
TURNING
TALK

The Fourth Headstone Cubs 
were guests to the Middlesex 
Woodturners club meeting, The 
Cub members were excited to 
learn about this art form, which 
involves using a lathe to shape 
and carve wood into various 
forms and designs. During 
the visit, the Cub members 
were able to observe several 
demonstrations of woodturning 
techniques.

Fourth Headstone 
Cub visit
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I was sorry to miss Chris 
Bentley’s excellent January 
demo on hollows, which 
I like making. There was 
a great selection of bowls 
for the January Monthly 
Challenge and Bud Vases 
in February . I do hope the 
numbers will stay up so we 

can see what you have been making. The challenge for 
the March meeting is an Apple or a Pear.  
 
It was great to see the Cub Scouts at the February Meeting 
and I know we gave them an interesting and enjoyable 
time - please see my article below.
 
I thoroughly agree with Peter Leach’s advice last 
month  that you should watch DVDs and websites of the 
recognised turning instructors rather than YouTube, as 
there’s an awful lot of very dangerous stuff there. The 

Library DVDs are on our website. I found one You Tube 
on Bud Vases that had burning and clearing excess bits 
while shavings and sawdust were under the lathe.This 
is dangerous because embers can fall and cause a nasty 
fire. I left a Warning comment !
 
I would encourage you to join in when we  are at the 
various exhibitions during the year. The first one is over 
the Easter weekend at the Love Food Event at Great 
Missenden  HP16 9AE.  Please read the important item 
below.
 
Please feel free to contact me or any Committee Member  
if you would like to discuss any aspects of MWA. We are  
always open to suggestions as to how we can improve 
what we offer to our members

Gordon Cookson



MAKE IT IN MARCH COMPETITION 2023

Inspiring the maker in you

This year, Axminster’s ever-popular Make 
It In March competition will be looking at 
woodworking pieces that combine both 
function and aesthetics. We invite you, our 
makers, to create something this month 
and submit it as an entry for your chance to 
win an Axminster Tools Gift Card up to the 
value of £500!

Born out of the desire to highlight the pieces 
you’ve created and to inspire others to get 
hands on, whatever their interests, space, 
and skill level, this is your time to shine. 
We look forward to seeing your entries and 
what you’ve been working on recently.

How to enter

Show us what project you have completed 
this March by sharing your photo on 
Instagram or uploading below, using the 
hashtag of your chosen category. We will 
ask for your name and email address but 
this will not be shared.

Visit

https://www.axminstertools.com/
ideas-advice/make-it-in-march-
competition-2023/

For more information

Or turning the years away 

1. 2.The interim years 2010 and 2011

With new found confidence I started to try 

thinner and more interesting things. The 
picture is of two larger dish shaped bowls 
that went wrong. The left hand one was used 
to try the addition of inserts, Stickware in 
this case, and also practising using a Dremel 
for decorating work as the rim was turned to 
around 3mm thick. The right hand bowl was 
a mistake, not following the outside profile 
and going too thin at one point and ending 
up with a large hole and two pieces.

My Turning 
Journey
By Peter Leach
Part two

www.middxturners.com

However, encouraged by Ralph Pooley and a 
couple of others in the club I continued with 
the bowl turning and was beginning to really 
enjoy it, turning bowls such as this salad 
bowl which I sold at Great Missenden in 2010. 
I was now buying prepared blanks, like the 
one for the salad bowl, but was still on the 
lookout for free timber whenever possible. 

Woodworking Wisdom

How to watch Woodworking Wisdom
Axminster bring you live sessions over 

on their YouTube channel every Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday at 3pm UK time.

 Simply subscribe to their YouTube channel 
and never miss a video. Can’t make the live 
stream? Don’t worry, they’ll be available on 
their YouTube channel to watch whenever 

you like!

www.youtube.com/c/axminster

www.axminstertools.com

Platters and better shaped bowls were also a part of the repertoire which was being driven by 
the need to produce better turned items for the shows. Reclaimed wood was still a big source 
of material at this time, the platter came from benches in one of the changing rooms at Harrow 
School and the horn shaped bowl was wood being discarded by a chainsaw artist. For free 
wood you need to keep eyes and ears open all the time.
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Boxes with easy fitting lids were a part of the 
learning process along with making Christmas 
presents. The Tazza was inspired by Giancarlo 
Giuffardi, whose work is always an inspiration, 
my sister uses it for fruit.
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Are pleased to be supporting the 
Harrow Gateway as our chosen 
charity for 2023. All money raised 
from small items and a percentage 
of event sales go to charity. The club 
recently donated £219.00 towards 
their activities. 

I was also making little items for the shows as 
turning time had become limited due to work 
commitments, but there is always time to have 
fun with different woods. Both items were 
inspired by the items on display at the shows the 
club was attending in the summer months.

A typical array of items by club members at a Great Missenden show, and if that’s not a 
challenge for those starting out I don’t know what is. There is no greater thrill than that of 
selling an item you have made to a complete stranger who just likes what you have made.

Using different coloured woods in 
my turning took on a whole new 
meaning after a couple of articles in 
Woodturning magazine. One by Stuart 
King about Tunbridge Ware and the 
other by David Springett on how to 
make it. These little pill boxes are from 
the early days when I was open to all 
sorts of influences in my turning.

Harrow Gateway is a small charity 
based in North West London providing 
social events, sports activities, clubs, 
outings and trips for adults with 
learning disabilities.

Harrow Gateway  is run entirely by 
volunteers, people who give up their 
time to provide a fun and engaging 
environment for people with 
disabilities. 

This was a letter from the Gateway

Hello Paul,

On behalf of everyone at Harrow 
Gateway I’d like to thank you for your 
generous donation to the charity.

We’ve recently started running 
outings for our members to see 
performances at Harrow Arts Centre 
and these trips have been very 
successful. We subsidise the tickets 
so your donation will go towards 
these popular outings.

Please thank all members of the 
Middlesex Woodturners Association 
for their generosity.

Regards
Sue
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Part three of Peter’s journey will 
continue in next months Newsletter.

Dates for 
your diaries
April  7th - 10th  Love Food 
Event Great Missenden

May 12th & 13th Woodworks 
2023 Daventry

Help needed to make a Child’s 
Rocking Chair for the Inter-Club 
Competition. Please contact the 
Committee if you can help.

May 26th - June 2  Great Barn, 
Ruislip 

June 25th Seminar with 
Margaret Garrard

If you have any interesting wood turning 
stories or recently finished a project you 
are proud of, contact the editor and we 
will include it in a future newsletter.

Contact Josh - joshpinto67@gmail.com

CONTENT WANTED!

Two examples of early little boxes with hand chased threads, something that I have returned to 
since Covid and enforced staying at home due to the lockdown.

Someone offered me some offcuts of Wenge from the fitting of a new kitchen, there was more 
than enough to try my hand at making a small side table. I was able to explore routing on the 
lathe with some success and also turning something of a large diameter, the top was between 
430 and 450mm diameter when finished.

Technical Specifications to Consider When Choosing a Lathe:
Distance between centers: This is the distance between the drive or spur 
center on the headstock and the rotating live center in the tailstock when 
the tailstock has been moved away from the headstock as far as it will safe-
ly go. It tells you the maximum length of stock that can be turned on that 
lathe. So a mini lathe with a distance between centers of 18” can accommo-
date stock 18” long and shorter. That’s not going to work for you if you want 
to be able to turn table legs, which typically are 28” to 30” long. In that case, 
you’d either want to look at a larger lathe or see whether a bed extension is 
available for the mini lathe to increase the distance between centers. But for 
turning smaller projects like pens, a mini lathe is a perfect size.

Swing over the bed: This is twice the distance from the tip of the drive or 
spur center down to the lathe bed. It tells you the maximum diameter that 
can be turned on that lathe – for example, a mini lathe with a 10” swing 
can accommodate a blank with a 10” (or just less than 10”) diameter at its 
widest point. If you want to turn large-scale plates or bowls, you’ll need a 

bigger lathe, but for small bowls and candy dishes, the mini lathe will work 
just fine.

Speed: First, what’s the lathe’s range of speeds? If you plan to turn large-
diameter pieces, you want a lathe that can be set to a slow speed for safety 
reasons. That’s because, at a given rpm setting, the outside edge of a big 
blank is traveling much faster than the lathe spindle. If the blank is spinning 
too fast, there’s increased risk of vibration and the chance that the blank 
might fly off. Second, is it a fixed-speed or variable-speed lathe? Fixed-
speed lathes offer a set number of speeds that typically are achieved by ad-
justing the position of a drive belt on sets of graduated pulleys attached to 
the motor and the spindle. Variable-speed lathes allow for a wider range of 
adjustment within given speed ranges, and adjustments are easier to make, 
because they typically will have a dial that can change the lathe’s speed 
instantly and incrementally.

Horsepower: A 1/2hp motor is adequate for a mini lathe and smaller turning 
projects. Midsize lathes will range from 3/4hp to 1-1/2hp, and larger lathes 
will range from 1-1/2hp on up. They’ll have ample power for turning heavier 
bowl or leg blanks and large platters.

Once you’ve decided on a lathe, you’ll want to make note of two other de-
tails: the headstock and tailstock spindles’ Morse taper and the size and 
number of teeth per inch (TPI) of the headstock spindle. Knowing these 
tech specs is important when buying such accessories as pen mandrels and 
four-jaw chucks for your lathe. Lathes typically have a No. 1 or No. 2 Morse 
taper (noted as MT-1 and MT-2), with MT-2 being most common. Common 
headstock spindle sizes are 3/4” x 16TPI, 1” x 8TPI and 1-1/4” x 8TPI.

LEARN THE PARTS OF A LATHE
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We were approached by Alison Vallance, Cub 
Leader  of the Fourth Headstone Cubs, as to 
whether the group of about 28 to 30 Cub Scouts 
aged 8 1/2 to 10 could come and see what we 
do as they were going to do their Do It Yourself 
Badge soon. After some discussion and the 
important exchange of Risk Assessments, we 
agreed to an evening to Introduce the Cubs to 
what we do and Woodworking in general.

The detailed plans we made were nearly 
disrupted by heavy traffic in several directions with one presenter arriving with minutes to spare, but we 
managed with some very speedy set ups. This meant that sadly the presenters didn’t get a chance to see 
the other displays.

The Cubs were well briefed outside the Home Guard Club and were very well behaved and asked lots of 
questions as they were encouraged to do. They were a credit to their Cub Group and the Scout movement.

The Cubs were split up into seven groups of usually 
4 Cubs with a supportive Adult and had 10 minutes 
at each display. The timing was well organised by 
Paul Burke  with a warning sound at 9 minutes and a 
different one at ten minutes.

The Table Displays spread around the room were :

Safety and Basic tool kit by David, Beginners Turned 
items and his current items from Peter, Types of wood 
and Shaker Boxes from Mike together with two guitars 

made by Josh, African/Caribbean Turning and Sculpture all made by Gorden, Antique Wooden Objects 
from Stuart and the Critique pieces for the second half of the evening by myself as well as pieces to interest 
the youngsters.

Photos of the displays are in this article and none were taken of the Cubs for 
privacy reasons.

The Cubs were told by Alison that touching of exhibits was only allowed with the 
permission of each Presenter and certainly from my experience they were very 
good at asking if they could touch items. 

The Turning demo was by Mike, who was in 
production turning mode, and managed to make a 
spinning top for nearly every Cub in each 10 minute 
slot. He was egged on to make enough tops by Phil, 
who also commented on what Mike was doing, 
answered questions and demonstrated how to spin the tops. It is difficult to 
turn behind a safety screen, say what you are doing and answer questions all 
at the same time in a 10 minute slot !

VISIT BY
FOURTH HEADSTONE CUBS
By Gordon Cookson
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Thanks to Paul Burke, Ben Dick, Peter Leach and Derek Pollecutt 
there were a large number of spinning tops for all the Cubs and the 
Adults. The extras will go with our Charity sales at Exhibitions.

The Competition, Raffle and Treasurer’s Tables were in their 
normal place with Paul and Peter Russell collecting Members’  
Meeting Fees and Raffle money.

In our enthusiasm the six table displays and a turning demo were 
unfortunately a bit tiring and too much to see and hear about for 
some of the Cubs , especially the youngest ones.

During my feedback conversation with Alison, she expressed her 
thanks several times for all our efforts and how much the Cubs, 
Leaders and Parents had enjoyed our interesting Displays. She 
also thanked the Members who had made the extra Tops so that 
everybody had one including the adults.

The Cubs particularly enjoyed seeing Mike making the spinning 
tops with Phil’s  commentary on what Mike was doing and also 
the different woods used by Peter L as some of them related to the 
names of their classrooms.

As it was the first time for their Cub group  to do anything like our visit and indeed a first for us too, we 
discussed possible refinements for the future. These endorsed Ben’s feedback as a retired Scout and 
Boy Scout leader. For older groups there should be some hands on experience, subject to more risk 
assessments, parental consent and insurance considerations.  We will be discussing these in Committee.
Alison said that she hoped one of the fathers, a carpenter, would lead the DIY Badge with the Cubs making 
Bird Boxes. She reckoned  that not many Cub groups might do the DIY Badge because of a diminishing  
knowledge of DIY in the Leaders or Parents these days.

A Table for Wood that the Cub Scouts could take away for their DIY projects was 
vetoed  by Alison on H&S grounds.

My thanks also to everybody who made the evening such a success.

It was great to see the Members that came for the interesting Displays and join 
in with the Critique session. This was after the Cubs had left and a well earned 
Coffee and Tea break and reported on separately in this Newsletter.



After the successful Cub Scout visit, Gordon 
ran his interesting and useful session on giving 
a Critique on a wide variety of different pieces. 
This was based on his detailed trailer in the 
January Newsletter, which somehow he forgot 
to mention ! 

The selection was to interest the Cubs earlier, 
and members later, including RPTs and 
beginners - hence the large number on show 
and not knowing how long each could take. Two 
big items were left in the car due to his delayed 
arrival by heavy traffic !

The Cubs were encouraged first to look closely at a piece made in a big hurry by him that had lots of things that 
could be better and then he told them how it could be better.

They liked quite a variety of pieces. The traction engine was most popular with Gordon saying it looks complicated 
but like other  big problems, take it step by step and you get there. 

When it came to the Members session, we looked at a variety of pieces all of which had a different facet to think 
about. They often had a story behind them, which added to the evening. They gave ideas to a range of members’ 
abilities.

His pieces brought out that views can differ depending on taste, usage of the piece, experience of the turner, 
what the turner was trying to do, including a personal challenge or experiment, differing ways of making things, 
context of the making, where bought,date made.

More interesting background on some of the pieces was  given by Stuart King, Phil Jones and Peter Leach.

One piece  we didn’t look at was a lovely hollow of a burr, which Gordon reckoned was too heavy for his taste, 
because it was not hollowed out enough.

It was a great pity that we ran out of time to look 
more closely at the surprise pieces made by 
Cindy Drozda and Bert Marsh. They had been in 
boxes until the end.

My only comment was that each piece should 
have been formally handed around after the 
comments were made to everybody so they 
could see the effect of the points made. Gordon 
tells me that at the Cheam club they set up their 
camera so everybody could see the piece while 

it was being commented on. A good idea but we had enough to do for a first time visit by the Cub Scouts !   

I hear that Gordon’s fame is spreading and he is booked for the North London club after a talk on Bandsaws by 
Brian Tidmarsh on July 19th !  So if you missed our session, you might like to go and support them there.

 Mike Bonnici
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CRITIQUE
YOU CAN BE THE JUDGE
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Our first exhibition is over Easter at the Love Food event at Great 
Missenden, HP16 9AE and I know I have forgotten the detail of 
how to complete the latest version of the Stock Sheet and maybe 
you too. Therefore, to remind you, Paul is going to send a copy 
of the latest form, filling in guidance , along with how to record 
sales and the daily Takings sheet ,and use of the Sum Up card 
reader to Exhibitors and Stewards. They will also be available at 
the venue to help you on your stewarding days.

Paul also hopes to run a Zoom session for all the Exhibitors and 
Stewards explaining all this when you can ask questions.

If your Stock Sheet is not completed correctly, you will be asked 
to complete a fresh one at the venue. Please do follow all the 
guidance as it makes your daily on site reconciliation of cash and 
card takings with Members’ sales so much easier and less time 
consuming. Last year Paul had to spend far too long sorting out 
problems caused by inappropriate forms and the incomplete 
recording of a sale.

As it is totally unreasonable for Paul to be there every day as he 

did last year while updating the system to account for card sales, 
in future Stewards will be expected to record sales, use the card 
reader and reconcile the takings each day.

We must also manage the hand over from one day to the next 
by one person bringing a small float each day and that person 
taking home the cash takings and giving them to Paul as 
Treasurer usually on Pick Up day. The Sum Up machine will be 
hidden overnight.

All Exhibitors are expected to Steward on day(s) other than Pick 
up day.

New exhibitors , stewards and demonstrators are welcome to 
join the regulars , who will help you if you need it.

Looking forward to a successful show.

Gordon Cookson on behalf of the Committee

EXHIBITION
NEW PROCEDURES

CLUB  
COMPETITIONS 
There are two competitions each month . One is for you to make that month’s challenge,  there are two sections, 
Beginners and More experienced. The winner gets a £5 voucher, which can be used to pay their next month’s 
Meeting Fee or for the shop or books.

The other competition is for any piece of your turning that hasn’t been entered in this competition. 

February - Bud Vases
11 entries this month,  please keep up the 
good work! The standards are getting better 
and it’s good to see work from beginners and 
experienced turners alike.

Due to the chaotic format of February’s meeting 
we were not able to get everyone’s name against 
the items entered, we are sorry for this and have 
elected Peter to make sure we are able to credit 
people for their work.

Let’s see your Apples and Pears at March’s 
Meeting.

March Workshop
There will be demonstrations on Thread Turning, How 
to make Eggs and a master class in Tool Sharpening.
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CLUB  
COMPETITIONS 

March’s 
Competition
Apples & 
Pears 
A basic guide to get you started.

  Woodworking Wisdom - Fruit 
Turning With Colwin Way

  https://www.youtube.com/live/
zd_Pms7TnMw?

TABLE MONTHLY COMPETITIONS 2023

March 21st Apple/pear

April 18th Easter egg

May 16th Platter - 8 to 10 inches

June 25th [Sunday] Candlestick

July 18th Natural edge bowl 4 to 8 inches

The items are judged in various ways and the points added up for the best 10 
months’ entries. The winner is awarded the Turner of the Year trophy, The Alan 
Spargo Shield, which is named after one of the founders of the Club. The idea is 
to encourage members to bring in a piece each month .

There is also the Graddage Trophy awarded at the Annual Seminar Day . This is 
for a piece made in the previous year .

So whatever your skill, no matter what you have made, please bring it to the club 
meetings. The Table competition pieces are listed below.



Woodturning CONNECT 2023, biennial exhibition & competitions, 18th October, judging day, and private view reception. 
19th October, public viewing and purchasing day, FREE ENTRY, ticketing available through Eventbrite (available soon).
 
2023 applications are now open!
 
To differentiate between the four yearly Wizardry in Wood Exhibition / Competitions, and the Biennial Competitions which 
are happening this year, the new title is, ‘Woodturning CONNECT 2023’, and I attach a press release which explains a bit 
more about the changes in the competitions for this year. 
 
Further information and online entry forms are available on the website: https://turnersco.com/turning-
competitions-2023/
 
Please note the deadline for registering your entry is 18th September, no piece will be accepted on the day without prior 
registration.  Please enter online, or via email, (not post).
 
We really do hope you enter this year, and get your work seen in London, and importantly by curators from the V&A 
museum in London….. you just never know! There are 10 competitions to choose from, so there will definitely be one for 
you!
 
Look forward to welcoming you to the competitions and seeing your work at Pewterer’s Hall in October.

......................

Woodturning CONNECT 2023
Biennial Exhibition & Competitions

When: Judging on 18th October (private view in the evening), public viewing on Thursday 19th October
Where: Pewterers’ Hall, Oak Lane, London EC2V 7DE
Call for Entries! Deadline Monday 18th September 2023

The Worshipful Company of Turners’ biennial turning competitions are well established in the City and Craft
calendar. Use our next one to CONNECT with a London audience and potential buyers to get your name known.
Fresh opportunities in 2023 include a new category ‘Master’s Exhibition’, which is by invitation only. Through
the theme, ‘Coronation’, it will showcase the finest elite woodturning in the UK. Curators from the V&A museum
in London will be making a ‘choice’ award from this collection.

Try something new, by merging pewter, leather or both into your woodturning. The ‘Master’s Mixed Media
Competition’, not only gives turners the chance to mix wood with pewter and leather, but also to work on a
project and CONNECT with other skilled craftspeople. Contact Becca at assistantclerk@turnersco.com, and she
will make enquiries through the Livery Companies if you wish to work with a pewterer or leatherworker.
There’s also the opportunity for you to sell your work to those who are passionate about shopping for beautiful,
unique handmade woodturned pieces. At the competitions, we are giving the purchaser the chance to CONNECT
with you, the maker and perhaps commission their own special piece.

Details of the 10 competitions are described at: www.turnersco.com, and online entry forms are now available.
Please ensure your entry form has been submitted before Monday 18th September 2023 as forms received after
this date will not be accepted. No entry will be accepted without prior registration.
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MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2023

March 21st Workshop

April 18th Robert Sorby

May 16th  Workshop

June 20th No meeting

June 25th Seminar - Margaret Garrard

July 18th  TBA

August 15th Kevin Hutson

September 19th Workshop

October 17th Ben Dick

November 21st AGM

December 19th Christmas Party

Middlesex Woodturners Association

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke 
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach
Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto

Webmaster: Tony Champion
Committee Members:
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
Peter Russell
David Wilks
Josh Pinto

I have been to see the equipment for sale and the condition is very 
good, he also has a full extraction system and various woodworking 
tools, planes, chop saw etc also for sale. The workshop is located in 
Bedfont (near Heathrow) Please contact Alan if interested.

Poolewood 1000 lathe 12” throw £300 variable speed (with bench)
Various size interchangeable chucks for lathe, price to be agreed
Delta Scroll Saw £100, Hegner Multicut 2 Scroll Saw £150
Contact - Alan Feltz - 07787 561767

FOR SALE 


