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TURNING
TALK

Goblet master class
by Peter & David

_'||

HELP NEEDED!

Someoneto organise Teas and
Coffees and to run the Shop
are very much needed. Please
do consider volunteering to
help with these jobs that need
to be done and have a chat
with one of us about what is
involved.

SAW OPEN DAY OCTOBER 29

We will be attending and entering the Club Table
Competition. For this we need one of your best pieces
turned in the last year from ten members. So please bring
it and another for the Demo Exhibition Table to the October
17 Demo with Paul Hannaby. You can also enter the Open
Competition - see details in last month’s Newsletter.

NEW AV EQUIPMENT

Huge thanks to Josh with help from David, we will be having
two large TV screens and a new camera set up for Paul
Hannaby’s demo on October 17. Thanks also to David, who
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is overseeing the building of a lockable area for the new AV
set up in the usual storage area.

2024 PROGRAMME
Many thanks to Peter Leach , the Programme for next year is
included in this Newsletter.

RADIO & TV

You might be interested in the Radio 4 programme on
Tuesday October 10 at 1.45 pm An Almanac of Anxiety:
In Search of a Calmer Mind 2/5 Wood. The Woodworking
for Wellbeing Workshop in Bethnal Green, London helping
people with mental health issues.

Having left feedback about dangerous practices for the
last series of Handmade: Britain’s Best Woodworker (what
a misnomer), | wonder how many dangerous practices we
will spot on the new series starting on October 8. | hope the
technicians will be more observant this time and advise
accordingly.

Gordon Cookson

September 2023



CLUB WORKSHOP
TURNING A GOBLET ......cu

Making a goblet can be described as primarily spindle turning with a twist. The twist being, end grain turning of the
bowl. Ideally we are aiming for a thin section bowl on top of a slender stem connected to an elegant stable foot.

As with any end grain tuning it is relatively easy to have a catch when turning the inside of the goblet which will
wrench the goblet off centre and snap the stem. Key points when turning the goblet key points to consider are:

1) Selection, Choose a
piece of wood without too
many cracks/checks as
they will weaken the stem.

2) A good scroll chuck is
necessary to solidly hold
the work.

3) To create a slender
spindle a revolving centre
support will be needed
when turning the spindle
(see photo 1).

4) A centre steady may
also be beneficial (see
photo 2).

Photo 1 Photo 2

5) if using wet wood remember to regularly re-tighten
your scroll jaws.

First step: Turna cylinder. Foran 8” (200mm) goblet start
with a piece of wood about 10” (250mm) long and turn
a cylinder with a foot on one end to fit your scroll chuck
jaw (see photo 3). Diameter of the cylinder will depend on
how big you intend for bow! of the goblet to be.

Second step: Mount the cylinder in
the scroll chuck and re-centre using
the tailstock. Then decide how deep
you want the goblet bowl to be.

Turning out the bowl can be done in
several ways. Probably the easiest is
to drill out the centre to the desired
depth with a wood drill or Forster bit
(see photo 4) , then with a spindle or
bowl gouge ( or a small cup cutter-

Photo 3
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Photo 6

Photo 4

see photo 5) Use pull cuts to shape the inside of the bowl.
Make sure the gouge has swept back wings to reduce the
risk of catches ( see photo 6) . Once shaped, the inside of
the bowl can be finished with a suitable scraper.

Third step:  Form the outside of the bowl to give the
desired shape down as far as the top of the stem using
spindle gouge / skew and finish with a scraper.

Fourth step: Sand, seal and finish
the inside of the bowl. You won'’t
find it easy to do this once you have
turned the slender stem.

Fifth step: Support the bowl
section before turning the stem.
This can be done using a mandrel
fitted to a revolving centre in the
tailstock or by using a centre steady
supporting the bowl (see photos 8 &9). Be careful not to
tighten the tail stock to far.

Photo 8




Sixth step:  Turn the stem using suitable spindle gouge / Eighth step: Finish foot, stem and outside of bowl then
skew etc. A scraper may be used to get an even stem. carefully part the goblet off.

Ninth step: Reverse the goblet using a jam chuck so that
the foot of the goblet is now supported by the revolving
centre in the tail stock. This should allow sufficient room
to finish the underside of the foot.

Seventh step: Form the foot leaving sufficient thickness to
turn a thin piece off once finished .

A big Thank you to Peter Leach and David Wilks for running the club workshop. Now, lets see those goblets at the next
meeting .
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Dates for
your diaries

JOIN THE TURNERS’ COMPANY AT:
S Pewterers’ Hall

WOOdturnlng 10am - 4pm, Thur 19 Oct

Oat Lane, London EC2V 7DE

Woodturning Connect 2023 is a one-

day show of outstanding contemporary
woodturning organised by the Worshipful
Company of Turners, in the spectacular
Pewterers’ Hall in the City of London.

Beautiful and unique handmade pieces
will be on display, with many available to

purchase.
SAW OPEN DAY

OCTOBER 29

As usual we will be attending and entering the Club Table
Competition . For this we need one of your best pieces turned in the
last year from ten members . So please bring it and another for the
Demo Exhibition Table to the October 17 Demo with Paul Hannaby. .
You can also enter the Open Competion - see details below .

Competitions for Open Day

For the Open Day competitions, Gary Rance will be one of the Judges
The Person in Charge (PiC) of the competition is Steve Elliott

The email address is competition@sawoodturners.org

Open Invitational Competition

Members of SAW and Members of participating clubs may enter

one piece for the Open Invitational competition. If you have a piece
on your Club Table-Top Competition entry, it will be automatically
entered in the Open Invitational Competition at no extra cost and you
TRADE STANDS:! do not have to fill in a form. Only one entry is permitted per person.

Hope Woodturning Hampshire Sheen

Oliver's Woodturning  Les Thorne Tools 5 For more information visit:
Jo Sonja Paints  PW Timbers y T

www.sawoodturners.org

www.sawoodturners.org/saw/openday.html

November 10th & 12th - North of England Woodworking Show in Harrogate.

2024
March 29th - April 1st - Love Food Event , Great Missenden.
May 10th & 11th - Woodworks, Daventry. Group competition - Christmas Carousel (multi tier).

May 24th - 30th Great Barn , Ruislip.

August 24th - 26th Love Food & Love Dogs Event, Great Missenden.

www.middxturners.com



CLUB
COMPETITIONS

The items are judged in various ways and the points added up for the best
10 months’ entries. The winner is awarded the Turner of the Year trophy,
The Alan Spargo Shield, which is named after one of the founders of the
Club. The idea is to encourage members to bring in a piece each month.

So whatever your skill, no matter what you have made, please bring it to
the club meetings.

Another great turnout for the competition this month with 10 pieces on show. Lets see your Thin-stemmed
goblets for the next competition.
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October’s Competition -
Thin-stemmed goblet - 6
inches

Middlesex Woodturners Association

September 2023
Winners Voucher £5
Spend in the Club Shop or Entrance Fee

Name:

Congratulations to Stuart King who picks up first prize for his
lidded boxes.

As well as the competition pieces on show were a collection
of boxes from Stuart King and various items from club
members.

Please continue to bring in items you have been working on.

TABLE MONTHLY COMPETITIONS 2023

October 17th Thin-stemmed goblet - 6 inches
November 21st Gavel
December 19th Christmas tree decoration

www.middxturners.com



PAUL HANNABY
CLUB DEMONSTRATION

October Meeting

A Brief History - Paul Hannaby

Paul has been turning wood since before the end of

the last century and is based in the Forest of Dean,
Gloucestershire. He is a member of the Cotswold
Craftsmen and he exhibits at a number of their events

in and around the Cotswolds. When Paul started
woodturning, there was nowhere near as much
information available on the web so a lot of the learning
process was through trial and error. Being the sort of

person that liked to experiment and push the boundaries

of what he was capable of, this didn’t deter him at all!

Having learnt a few things, Paul is keen to pass on some of

the hard earned knowledge to other turners and groups

through tuition and demonstrations. Some of the articles

and tutorials on his website hannaby.com originated
from demonstrations and serve as a reference for those
who have attended but the articles are constructed to
enable anyone to follow the process even if they haven’t
seen itin person.

Woodturning, like many other crafts, has a number

of ways to achieve a given finished product. The text
describes the way Paul has become accustomed to
working but there are other equally acceptable methods.
The way forward is to find what works for you and to build
on that.

The lathe is believed to be one of the oldest machines
known to man. In its most basic form, it is powered by
hand but whichever version of the machine you use,

they all have one thing in common - the ability to rotate

a piece of wood to allow it to be cut to a circular form.
Part of Paul’s journey with woodturning was (and is)
discovering different ways to expand on the basic process
to create visual and tactile effects. There is much more to
turning than simple circles of wood.

PROGRAMME 2024

January 16 Emma Cook ( Zoom to Gateway )
February 20 Workshop

March 19 Chris Parker

April 16 Workshop

May 21 Anna-Marie Bennett

June 18 No Club Meeting

June 23 Seminar Steve Heeley
July 16 Workshop

August 20 TBC

September 17 Workshop
October 15 Ben Dick
November 19 AGM plus

December 17 Christmas Party

www.middxturners.com



FOR SALE

Workshop clearance - MWA will be clearing a local workshop, we hope to list items and store so that the club can look
to purchase any items they might be interested in, proceeds will go to the club and a 10% donation made to the Harrow
Gateway charity. Please contact Mike Bonnici - michael.bonnici@gmail.com if interested in any of the items on show.

MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2023

October 17th Paul Hannaby
November 21st AGM
December 19th Christmas Party
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