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Diary

August 14th Storage Cupboard Tidy Up
August 17th Zoom Club Meeting
August 20th Gary Rance Lesson for AWGB
September 2nd Zoom Coffee Evening
September 11th Pinner Village Show.
September21st Zoom Club Meeting
October 5th Zoom Coffee Evening  
October 24th Club All Day Seminar
October 30th SAW Open Day
November 4th Zoom Coffee Evening
November 16th AGM  

 
                  
                                                     

“Editor’s Comments”  
It’s all happening now. First on the agenda is the storage cupboard clear up on the 14th August. We 
will not be getting the stuff for Great Missenden sorted now because unfortunately Live Food  is 
cancelled but you are still welcome to attend and lend a hand.
Don’t forget Gary’s Demo on the 29th August. It is free for AWGB members. All you need to do is 
apply on the AWGB website, so be sure to connect and support Gary, I am sure that he will have 
something entertaining and informative to show us.
On the 11th September Derek Pollecutt, Mike Mansfield and Paul Burke will be going along to the 
Pinner Memorial Park, representing the club and selling their work at the Pinner Village Fair so if 
you are free, go along and support them.
October 24th is the Seminar with Jason Breach who is an excellent Demonstrator. We are doing 
things a little different this year and having a fish and chip dinner. The cost of the day is £20 all in.
Don’t forget the Graddage prize competition and Instant Gallery.
30th October is the SAW Open Day. This is a good day out with demonstrations all day and several 
sales tables with tools and timber etc. There is a competition table so don’t forget to enter your best 
piece made this year.
The November Meeting is the AGM. Gordon Cookson has arranged for Robert Bigilo to come and 
talk to us after the meeting. Here are a few words about Robert that Gordon has compiled:

Robert played the flute professionally for many years before setting up as a flute maker. He is a 
well-known writer on the flute and flute manufacture and was for five years the editor of the journal
of the British Flute Society. Robert is the author of two books on the flute: Readings in the History 
of the Flute, a selection of monographs, essays, reviews, letters and advertisements from nineteenth-
century London; and the recently-published Rudall, Rose & Carte: The Art of the Flute in Britain.
He also takes high quality photographs for the Bulletin of the Society of Ornamental Turners. 
He will explain how he makes flutes including drying the timber, long hole boring, tuning and mak-
ing replacement parts.

Ben Dick.           
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 Suffolk Beam Bowl 1660 (or Further evictions from the Workshop 2021)
A Presentation by Peter Leach                                                   

          
Peter found this section of wallplate from a Suffolk Manor 
House Circa 1660. Note the cut for a Dovetail joint.                  

                                                                                     

The piece is cut to size in preparation to turn a bowl and the 
diameter marked. Note the carpenter’s marks in the dovetail. 
These buildings would have been made in a workshop off site 
and dry fitted then transported to site Where they were as-
sembled, hence the marks on the joints for identification. Like 
an old time MFI project.                                                       

                                                               
                                                     

The blank is now cut to round ready for turning. The centre is 
marked and the face flattened off.
                                                              

            

Here you can see that Peter has attached a face plate. The dia-
meter of the bowl is about 9 inches.

The initial cuts  are very rough but with sharp tools it should cut
well.
                                                            

                                                                                                       



        
 As Peter starts shaping the outside of the bowl he finds that the
sapwood is badly infected with Death Watch Beetle so a change
in design is called for to cut out the affected area.                       

                                                                      
                                                                                                      
                                                             
You can’t stay here without paying rent. 
6 to 9mm long and 11 years of age, sometimes longer for the 
adult Death Watch Beetle to emerge                                            

                                                                                                      
                      
                                                                                                      
 By reducing the Diameter Peter starts to get rid of the infesta-
tion.

         
Reducing the depth of the bowl Peter completely eradicates the 
problem.                                                   

                                                            
                                                                                      

A coat of sanding sealer provides a glimpse of what might be in
the end.

                                                                          



                                                                       
The new chucking tenon is turned and the outside of the bowl 
is completed.

                                                            

                                                                                                      

 The bowl is reversed and mounted in the chuck. The rotating 
headstock is set at 22 1/2  degrees and the inside can be turned. 
                                                                                                      

                    

                                                                 

                                                                
The inside of the bowl is completed and polished.

                                                                                                     
                                                                                                     

  

  

    
The completed bowl. Peter said that he wished he had more of this material as it was a dream to 
turn. Thank you Peter for an excellent presentation.      
                                                                                            



Shaker Oval Boxes. (The Tupperware of the 1800’s)
A presentation by Mike Bonnici.

 
The Shakers are a religious cult (according to mainstream 
Christians). They started circa 1747 in England and formed a 
group after emigrating to the United States of America in 1780. 
They forbade procreation, and women and men where deemed 
to be equal in everything as they believed that God was both 
male and female. They were well known for their furniture and 
woodworking skills. This is a presentation showing us how to 
make one of their popular boxes.                                                  

 The boxes have no glue and the sides are held together with 
tiny brass nails as seen in this pot. They are only made by one 
machine and are peculiar only to these boxes.
                                                   

 The tops and bottoms of the boxes are held in place only by 
toothpicks which are bought from the US as they are square and
when driven into a round hole hold fast.                                       
                                                                                    

The sides of the box is made from thin timber only 2 or 3 mm 
thick often Maple or cherry is used but other fine grained woods
work.
You can see in this image the template for marking up the fin-
gers that are nailed through to hold the oval ring in place.           
                                                                                                       

                                         



   
                                                                             
 Here the fingers are cut and the pilot holes for the nails are 
drilled.                                                              

 Where the box side fits inside the finger end of the box, the ma-
terial is thinned down to ensure a smooth fit and avoid a hole in 
the base or lid. For this Mike uses a belt sander and a block of 
scrap wood to keep the material against the abrasive in a con-
trolled manner.                                                        
                                                                          

                                                            

Next Mike soaks the fingers in hot water to soften them.

  
When the wood is soft Mike trims the fingers, to tidy them up 
and put a nice bevel on them which makes it look tidy and 
leaves no edges to catch.                                               



    
The next job is to heat the sides in hot water. Mike has a purpose 
made metal box which he heats on the cooker hobs. Some people
use a steam box for this. This makes the wood pliable and ready 
for the next step.

                                                                                                         

 The side is then taken out of the box and wrapped round a 
former to shape it. This has to be done expediently before it has a
chance to cool down.
When it has cooled a little Mike puts a tell tale mark on the side 
so he can keep it in the right place when the former is removed. 
He clamps it in place then uses a round bar as an anvil and nails 
the fingers to the inside of the oval.                                               
                                                                         

When it is all nailed up he puts two plugs (called corks) in the 
ends to keep them in place while they are drying.
Next the newly formed side is used as a former for the lid band.

After drying, normally for 24 hours, it is a good time to take the 
opportunity to sand the inside of the box.

 To make the bottom (or top) of the box a piece of timber about 
6mm thick is used, Mike often uses veneered 6mm MDF. The 
box is placed on it and used as a template to mark the bottom. 
This is cut Marginally oversized on a bandsaw.                             

                                                                     

The bottom is sanded on a disc sander with the table set at a 
very slight angle to give a small taper to the edge.                        

                                                 



     
  The bottom is fitted into the lid. It should be a good snug fit 
and a few slight adjustments will normally be needed at the 
disc sander until it fits.                                                    

                                                     

                                                                

                                                             
A jig is used to drill holes through the sides and into the centre 
of the edge of the base.

Mike taps the toothpicks into place being careful not to overdo
it, He explained that you should listen to the pitch of the blows
because when the pick bottoms out the tone changes to a 
deeper duller sound.
                         

Trimming off the Toothpick dowels with small side cutters.
                                                                    

                                                                           

                                                                  

All finished!
All that remains to do is give it a nice sanding with some fine 
abrasive and a coat of paste wax.

                                            

              



   

   

 
I was very fortunate in February 2015 to be invited to spend a day with Mike at his workshop and I 
made under excellent instruction, a nest of three shaker boxes. I enjoyed this so much that I asked 
Mike if I could try another project. This was to make an oval shaker chocolate box as a gift to Julie 
My wife. 
I made the box with Mike’s guidance and finished it at home with sanding sealer and paste wax. It 
looked lovely. I bought a couple of boxes of chocolates and arranged them in the box.
I set it off with a ribbon and it looked really good. Unfortunately, although it was some time 
between sealing the box and furnishing it with the chocolates, the sanding sealer tainted the goodies 
and I had to throw them away. However, I bought some more chocolates and re-adjusted the balance
of the universe.

A selection of Mike,s boxes, He particularly favours the box with a knot hole in it.

Thank you Mike for a superb presentation.

                                                                 



 Lace Bobbins. A presentation by Stuart King

Stuart is a great authority on the history of the 
Chilterns and gave us a good background into 
the making of lace bobbins in the area. The first 
picture shows a group of ladies busy making 
Lace.

  

A few of the bobbins in Stuart’s collection.
Some have spangles and some captive rings and also
metal (probably pewter) inlaid rings. Others have
secret compartments.

In the 18th century lace bobbins would com-
monly be made on a bow lathe, this picture 
shows Stuart making a bobbin on such a lathe.

Back to a more conventional lathe. Stuart is parting
off the lid of a hidden compartment bobbin that he
is making with his unusually ground round skew
chisel.

  

Stuart turning a tiny lace bobbin to put in the 
secret compartment of a normal sized one. This 
is a very delicate job that showcases Stuarts spe-
cial skills, turning miniature pieces.



                   

 

Stuart is assembling some hidden compartment bobbins. You can see a selection of Bobbins from 
stuart’s collection.
Our thanks for another interesting presentation from Stuart.

                     

                                                                                                                   
                                                                                    


