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“Editor’s Comments”  

Hi Folks,

It is great to be planning our return to normality, I don’t suppose it will all happen at once but a cau-
tious advance is sensible and we can eventually put this horrible disease behind us.
The club zoom meetings are going from strength to strength with more people making contribu-
tions. 
Remember anyone can make a presentation. It does not have to be big or clever, any contribution 
will be welcome. 
Your committee have now booked the seminar with Jason Breach and we have two dates for the 
shows at Great Missenden with Love Food. I can hardly wait to get out there. They are the 28th,29th 
and 30th of August and the 6th and 7th of November. 
We have even got a booking for the Great Barn at Ruislip for the 27th May to the 3rdJune next year.
As we are somewhat starting afresh with Great Missenden in August please let Mike Bonnici know 
if you have any of the show equipment at home if you haven't already as we need to locate it now to
plan the logistics of the show.
We are also planning our first regular club meeting on the 16th November which will also be our 
AGM so be sure to put it in your diary.
Take care and stay safe and hopefully I will see you in the not to distant future, God willing.

Best wishes,
Ben.        
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May club meeting on Zoom.     

Our chairman Gordon Cookson opened our meeting after a time of informal chat. He outlined the 
news of our upcoming club seminar with Jason Breach.
It is to be held at Gateway House on the 24th October and will include a Fish and Chip dinner.

Presentation By Peter Leach. Derick’s Apple.

Peter was given a piece of apple trunk by Derek Pol-
lecutt. It had sat drying in his workshop for about ten
years. 
By the look of it it had been painted on the end grain to
prevent it drying out too fast, probably with PVA.
Peter wanted to make something with it but was not
sure what as it was quite severely cracked.

Peter cut the ends off square so he could as-
sess the extent of the shakes in the timber and
he used this clever device to mark the centre 
of the log ready to mount between centres.     
                                                                          

Next he turned the piece to round to remove the
cracked sections of wood and get it to a manage-
able size.

Here Peter has started to form the shape of the 
vessel and define where the parting for the lid 
should be, turning out the remaining cracks.



                                                                                   
Peter has parted off the lid and hollowed it out. 
You can see what a difference the finish has made
to the appearance.
                                     

In this picture the body of the form and the lid 
is finished and just require the foot and finial to
be completed. Peter has coloured the form with
Martin Saban-Smith’s “Intrinsic Colours” using
a dark green first followed by lighter colours, 
Sanding down lightly between coats. 
Peter was secretly amazed at how well the col-
our improved his work and I am convinced he 
will be repeating this experience in the future.
                                                                            

The lid is mounted in a jam chuck and the chuck-
ing point is turned off and a hole drilled for the
finial. Note that for extra security Peter has taped
the work to the chuck.

In this shot Peter has turned a finial from a 
piece of Purple Heart which will mount into the
top and cover the small area where the chuck-
ing point was cut away.

                                                                            



Peter was finishing the foot of the piece and had it
held in a Cole chuck.
Unfortunately the work came loose due to the but-
tons being the wrong way round and it was propelled
across his workshop and damaged in the process. Un-
fortunately his face did not altogether arrest its flight.

A nasty cut on the head and dangerously 
near Peters eye.
This has served as a good reminder to us all
to check that your work is secure and be 
sure to wear a face shield if there is any 
chance that your work should decide to do 
it’s own thing.
                                                                      

A very nice piece now that Peter has
repaired it. 
The use of colour to enhance this box
works very well and not a drop of Du-
lux in sight.
Lovely work and a very enjoyable
and well planned presentation. 
Thank you Peter.

                                                        

                                                             

                                                             
                                                           



Presentation By Mike Wood.                 Mike and Isaac bring out the big guns.

 This is a replica of a 32
pounder naval canon like
those installed on Nelsons
flagship HMS Victory. 
This replica was built by
Mike Wood and his friend Is-
sac and was commissioned by
Carl Russell & Co Gunsmiths
in Hatfield Park near Hatfield
House.
The gun now stands outside
their shop as a shop sign.

 
                                                                    
This is Mike turning the breach section of the 
gun. 
Despite Mike having a very large Wadkin 
lathe it was not big enough to turn the breach 
of the gun so Mike rented a friend’s VB36 
lathe which had a greater swing. In fact it can 
turn up to 36” diameter.

  

The gun was so large that it had to be turned in
five sections and the diameter was so large that
the pieces were all glued up out of smaller
pieces. 
Opposite you can see the barrel and the com-
pleted breach. 
The sections were turned with mortice and
tenon joinery and held together with a very sub-
stantial threaded rod. 
The central hole was routed out by Isaac before
the two halves of the blank were glued up.

                                                     



        
Isaac is a joiner that has his workshop in the same 
building as Mike’s and is a master at his trade.
I have seen pictures of a spiral staircase that he 
constructed in his shop. It was a work of art and 
also a work of mathematical genius.
His part in this project was to glue up the blanks 
in preparation for Mike to turn and also to build 
the gun carriage and wheels.
Together with Mike they are an exceptionally tal-
ented team. Note the semicircular cut-outs on 
either side ready to seat the trunnions supporting 
the barrel.

This is the mid section which will have
the trunnions fitted later on, upon which
the barrel will balance. Note Mike’s
large Wadkin lathe with the gap in the
bed to facilitate bowl turning.

This picture shows how the breach has been 
glued up by Isaac and also shows the threaded 
rod that holds the pieces together.

With the sections completed and with
the help of a winch the barrel is lifted
onto the carriage overseen by Isaac.
Note that the carriage has been mounted
on a trolley to allow it to be moved
around with ease.



 

It looks like Mike is praying in this 
picture. Maybe offering up his thanks 
that the two parts fit together well. 
Almost done, they just have to attach 
the button to the Cascabel and they 
can light the blue touchpaper and re-
tire.

                                                              

All loaded up and ready to go.
Some very happy customers
with a fine artillery piece. Now
it is off to Hatfield for a paint
job and substantial metalwork
by others. In itself quite a task.
Well, a great presentation and
our thanks to Mike and Isaac
for sharing this with us. 

I don’t think I can leave it here without one more look at this astonishing work of art.



Members’ Gallery.

  
 

  

David Wilks sent these pictures to me for the newsletter. 
This is a “Bird Box” that he made from ash for a little girl called Wren The wren is one of Britain's 
smallest birds and features on the farthing so it is a nice touch that David set one in to the inside of 
the lid. The bird on the top has been upcycled and comes from Bolivia.
Below is a keyring that David made for Wren’s Grandad's 70th birthday from some ash wood that he
collected from a lady in Hayes. He has cleverly set into it a farthing that was minted in the year of 
his birth. A nice touch. The ring and chain were upcycled from a Christmas cracker.

            



 
Derek Pollecutt says:

I attach a couple of pics of my 
recent playtimes. I shall not be 
offended if you do not use them.

The nuts/sweets dish is made from the
mahogany which I got from the family
of a deceased turner in Harlington (the
top dish is Sapele), and the Tazza is
made of Maple which was a Council
tree opposite to my house and which
blew down in about 2013.

Thank you Derek I am always pleased
to publish pictures of members’ work.


