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Diary

                 
May 18th Zoom Club Meeting
June 3rd Zoom Coffee Evening.
June 15th Zoom Club Meeting. 
July 1st Zoom Coffee Evening
July 20th Zoom Club Evening
    

                  

“Editor’s Comments”  

Well I can go for a pint now but only outside. Unfortunately the only opportunities I have had, have 
been accompanied by bad weather. 
I am sure it is a government plot to keep me sober.                                                                               
It now looks like Great Missenden will go ahead on the 28th  29th and 30th of August so that is some-
thing to look forward to and any hint of normality seems like a blessing after such a long time.
The committee have also decided that the all day seminar will go ahead. 
This will be on Sunday the 24th of October.                                                                                          
This year we are having a fish and chip lunch instead of the usual buffet for a change and the meet-
ing will be at Gateway house from 10am to 4 pm. TBC.
We have asked Jason Breach to demonstrate.
I have received no pictures for the gallery this month so I hope we can do better for next month’s 
edition.

I hope you are all keeping well and I look forward to seeing you at the zoom meeting on Tuesday.

Best wishes,
Ben.
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Club Zoom Meeting April 20th.  

The meeting got off to a difficult start with Bob High’s talk. This was not Bob’s fault but was due to
technical problems. We got over this by having Peter Leach’s talk first and moving Bob’s spot to 
later when the problems were ironed out.                                 
                                              
Stickware with Peter Leach.

Most of us are familiar I am sure, with the lovely Tunbridgeware inspired boxes that Peter makes 
and sells at our shows. He has moved on to making stickware now which is a variation of the tun-
bridgeware discipline. 

The box on the left below with the intricate patterns that are thinly applied to it is Tunbridgeware 
and the round one on the right with the sticks running right through it is stickware.

Peter gave us a very well prepared presentation of this art explaining some of the history of it and an
explanation of how the patterns are made.

The sections are made up of sticks of mater-
ial that has been cut into strips with the grain 
running across the sticks. These are then 
glued together and turned into a rod that has 
a pattern on the end of it, rather like a stick 
of rock. 
This can then be cut into slices and inlayed 
into box lids. 
Alternately it can be turned as a whole to 
make a box or as you will see later, a sphere.



 
                                                                         
In this picture Peter is cutting one of the sticks on his
Proxxon model makers saw bench. This is a diamond
shaped piece which has 45 and 135 degree angles 
and can be used to make up a star pattern. 
He has the stock planed to 6mm as accurately as pos-
sible then cuts the pieces with the long grain running 
perpendicular to the length.  
The accuracy of these cuts is crucial to the glue up.

The picture on the left below shows all of the components assembled and ready to make up the 
square box lid which is shown in the picture on the right.                                                         

Here are some glue-ups prepared for making stickware items or for cutting up to make box lid in-
serts, and on the right some spheres turned from prepared stock.
Thanks to Peter for a very good presentation.

   



Ben Dick’s Presentation on a Mobile Phone Amplifier

In this presentation I went through the pro-
cess of turning and finishing an amplifier for 
a mobile phone. 
This amplifier is acoustic and needs no power
or batteries. 
It can amplify the sound from a mobile phone
up to six times.
They can be finished in many ways and are 
both attractive and functional.

 An Ash blank 250mm x 100mm is mounted
between centres and turned to round. I then turn
100mm chucking points on both ends.

I drill a 25mm hole with a long series            
Forsner bit as deep as I can.

Next I hollow out the end like a trumpet bell and
drill deeper into the blank now that I have made
room for the Jacobs chuck.

I reverse the blank and do the same to the 
other end.



     

Holding the work on cones I turn it to a shape
like a double ended trumpet with a centre dia-
meter of 50mm. 
Then I  burn the outside and bronze brush it. I
give it two coats of Danish oil.

                                           

I apply liming wax and leave it for 30 mins to 
dry then I buff it off with a rag and a little paste 
wax. Next I sand down the ends to form a flat 
base for it to sit on. A disk sander is good for 
this if not, some sandpaper laid flat and a lot of 
elbow grease.

I cut a slot in the speaker for a mobile phone with
a router and a purpose made jig. 
The hole is 90mm x 15mm wide.

I cut a piece of leather to form the mouth of the 
hole and stick it on with Araldite.

Finaly some escutcheon pins give the job a bit
of flair.
You can see this low tech marvel at work on you
tube. Follow the Link Below:
                
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=AOm1qzvyn20
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Bob High’s Presentation on CNC engraving.

Bob was back with us after Peters presentation with a very interesting and technical talk on CNC 
machines. This leaves me with a problem in as much as I have to write a report on it and I am not at 
all well versed on all the techy stuff. 
I am a builder by trade and there are only really two bits of knowledge I need. 
One is: if it is not working, hit it with a hammer. No 2 is: if it still doesn’t work swear at it and get a 
bigger hammer. However, I will try to explain Bob,s talk and make up for my lack of knowledge 
with lots of piccies.

     

        
        
        



                                                            
These are some of the pieces that Bob has 
made on his Machine. 
The trophy on the left is a flat carved piece 
and the salt grinder below is a 4 axis 
carving which enables Bob to carve on a 
convexed surface.

                                                                                      

                  

      


