
Many thanks to Margaret 
Garrard for another great 
Seminar and to David Wilks and 
his wife for giving her overnight 
accommodation.

Our July 18 meeting will be with 
Robert Sorby showing some of 
their tools.

Our next event is the Love Food Event over the Bank Holiday 
August 26 - 28. Let’s see some new exhibitors , demonstrators 
and stewards. It is a fun day out for the family and if you are 
part of the club’s participation, you get in free!

I very much hope that members will come forward, as the 
club’s year end is  fast approaching at September 30th, to be 
our next auditor and consider joining the Committee to spread 
the work load now and in the future.

Gordon Cookson

TURNING
TALK

Beautiful hand-
turned & hand-
finished works with 
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Dates for 
your diaries
August 26th to 28th - Love Food , Great 
Missenden

October 29th -  SAW Open Day at Mytchett 

October 18th & 19th -  Woodturning Connect 
2023 - See MWA January 2023 Newsletter for 
details

Margaret Garrard
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MWA SEMINAR
The Annual MWA Seminar was a highly successful 
event with a return visit by Margaret Garrard with 
her expertise and engaging teaching style. She 
showcased a variety of woodturning techniques 
and captivated the audience. We had the privilege 
of witnessing the artistry and skill required to 
transform a simple piece of wood into a beautiful 
and functional object. Margaret’s demonstration 
inspired and motivated woodturners to further 
hone their craft. Peter Leach has produced a 
wonderful detailed report below.

We were treated to a day filled with educational 
and enjoyable activities. Peter Russell expertly ran 
an exciting raffle, with generous prizes donated by 
various members.

The Fish & Chip lunch provided an opportunity to 
socialise and connect with fellow woodturners. 

This well-organized lunch break by Paul Burke 
allowed everyone to recharge and share their 
experiences and knowledge.

Thanks to everyone involved in making the day a 
success.

It was great to see former long-time members 
Eddie and Mary Morgan again having made the 
trip all the way from Somerset to catch up with old 
friends

Here are some of the pieces of work by our members 
and visitors on display.

Miniature furniture display with pieces made by Stuart King and Len Hodges. 
All metal fittings were hand made.

Fish & Chips

Childs rocking chair from the Daventry 
Show competition. 
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Margaret Garrard’s display table



Margaret explaining what Therming is during her introduction and the picture on the right is from 
Wikipedia when asked for a description of Therming.

She ran through the method of assembly, sandwiching the blocks of wood to be turned between two face 
plates of plywood with captive bolts on the centre points of the blocks to hold them in place. She used a 
Velcro strap and wedge blocks to square everything up before putting a screw into each block at headstock 
and tailstock ends. The right hand picture is the assembly for use with a chucking recess. The other assembly 
has a faceplate for use on her lathe at home.
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MWA SEMINAR
Margaret Garrard

Middlesex Woodturners welcome Margaret Garrard 
to this year’s seminar. Throughout the morning, 
Margaret demonstrated therming, a technique used 
by woodturners to simultaneously create multiple 
copies of spindles and table legs. Often described as 
off-centre spindle turning, therming is also known as 
drum turning and barrel turning. During the afternoon 
she showed us painting, texturing and piercing used in 
her award-winning pieces.



The profile of the vase she was working towards and the first cuts with a parting tool to establish 
the top and bottom of the vase and the shoulder. In order to get the correct profile Margaret was 
measuring the amount of wood removed from the face of each block and not what was left as you 
would normally do for spindle turning.

Working towards the profile on the left and nearly there but needing to re-establish the line of the 
shoulder to get the exact shape.

Checking with the cardboard profile cut from her original design, it’s not exact but as all four 
pieces are the same it doesn’t mater and with a little bit of cleaning up that was the first side 
done.
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One, two and three sides sorted from other demonstrations and on the lathe bed a four sided 
piece. A perfect Blue Peter moment “the one prepared earlier”.

Between centres to turn a spigot for the chuck and parting off the waste once in the chuck

Despite Margaret’s accuracy the top was a little off on the left. This could well be the result of the 
piece having been turned on different lathes at different demonstrations. When the tail centre is 
brought into place by offsetting the piece in the chuck very slightly she was able to square things 
up.
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Squared up and the top cleaned up with a slight dish to centralise the drill bit, the pencil line 
shows how well centred everything now is.

A 20mm drill bit in action and ready for hollowing to reduce the bulk of the piece.

Margaret used a few different tools for the hollowing including a long thin carbide tipped tool and 
then rounded off the top with a spindle gouge.

www.middxturners.com



Margaret explaining what Therming is during her introduction and the picture on the right is from 
Wikipedia when asked for a description of Therming.

Margaret explaining what Therming is during her introduction and the picture on the right is from 
Wikipedia when asked for a description of Therming.

Margaret explaining what Therming is during her introduction and the picture on the right is from 
Wikipedia when asked for a description of Therming.

www.middxturners.com

Sizing the spigot for reverse chucking and finishing the base of the vase leaving it slightly dished 
but with a small flat rim, just about visible in the picture at the bottom edge.

The vase parted off and with the finial now ready for a finish. [Because the pip was left on the base 
from parting off the vase is sitting on a wooden ring]

Using a fine burr to produce just one texture on another vase which has had the sides marked off 
in panels with a narrow masking tape, readily available from craft shops at reasonable prices. The 
beauty of the tape is that it is slightly stretchy, making it ideal for the curved corners of the vase.
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Five previous vases with differing finishes using texturing and paint. The subject of finishes is huge and Margaret 
gave a very brief idea of how to use a micro drill and some of the cutters available as well as the use of tubes of 
acrylic paint to achieve different effects.

Margaret used bowl gouges for nearly all the turning during the day as the thicker shafts of the tools reduce 
the vibration when working a long way over the tool rest, particularly with the Therming. The back edge of 
the bevel is removed so that she can take sweeping cuts and not worry about bruising or marking the wood 
with the back edge of the bevel. She did not know the exact angle except that it is just right for her. The one 
exception is the swept back grind of the top gouge used for finishing sheer cuts on the bowl in the afternoon. 

Fixing a faceplate ring to a blank of Sycamore for the afternoon session of turning and decorating 
a thin walled bowl and on the right the blank held in the jaws of the chuck. Sycamore is used 
because it’s light in colour, with even, fine grain and a close texture.
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The edge of the blank cleaned up and the size of the spigot for the chuck marked.

Margaret’s preferred push cuts give fine ribbon like shavings and are less aggressive than pull cuts 
especially where finish is everything. The completed profile and spigot done. 

Margaret has a special ring centre that fits over the tail centre that leaves a mark on the underside 
of the foot as highlighted on the foot of a finished bowl. This is to centralise the bowl when 
reversed on to a jam chuck to complete the tidying up of the foot and is disguised as the inside 
edge of the bead.
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Such a simple thing but it makes the completing of the foot a lot easier and more consistent. 
Starting the turning of the bowl, steady gentle even cuts, even though she was under time 
constraints Margaret did not rush this part.

The calipers are set for 2mm and on the right the section above the line is spot on.

When the wood is as thin as 2mm it needs to be given support with the fingers of the left hand 
resting behind on the wood and the thumb used as a fulcrum for the gouge to pivot against. 
Nearly finished in the right-hand picture. 
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Almost overdone. In fairness we were racing towards the afternoon tea break.

After tea Margaret explained that she can find inspiration from all sorts of strange places, even the 
flower pot in the Ladies or a song about tragedy in love. The flower vase is four sided, perhaps a 
future Therming project. We shall just have to wait and see.

Two finished items, a thin rimmed platter and a thin walled bowl, both with piercing to highlight 
the painted designs.
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A small bowl prepared earlier with the design drawn out directly on the bowl, of Oak leaves and 
three acorns to be coloured in with autumnal colours. Having peeled away the film from one leaf 
she begins to add base colour to the design.

Further away for a gentle effect and in close for darker colour or to add highlights like the veins in 
the leaves.

Shading in with a darker green and adding a touch of yellow for that autumnal effect.
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Adding shadow lines and removing the film to start on the acorns

A bit more orange and a bit more shading

The big reveal as the film is pealed away, not quite finished as the acorn cups need a bit of 
pyrography to complete them. The next stage for us is to start the piercing. The line at the top 
edge of the bowl is the margin to be left untouched.
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Just the start of the piercing showing the need to maintain an even margin around the painted 
design and to try not to make the holes too regular.
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Sadly Don passed away on 4th June. His family were with him at the time and he was at home as he 
wanted.

He enjoyed the Woodturners meetings very much.

Remembering Don



The week from Friday 22 May to Friday 2 June saw the 
club demonstrating, displaying and selling items at the 
Great Barn in Ruslip.

The event, hosted by Hillingdon Combined Arts is an 
annual event show casing the work of various art groups 
in the borough. The displays included painting, ceramics, 
glasswork, textiles, greeting cards and of course turned 
wooden objects.

The event was formally opened on Friday evening by 
“The Worshipful the Mayor of Hillingdon” Cllr Shehryar 
Ahmad-Wallana accompanied by his daughter Tooba 

Khulat Wallana (joint Mayoress) 

The Mayor and his party visited every group and made a 
point of speaking with every contributor and paid special 
attention to the work and representatives of the Girl 
Guides before drawing the raffle. 
Also on the Friday evening Clare Zammit, artist and head 
of the Heath Robinson Museum in Pinner, examined all 
the displays and selected the “best items on show” 

A bowl with a green resin inlay made by Giancarlo 
Ciuffardi was judged as highly commended and was one 
of the first items bought on the Saturday. 
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The Great Barn 
2023
The Great Barn at Manor Farm, Ruislip
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The Club put on a good and varied display of work which 
was much admired by the visitors to the event, the sale of 
items was best described as sporadic across the week  as 

was the attendance of the public and the demonstrations 
were enjoyed by those who watched them. Our sales 
managed to reach £1,200

Stewarding and Demonstrating was thanks to the efforts 
of Peter Russell, Paul Burke, Tony Champion, Giancarlo 

Ciuffardi, Gordon Cookson, Ben Dick, Peter Leach, Mike 
Mansfield, Derek Pollecutt, David Wilks and Mike Bonnici. 

BANDSAWS AND CRITIQUE
WEDNESDAY JULY 19 for the North London Woodturners 

19:30 – 21:30  Arkley Village Hall, Brickfield Lane,  Barnet EN5 3LD ( off the A1 )

Brian Tidmarsh, MWA Member and Secretary of the North London Group, is giving a Talk on the safe use 
and error problems with Bandsaws and I will be doing a version of my Critique session that evening. 
There will be some extra pieces to the ones I showed after our Cub Scout visit in February.

It would be great to see some MWA members there.



Middlesex Woodturners were invited back to this years Summer Fair at St. Alban’s Church, North Harrow. 
Peter Russell and Derek Pollecutt set up a nice display and total sales for the day were around £300.00. 
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ST ALBAN’S CHURCH
NORTH HARROW

FOR SALE 

Arundel J4 Junior complete with the 
maker’s stand so quite substantial 
& heavy. There is a selection of 
accessories, tool rests, etc. also for 
disposal. Finally there is a separate 
unit, a combined motor-driven 
grindstone and water stone for tool 
sharpening.

The items are located in Eastcote and 
I’m seeking a good home for the tools.

If you are interested in the items on offer, please contact myself ( joshpinto67@gmail.com) or Mike  (michael.bonnici@gmail.com)
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CLUB  
COMPETITIONS 

Table Monthly Competitions 2023

July 18th Natural edge bowl 4 to 8 inches

August 15th Small vase - 4 to 6 inches

September 19th Lidded box

October 17th Thin-stemmed goblet - 6 inches

November 21st Gavel

December 19th Christmas tree decoration

The items are judged in various ways and the points added up for the best 10 
month’s entries. The winner is awarded the Turner of the Year trophy, The Alan 
Spargo Shield, which is named after one of the founders of the Club. The idea is 
to encourage members to bring in a piece each month.

So whatever your skill, no matter what you have made, please bring it to the club 
meetings. The Table competition pieces are listed below.

July’s Competition
- Natural edge bowl 4 to 8 
inches

The Graddage Trophy was judged by Margaret Garrard 
and the winner this year was a tie between Peter Leach’s 
stick work boxes and Peter Russell’s clown clock, all of 
the items entered were well received by Margaret, who 
found the judging very difficult.  

Robert Sorby will be demonstrating some of their tools 
at the July meeting, with hands on sessions as well as 
plenty of items to purchase.



Middlesex Turners - Programme 2023

July 18th  Robert Sorby

August 15th Kevin Hutson

September 19th Workshop

October 17th Paul Hannaby

November 21st AGM

December 19th Christmas Party
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President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke 
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach
Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto

Committee Members:
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Mike Wood
Peter Russell
David Wilks
Josh Pinto
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MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2023

January 17th Chris Bentley

February 21st TBA

March 21st Workshop

April 18th Robert Sorby

May 16th  Workshop

June 20th No meeting

June 25th Seminar - Margaret Garrard

July 18th  TBA

August 15th Kevin Hutson

September 19th Workshop

October 17th Ben Dick

November 21st AGM

TBC Christmas Party

I have been to see the equipment for sale and the condition is very 
good, he also has a full extraction system and various woodworking 
tools, planes, chop saw etc also for sale. The workshop is located in 
Bedfont (near Heathrow) Please contact Alan if interested.

Poolewood 1000 lathe 12” throw £300 variable speed (with bench)
Various size interchangeable chucks for lathe, price to be agreed
Delta Scroll Saw £100, Hegner Multicut 2 Scroll Saw £150
Contact - Alan Feltz - 07787561767
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