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Lets Twist Again
with Chris Bentley -
Twist work demo

MWA - Success at
Daventry

There hasbeen avery busytime

with Woodworks, Daventry, Dates for

Chris Bentley’s excellent demo
and the week long Great Barn d s s

Exhibition. Now | am looking your larles
forward to seeing lots of you

at the Seminar with Margaret June 25th - Seminar with Margaret Garrard -

Garr’ard on June 25. Pl'ease Tickets held at £20
don’t forget your best pieces

for the Instant Gallery and your
best piece made in the last year for the Graddage Trophy. August 26th to 28th - Love Food , Great

Missenden

Also let’ssee some new exhibitors ,demonstrators and stewards

at the Love Food Event over the Bank Holiday August 26 - 28. October 29th - SAW Open Day at Mytchett

| also hope that members will come forward to write up the

Seminar, run the shop and as the club’s year end is September September 9th & 10th - Surrey Hills Wood Fair,
30th be our next auditor and consider joining the Committee to Cranleigh is worth a visit . The Cheam club will
spread the work load now and in the future. be exhibiting and demonstrating .This event

regularly attracts over 4000 visitors across the
Gordon Cookson two days.
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MWA SEMINAR

June 25th @ The Gateway House
North Harrow Car Park - 9.30am to 4.30pm

Middlesex Woodturners welcome Margaret Garrard to
this year’s seminar. Tickets are available if you don’t
already have one, contact Paul - Tickets are £20 each
which includes: The all day demonstration, Morning

tea/coffee, Fish & Chips Lunch, Afternoon tea. margdare T garra rd

A chance to enter the Graddage Trophy Competition,
Raffle, Ticket Number Prize.

Ticket Reservation email Paul Burke: paul_k_burke@ (
compuserve.com Payment via Bank Transfer. u

About Margaret, the Story So Far.

Margaret was drawn to woodturning when visiting a friend and trying her hand
at turningin his shed at the bottom of the garden. She then became a member
of the Jorvik Woodturning Club. This club influenced her in her early days
by providing challenges that would stretch her abilities, and they did, as she
won many prizes at the competitions. She then started to enter national and
international competitions and has received awards.

She started production turning for a bespoke hardwood furniture company in
2000, and was also invited to give woodturning demonstrations to woodturning
clubs. In 2001 she became a member of The Association of Woodturners of
Great Britain and went on to join The American Association of Woodturners.

Margaret won the first prize at the International Woodturning Exhibition at the
NEC, which took her to La Moulin in France to work with Mick Hanbury. She
won the same competition a second time and spent time with Simon Hope.
When Binh Pho visited England in 2005, Margaret, with others, spent three
days with him which has influenced her work today. Subsequently, Margaret
has been very interested in gaining more knowledge about the craft and art of
woodturning.

TheWorshipfulCompany of Turnersenabled Margarettovisittheinternationally
known turner Alain Mailland in France through a bursary award, which they
granted herin 2007. The time spent with Alain not only increased her technical
ability but provided further inspiration for her work.

Every four years The Worshipful Company of Turners run a prestigious event
in the heart of London, Wizardry in wood. Margaret has displayed and sold her
work there. They also organize a bi-annual competition, and she has received
awards on several occasions.

“I enjoy all aspects of woodturning and the challenges it brings - from the quite

large to the quite small, from the technical to the straight forward - my journey
and work are still in progress.”

www.middxturners.com
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My Turning Journey

By Peter Leach

Part five
Lockdown to present or getting all screwed up in the end

5.2020-2023

Flowers for Easter 2020 in a hollow form vase, not my usual
thing to paint wood but the flowers needed it and once it
became apparent that we were going to be locked up for
sometime | needed to brighten up inside the house in some
way. The vase was an old turning and is made from Rhus
an ornamental garden tree with a trunk generally not more
than 190mm diameter and a very sticky poisonous sap. It’s
related to the family of lacquer trees found in Japan.

One of thefirst things to be made during the lockdown was a stand for a planned series of little bird boxes. The first
on the left was made mostly in pine just in case it went wrong as the columns are fluted with the router whilst still
on the lathe. The second was made of Sapele with Boxwood highlights and can hold a total of 16 bird boxes. This
amounts to hours of sheer pleasure.

Not everything | made in the early days of Lockdown was done
on the lathe. Only setting the Stickware slices into the lid of this
Maple box was done on the lathe, the rest was done with hand
tools. l also realised when doing the lid that at some time [ would
need to make up some more Stickware.
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A large bowl made from Spruce, which is very
soft, but the challenge was to turn without
tear-out if possible. It can be done with well
sharpened gouges and very fine cuts and
an awful lot of patience. | would usually use
scrapers to get the best possible finish on a
bowl of this size and shape but they were of
no use at all. This was the beginning of getting
back into turning again, working from home
did have some benefits.

Turning should be fun and these little people
appealed to the kid in me. Not difficult to
make as the body is a ball shape and the hat
a partially hollowed cone. The feet were made
from a couple of strips of wood glued together
with a paperjointso thatthey were a pairwhen
split apart and the legs are springs taken from
some old cardboard files. The eyes are made
from Ebony turned down to 3mm cylinders
and set into holes drilled in the heads. Simple
when you have the time.

Three logs was a project forthe Zoom meetings
the Club was having and involved three
different woods, Apple, Damson and Pear with
a bit of Horse Chestnut, Ebony and Tagua nut
thrown in for good measure. Not anything very
difficult you just need to concentrate whilst
you work. The tall vase has a stainless steel
insert that is 450mm deep which took some
careful hollowing, not for the novice.

Sometimes you can get carried away with something
and you disappear down a rabbit hole. Why turn just
one when 30 would be better, it certainly helps with skill
levels when starting out. As long as a branch is about
70mm in diameter it can always be used, all of the light
coloured ones are made from Ash branch wood and
there is bark visible on a couple. The trouble is chipping
machines devour something of that size so you need to
getin quick to ask for some unless you have your own Ash
tree needing a quick trim.
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When you turn spheres you need to put them in a container otherwise they roll around the floor. Just some
of nearly 200 spheres turned during Lockdown, those rabbits again! These are pairs of Chinese exercise balls
that are useful for retaining the flexibility of hand joints. | started with much smaller spheres, a bit like large
marbles just to get my eye in and ended turning a 165mm diameter globe on a ball race stand to complete that
journey. (Peter is too modest to mention that the Globe won the Graddage Trophy at the 2021 Seminar!)

I’m sure | mentioned that | needed to make some more Stickware for decorating boxes and the like. This is just
some of the new ones and the spheres that some ended-up as.

By the end of 2022 | was back to thread chasing, something that | had always promised myself | would do
again. Starting with repairs of threads on some old boxes and progressing to Mike’s Challenge which is the

Stickware hollow spherical box at the bottom. Where to next?
Thanks to Peter for this series articles

on his turning journey.
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WOODWORKS
DAVENTRY

“IT WAS WORTH COMING JUST TO SEE THAT!”

That comment was made by a visitor to the Woodworks
event hosted by Tudor Rose in Daventry. Read on to find
out what he meant.

After a break caused by Covid-19, the event was attended
by MWA in Daventry on Friday and Saturday 11th and
12th May.

Woodworks is an annual gathering of woodturners from
clubs based in the Home Counties and the Midlands.
Middlesex has been a regular participant and 2023 was
no exception.

In addition to the clubs the event includes professional
demonstrators and vendors of tools and equipment.

Various competitions are run during the two days and
one done before the event.

Friday’s competition piece was a darning mushroom (to
be completed in 1 hour) that Peter Leach took on and
on the Saturday David Wilks stepped up to complete a
platterin 1% hours.

The pre-event piece was to be a child’s rocking chair that
had to be completed by multiple members of the club, in
our case 8 pairs of hands were involved in our entry.

www.middxturners.com



On Friday the club was represented by Peter Leach,
Gordon Cookson, Derek Polecutt and Mike Bonnici but
was also supported by several members who attended
as visitors to the event.

At 12pm the darning mushroom competition started and
Peter, with quite a large audience set to work turning the
handle which was hollowed to hold darning needles and
had a thread hand chased to attach to the dome.

The dome was completed and a corresponding thread
cut to match the handle. All done on a lathe without
variable speed control and required several pulley
changes.

The mushroom was completed and finished within the
hour.

The quality of the finished object was a tribute great
planning, well conceived jigs and hours of practise made
evident by the 17 or so finished mushrooms he showed
on club night.

On Saturday, David Wilks, Mike Wood (with rocking
chair) and Mike Bonnici represented the club.

David had 1%z hours to complete a platter.

There were initial issues with tear-out but he worked
through the problem. When, however, he tried to reverse
chuck the platter to finish off the bottom he discovered

)

club’s display.

the write-up.

that it was impossible to match the spindle and the
thread on his Cole jaws. Despite offers of adapters etc.
from Steve Healey (RPT) who was demonstrating next
door nothing could be done and with time running

out, David had to resort to hand sanding the base and
handed in his effort without the time or chance to apply
any finish.

Mike Wood offered to co-ordinate the allocation of the
parts to be made for the child’s rocking chair and then
the final assembly.

Many lessons have been learnt, mostly about timing.
With time very short Mike had to modify, and in some
case remake pieces before he could “make” the chair
working long days and finally gluing up at midnight.
The result was a superb looking chair and having got
agreement to bring the chair on the Saturday of the
event it was disappointing to hear that the judging took
place on the Friday.

The maker of the chair that was awarded first place
told me to make sure that the contributors to our chair
knew that in his opinion that had it been included in the
judging things might well have been different.

Judging by other comments | feel that we won “the
people’s vote”.

PLATTER
( 8% o 10 inches )

The visitor who said that it “was worth coming to the event to see that” was
referring to a set of Peter’s

«

stick work spheres” which featured as part of the

Oh, by the way, Peter’s darning mushroom took first place and David’s platter
was judged as joint second.

Contributors to the chair were:

Stuart King, Tony Champion, Gary Rance, Derek Polecutt, Peter Leach, David
Wilks and Mike Bonnici. Special mention should be made to Mike Wood for all
his efforts in completing the chair.

Many thanks to Mike Bonnici for organising the Club’s presence at this event and

www.middxturners.com



CHRIS BENTLEY
TWIST WORK

Our demonstrator for the May meeting was Chris Bentley.

Chris began by pointing out that he is not a professional
turner and has limited experience giving demos. His attitude
and approach to his work though are extremely professional
and he is a return demonstrator to the club having given an
outstanding demonstration of hollow forms earlier in the
year.

This month’s demo was on twist work.

First off, Chris gave a very thorough and practical explanation
of his approach to health and safety - the result of many
years of experience as a site manager on building sites where
he has worked as a professional carpenter.

The project Chris had chosen for the evening was a table
lamp in two parts with a twisted stem and a base. Explaining

Article by: Peter Leach & Mike Wood

that he thought demos should be pitched at all levels of
ability, he began by going through all the between-centres
and “faceplate” techniques he’d used to turn the stem and
base. This included long hole boring the hole in the stem for
the electric cable.

Before starting, Chris explained a little about twist work: the
different kinds of twists and the different numbers of starts
they can have.

He mentioned the book by Stuart Mortimer, one of the
leading makers of twist work in the UK and how useful it is for
learning the technique.

Chris passed around some varied examples of his own twist
work showing number of different styles.

Disc between centres and forming the chucking recess

to form the base of the lamp with the completed demo
lamp in the background

Forming the recess for the stand and explaining about
cutting the detail

After tea break, Chris dealt with the twisted aspect of the
project and showed how to mark out the stem.

He pointed out that, while it might look complicated, it could
be broken down into simple steps.

The lamp stem would have a two-start barley twist and
Chris had left some of the end of his square-planed blank
unturned so that he could use the corners as guides for his
four longways pencil lines. Then, with the lathe running, he
marked out equal length divisions with pencil lines -resulting

/

Explainig how to lay out the grid for more than one twist and the grid on the cylinder for two full twists

in a grid pattern on the cylinder of turned wood.

He joined up the corners of the rectangles forming the
grid, which gave him four diagonal lines running around the
cylinder from one end of the length to be twisted to the other.

Chris explained that two of these lines would be the troughs
and two would be the peaks.

The process is clearly shown in this presentation by Peter
Leach:
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Marking in the diagonal lines in readiness for using an ordinary tenon saw to start the cuts that form the flutes.
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Sanding down the flutes first with abrasive wrapped around a wood former and_theh by hand with the lathé running at a low
speed so the fingers pick up the flutes. Reverse the lathe to make sure that the flutes are evenly sanded

Forming a cove at the end of the flutes to finish off the detail and the four stages of the fluting process.
Allin all, another very entertaining and instructive demo by For club members who want to try out some of the

Chris on a fascinating subject. techniques explained in the demo, the book by Stuart
Mortimer which Chris referred to is available from the club

We look forward to his next offering! library.

Stuart Mortimer’s book and examples of his work on show at a club seminar a few years ago.

When making any electrical item, please ensure it complies with
electrical safety requirements if it is to be sold and for your own safety!

www.middxturners.com




THE LORD MAYOR’S BIG
CURRY LUNCH

The Lord Mayor’s Big Curry Lunch is one of the City of London’s biggest fundraisers supporting the
veterans of His Majesty’s Armed Forces. Here are some photographs of the Turners stand at the Big
Curry Lunch held at the Guildhall on 30th March. The Duke of Gloucester is shown holding Giancarlo’s Ghe
bowl with the Master Turner, Matthew Gaved, looking and explaining about the bowl and the wood L L
used. The stand made £1,500 from the turned pieces on display, 90% provided by the Middlesex B.G
Wood Turners and three pieces donated by three woodturners for the auction, which together raised

another £1,500. Ralph’s pieces were greatly appreciated. cunk

LUNCH
Article by: Rob Ledborough

Arundel J4 Junior complete with the
maker’s stand so quite substantial
& heavy. There is a selection of
accessories, tool rests, etc. also for
disposal. Finally there is a separate
unit, a combined motor-driven
grindstone and water stone for tool
sharpening.

The items are located in Eastcote and
I’m seeking a good home for the tools.

If you are interested in the items on offer, please contact myself (joshpinto67@gmail.com) or Mike (michael.bonnici@gmail.com)

www.middxturners.com



CLUB
COMPETITIONS

There are two competitions each month. One is for you to make that month’s challenge, there are two sections,
Beginners and More experienced. The winner gets a £5 voucher, which can be used to pay their next month’s
Meeting Fee or for the shop or books.

The other competition is for any piece of your turning that hasn’t been entered in this competition.

May - Platter (8 - 10 inches)
Four entries again this month, Lee Simpson, Ken Horn, John Thei and one of David Wilks’ practice pieces

John Thei

Ken Horn

David Wilks

CONTENT WANTED!

If you have any interesting
wood turning stories or recently

Lee Simpson finished a project you are proud
of, contact the editor and we will

This months winner was Lee Simpson, he takes home a IREIE 20 e Fee o

£5.00 voucher to spend at the club. Contact Josh - joshpinto67@

gmail.com

www.middxturners.com



CLUB
COMPETITIONS

The items are judged in various ways and the points added up for the best 10
month’s entries. The winner is awarded the Turner of the Year trophy, The Alan
Spargo Shield, which is named after one of the founders of the Club. The idea is
to encourage members to bring in a piece each month.

There is also the Graddage Trophy awarded at the Annual Seminar Day. This is for
a piece made in the previous year.

So whatever your skill, no matter what you have made, please bring it to the club
meetings. The Table competition pieces are listed below.

Pepper mill by Peter Russell

Pair of hollow forms by Peter leach

June’s

Competition

- Candlestick

Barbara Hepworth tribute by
Giancarlo Cuffardi

TABLE MONTHLY COMPETITIONS 2023

June 25th [Sunday] Candlestick
July 18th Natural edge bowl 4 to 8 inches
August 15th Small vase - 4 to 6 inches
September 19th Lidded box
October 17th Thin-stemmed goblet - 6 inches
November 21st Gavel
December 12th Christmas tree decoration

www.middxturners.com



CHILD’S
ROCKER CHAIR

By Gordon Cookson

This was the pre-made competition item that had to be made
by several members of the competing clubs for Woodworks
in Daventry. The Tudor Rose club organise this annual
gathering of woodturners from clubs based in the Home
Counties and the Midlands. In addition to the clubs, the event
includes professional demonstrators and vendors of tools and
equipment.

Various competitions are run during the two days. Friday’s
competition piece was a darning mushroom to be completed
in 1 hour and on the Saturday an 8” platter in 112 hours.

The picture shows the child’s rocking chair that involved 8
members the Middlesex Club. The chair seat and crest rail are
made of Ash and all the other parts are Cherry. There will be a
small plaque underneath with the signatures of all the makers.

Particular thanks are due to Stuart King for the loan of a
family heirloom chair, photos and measurements and very
important information on angling the seat back and working
out compound angles.

Mike Wood had volunteered to oversee the making the chair
with many hours spentsourcing the timber, makingand posting
out blanks and sample turnings, finessing and remaking some
components, setting out, drilling, gluing, assembling and
sanding.| know for sure that the final glue up was completed at
midnight on the Friday !

I would very much like to endorse a comment made in praise
of Mike’s work on the chair that it was outstanding. Designing
and building somthing like the chair with so many compound
angles requires the skill of a real craftsman even when you can
make all the parts yourself in one location. To be able to do it
“by committee” and produce a work of art is amazing.

The Middlesex team was Mike Bonnici providing and preparing
the seat, Peter Leach for the superb threaded restraining bar
and arm components - all on top of his amazing prize-winning
hand chased threaded darning mushroom housing turned
wooden needles, Derek Pollecutt for the stretchers, David Wilks
for turning the sticks, Tony Champion for turning the stands
and Gary Rance for turning the legs. The threaded restraining
bar made the chair fit for purpose. My contribution is going to
be final cleaning up and oiling with Osmo Polyx-Oil High Solid
Clear Glossy as recommended by Mike.

As well as thanks to the Middlesex members, Mike Wood was
very grateful to his guest from Ghana, Kwame Ofosu Larbi for
cutting out the blanks, initial cutting of the rockers and rail and
to Isaac Davis for loan of the palm sander, moral support and
invaluable tips on “adzing”!

I have now put one coat of the Osmo oil on the chair and what
a pleasure to see and handle all our members’ great work.
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I will leave the last word to my niece whose two year old is
receiving the chair from me as her birthday present :

“Hi Gordon,

It is so super cute!! | know Ophelia will LOVE it! Thank you so
much, we can’t wait to see it in the flesh.

Love, Kirsty”




| have been to see the equipment for sale and the condition is very
F 0 R SALE good, he also has a full extraction system and various woodworking
tools, planes, chop saw etc also for sale. The workshop is located in
Bedfont (near Heathrow) Please contact Alan if interested.

ij Poolewood 1000 lathe 12” throw £300 variable speed (with bench)
§ Various size interchangeable chucks for lathe, price to be agreed

% Delta Scroll Saw £100, Hegner Multicut 2 Scroll Saw £150

M Contact - Alan Feltz - 07787561767

T\ =

POLLEAD D

MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2023

June 20th No meeting
June 25th Seminar - Margaret Garrard
July 18th TBA
August 15th Kevin Hutson
September 19th Workshop
October 17th Ben Dick
November 21st AGM
December 19th Christmas Party

Middlesex Association of
@ WOOdf.urDerS Woodturners o
assoclatlon of Great Britain

Committee Members:
Peter Leach

Mike Wood

Peter Russell
DEWAVIS

Josh Pinto

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson

Secretary: Mike Bonnici

Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach
Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto




