tuition with 
Mark Sanger to help refine my turning 
ability to make hollow forms. This 
was one of the items made during 
the day, the lid was added a couple of 
months later and has an Ebony and 
Tagua nut finial. 
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GREAT MISSENDEN
FOOD FESTIVAL

FOR FURTHER DETAI LS GO TO www.tudor-rose-turners.co.uk

CLUBDISPLAYSand COMPETITIONS
TRADESTANDS

REFRESHMENTS - RAFFLE
DEMONSTRATIONSBYPROFESSIONALTURNERS

DAVENTRYLEISURECENTRE - NN11 4FP

Tudor Rose Woodturners

10am-4pm

FREE
PARKING

FREE
ENTRY

WOODWORKS @ DAVENTRY
Friday12th & Saturday13th May 2023

Steve
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Emma
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Rob
Till

Traders

Simon Hope

MAC Timbers

J C Safety

Jo Songa

Ashly Iles

Shenton wood craft

12 Local Woodturning

Clubs Demonstating

and

Display Stands

AWGB Show

Gallery

Power Bond

Woodart Products

Milner Woodworking

Da & De Murkin

Martin Pidgen

Planet

MWA were pleased to be back at the Great Missenden Food Festival over the Easter weekend. We arrived on a wet Thursday 
to set up and fortunately the weather held off until the Monday which was a mud bath with the organisers closing the show 
early due to concerns about the weather.  The total sales for 7 exhibitors was £1,451. Charity Sales were £60 and after club 
commission, £36.25 was added to the total for Gateway Charity, total of £96.25.
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CLUB  
COMPETITIONS 
There are two competitions each month. One is for you to make that month’s challenge,  there are two sections, 
Beginners and More experienced. The winner gets a £5 voucher, which can be used to pay their next month’s 
Meeting Fee or for the shop or books.

The other competition is for any piece of your turning that hasn’t been entered in this competition. 

April - Eggs
4 entries this month,  plus a sample of Stuart Kings work (a previous entry so not included in the competition)

Derek Pollecutt

Lee Simpson

Ken Horn - Winner

Josh Pinto

Stuart King

May’s 
Competition
- Platter
 8 to 10 inches

If you have any interesting 

wood turning stories or recently 

finished a project you are proud 

of, contact the editor and we will 

include it in a future newsletter.

Contact Josh - joshpinto67@

gmail.com

CONTENT WANTED!
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CLUB  
COMPETITIONS 

TABLE MONTHLY COMPETITIONS 2023

May 16th Platter - 8 to 10 inches

June 25th [Sunday] Candlestick

July 18th Natural edge bowl 4 to 8 inches

August 15th Small vase - 4 to 6 inches

September 19th Lidded box

October 17th Thin stemed goblet - 6 inches

November 21st Gavel

December 12th Christmas tree decoration

The items are judged in various ways and the points added up for the best 
10 month’s entries. The winner is awarded the Turner of the Year trophy, 
The Alan Spargo Shield, which is named after one of the founders of the 
Club. The idea is to encourage members to bring in a piece each month.

There is also the Graddage Trophy awarded at the Annual Seminar Day. 
This is for a piece made in the previous year.

So whatever your skill, no matter what you have made, please bring it to 
the club meetings. The Table competition pieces are listed below.

April - Easter Eggs
Competition winner - Ken Horn

FOR SALE 

Arundel J4 Junior complete with the maker’s stand so quite substantial & heavy. There is a 
selection of accessories, tool rests, etc. also for disposal. Finally there is a separate unit, a 
combined motor-driven grindstone and water stone for tool sharpening.

The items are located in Eastcote and I’m seeking a good home for the tools.

If you are interested in the items on offer, please contact myself ( joshpinto67@gmail.com) or 
Mike  (michael.bonnici@gmail.com)



This months demonstration was due to 
be from Robert Sorby but unfortunately 
they had to cancel, so we were fortunate 
to have our very own Peter Leach pick up 
where he left of after the club workshop 
and go in depth into Thread Chasing. 
The demonstration started with suitable 
wood types and tools to use, followed by 
Peters tips for creating threads.
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HAND CHASING THREADS
PART TWO

A Selection of Box Wood for 
practicing chasing threads

Preparing for cutting the thread. 
Chamfer and recess are cut first.

The threads are now forming, 
Slow lathe speed is important for 
cutting the threads, 350 to 400 
rpm is recomended



MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2023

May 16th  Chris Bentley

June 20th No meeting

June 25th Seminar - Margaret Garrard

July 18th  TBA

August 15th Kevin Hutson

September 19th Workshop

October 17th Ben Dick

November 21st AGM

December 19th Christmas Party
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MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2023

January 17th Chris Bentley

February 21st TBA

March 21st Workshop

April 18th Robert Sorby

May 16th  Workshop

June 20th No meeting

June 25th Seminar - Margaret Garrard

July 18th  TBA

August 15th Kevin Hutson

September 19th Workshop

October 17th Ben Dick

November 21st AGM

TBC Christmas Party

I have been to see the equipment for sale and the condition is very 
good, he also has a full extraction system and various woodworking 
tools, planes, chop saw etc also for sale. The workshop is located in 
Bedfont (near Heathrow) Please contact Alan if interested.

Poolewood 1000 lathe 12” throw £300 variable speed (with bench)
Various size interchangeable chucks for lathe, price to be agreed
Delta Scroll Saw £100, Hegner Multicut 2 Scroll Saw £150
Contact - Alan Feltz - 07787561767
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