
HELP NEEDED! 
Who is going to stop us all having 
our tongues hanging out at 
Tea and Coffee Break as Paul is 
standing down after several much 
appreciated years? Please come 
forward to help the Club by taking 
on this important role ensuring 
refreshments remain available.

THANKS TO JOSH and DAVID 
We had an excellent first outing of 
the new AV system  with Josh in 

charge of the remote control cameras for Paul Hannaby’s demo using 
pewter. We apologise for the lack of sound as the microphones were 
working one moment and not the next ! 
Also huge thanks to Josh for modernising our website, which is now 
live and looking great.

We look forward to the system being used for Brian Tidmarsh’s talk on 
Bandsaws and their safe use after the formal part of the AGM and for 
Emma Cook’s demo on Zoom to the Gateway for the January meeting.

The new storage cupboard for the AV system is now done after David 
brought loads of tools and wood to make it happen. 

WOODTURNING CONNECT 2023

Congratulations to Peter Leach for his Commended for the 
smartphone stand in the AWGB Competition and Eddie Morgan for 
selling something when there were only a few sales this year.

THE RED CROSS
The AWGB is looking to assist the Worshipful Company of Turners in 
a Charity event to support The Red Cross on the 27/28th November. 
They are looking to sell small wooden turned items such as eggs, 
apples, spinning tops, snowmen,  Xmas trees etc with all proceeds 
going to the charity.

Please bring them to the AGM and Rob Lucas will pass them on to The 
Worshipful Company.

SAW OPEN DAY SUCCESS 
We came Second in the Inter Club Table Competition and Peter Leach 
came Second in the Open Invitational Competition with his wonderful 
stickware spheres. More details and photos are elsewhere.

ULEZ WARNING
Please be aware that the Gateway Centre  , our meeting place , is now 
within the expanded ULEZ catchment. We advise purchasing your 
permit in advance if your vehicle is not compliant . If you are not sure if 
your vehicle is compliant you can check on: https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/
driving/check-your-vehicle/ 
 
Gordon Cookson
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Paul Hannaby
Pewter Rimmed Bowl
Or how to get hot around the edge

Article by: Peter Leach

Paul had kindly consented to be our new AV guinea pig and was very understanding 
with the slightly late as we set up the brand new AV system. He began with a health 
and safety reminder for turning wood and an introduction on pewter and the way he 
was going to be using it. Go to his website if you need further information.

Preparing the blank of Walnut using a screw chuck in the jaws of a four jaw chuck 
and shaping the outside profile as seen on the new TV screens. Good, aren't they? 
Well done, Josh. 
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Preparing the MDF mould, note the spacer on the screw chuck, the completed mould ready 
for the molten pewter. Paul said that there was nothing special about the mould but did say 
that MDF is a better material to use due to it being stable and also having an even moisture 
content at all times preventing spitting when the molten metal is poured in. 

Forming the tenon on the outer edge of the blank that the pewter will be glued to and then 
removing some of the excess on the inner part of the bowl to ensure a good fit. Paul 
described the home made tool he uses to produce the tenon, a piece of 10mm square bar 
ground like a square scraper but with a groove cut into the edge to form the tenon, similar 
to a Sorby beading tool but square.

The blank now in the chuck on the tenon prior to preparing the top surface and the 
pieces of MDF used as the mould for the molten Pewter. In this case the mould will 
be a bit over sized but more of that later.



www.middxturners.com

The advantage of the crucible is filling the mould in a very controlled manner. A 
saucepan on the gas stove works as well, I've heard.

The crucible Paul uses with the mould raised up to be nearer the spout and starting 
the pour.

Casting a medallion in a wooden mould and the effect of moisture in the wood 
blowing a hole in the metal



www.middxturners.com

Back to the preparing of the face of the pewter ring and once flat taking 
measurements of the tenon on the bowl blank 

Paul also showed us that there are silicon resins that can be cast to make smaller moulds for 
use in this case as threaded inserts for a box. Again this shows the control of the crucible he 
uses and he recommended using one if you should get bitten by the “Alchemy”  bug. The 
white powder on the mould is talc which works as a releasing agent 

Details of the crucible which are readily available on the internet both new and 
second hand.
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Easing cut complete, ring ready to come out and filling the groove with superglue. 

The complete groove and the start of the easing cut inside the ring. Note the MDF 
mould has been cut back so the pewter is proud of the surface. This assists with the 
release.

Transferring the size of tenon and using a parting tool to form the groove for the tenon, the 
parting tool is the same width as the tenon. Note the paper on the lathe bed set to collect 
the bits of pewter. As they come off, they go straight back in the pot. 
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Working through the grades and polishing, ending with metal polish for that special 
shine.

Cleaning up the outside using a bowl gouge, very gentle cuts, and facing off the ring 
with a scraper. Again, very gentle cuts.

A bit of weight whilst curing and back on the lathe
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Very gentle work with a scraper and things are looking good.

Paul did have a failure of the superglue first time around which gave him the 
opportunity to show us the pewter he also uses that can be melted with a high 
wattage soldering iron. Not very tidy to start with.

Oops - greasy fingers! A coat of lacquer before handling would make all the difference.
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Nearly there and the finished effect in a split piece of African Blackwood. Something 
worth considering trying as there is no melting pot and runny hot metal just careful 
use of a soldering iron. Paul does sell this type of pewter.

Blast from the past.....
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Hello, and welcome to the first ever 
AWGB Regional Newsletter! I am 
hoping to publish these quarterly, 
and distribute them to all the club 
members via the club secretaries. 
It will be an electronic publication, 
as I have no budget for printing or 
postage, and I am conscious in any 
case that it would be your money 
I would be spending if I went 
down that route. So apologies in 

advance to those without email, and to those members in the 
region who are not in any club – although if you are reading 
this, well done for getting hold of a copy!

First of all, let me introduce the team. I am Richard Peers, and 
I hope you have heard by now that I have stepped forward 
as the new Representative for the Southeast Region, which 
includes your club. The region name is a bit odd, as those of 
you in East Anglia probably don’t feel very south, and those in 
Surrey and Kent are much more south than east, but we work 
with what we have...

I’ve been a member of East Surrey Woodturners since 1995, 
and on their committee since 2002. I decided to take the 
Regional Rep role because nobody else had, and there is a job 
that needs doing! I live near Croydon, so I am in easy reach of 
a fair number of the clubs in the region.

Helping me to get to the ones I can’t is Kevin Purse, a member 
of both the Ely and Kings Lynn clubs, which positions him in 
just the right place to cover the rest of you. Kevin holds the 
AWGB Tutor badge, and is now branching out into club demos, 
so you may see him at your club some time soon.

Joining us in November is Brian West, who lives in Welling . 
Brian and Kevin are both Assistant Regional Reps; you can 
raise any topics or issues with them just as you can with me, 
and if they don’t have an answer on the spot, they will pass the 
question on to me.

So what does a Regional Rep actually do?

The idea is to provide a link between you, the members, and 
the AWGB executive. If you have any ideas, issues or concerns 
that you think the association should be aware of, then please 
raise them with me or my assistants. You can contact me via 
email using the address serep@awgb.co.uk, or speak to any of 
us when we visit your club..

List of Clubs

There is a list of the AWGB-linked clubs on the AWGB website 
https://www.awgb.co.uk/clubs/  . I see part of my role as 
facilitating links between the clubs in the area, so they can 
work together to further their own and each other’s aims. 
To enable such collaboration requires you to know who else 

is out there! In addition, members of one club might like to 
attend other clubs in their area from time to time, or even to 
be members of multiple clubs. A list of clubs in the SE Area is 
available from Mike Bonnici  secretary@middxturners.com  

Club Visits

Ordinarily, Regional Representatives would only visit clubs 
in their region by invitation, and occasionally at that. This is 
to minimise the cost to the association of mileage claims; we 
know it is your money that pays for this, and we don’t want to 
fritter it away.

However, the Southeast Region has been particularly poorly 
represented over the last few years; at the Executive meeting 
at the beginning of the month, we agreed to an exception for 
the next year, allowing the team to visit every club at some 
point in that period. We have already started on this: I’ve been 
to Cheam twice (once to demonstrate), and connected to an 
on-line session of North London Woodturners, while Kevin has 
been to Cambridge Woodturners as well as his home clubs of 
Ely and Kings Lynn.

To save everybody money (and our travel time), can each club 
let me know of any on-line meetings that we could attend, 
please? Of course, if you’d prefer one of us to visit in person, 
please let us know, especially if you have a specific meeting 
in mind.

AWGB On-Line Forum

Did you know that there is an on-line forum on the AWGB web 
site? This useful feature allows you to post messages that 
can be read by other members who can then reply – a bit like 
Facebook groups, but without the spam, vitriol and security 
risks. As well as showing off your work, you can ask questions 
about anything to do with the craft, from wood to tools to how 
to source a particular item. There is even a section for buying 
and selling tools or wood.

The forum can be found from the AWGB home page – just 
select Resources, then Forum – or click this link: https://www.
awgb.co.uk/awgbforum/.

That’s all for this time around . Got ideas for the content in 
future newsletters ? Send them to me  serep@awgb.co.uk

Richard Peers , the new South East Area Representative has asked us to send this to our members:
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Dates for 
your diaries

November 10th & 12th -   North of England Woodworking Show in Harrogate.

2024

March 29th  - April  1st  - Love Food Event , Great Missenden.
May 10th & 11th -   Woodworks , Daventry. Group competition - Christmas Carousel (multi tier).
May 24th - 30th Great Barn , Ruislip.
August 24th - 26th Love Food & Love Dogs Event , Great Missenden.

PROGRAMME 2024 
January 16th  - Emma Cook ( Zoom to Gateway ) 
February 20th  - Workshop
March 19th - Chris Parker
April 16th - Workshop
May 21st - Anna-Marie Bennett
June 18th - No Club Meeting 

June 23rd - Seminar Steve Heeley 
July 16th - Workshop 
August 20th - TBC
September 17th - Workshop
October 15th - Ben Dick 
November 19th  - AGM plus
December 17th  - Christmas Party  

See the spectacular 13m long table made from the wood of a 
5,000 year old fossilised black oak tree

THE DISCOVERY OF THE JUBILEE OAK IN NORFOLK IN MARCH 
2012

In 2012 a giant black oak tree was discovered in a field at 
Wissington Fen in East Anglia. A 13.2m long section of an 
immense  tree had been preserved deep in the peat for 5000 
years. The tree is believed to have been 55 metres tall. For 
comparison, a present day oak tree is around 20 metres. Black 
oak is the nation’s rarest and most precious hardwood. It was 
decided that this incredible discovery needed to be preserved 
for future generations. Over ten years a team of privately 

funded specialist crafts people created a stunning sculptured 
table known as the Jubilee Oak Table

The black oak was discovered in 2012, the year of HM the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and was completed and unveiled in 
2022, the year of HM the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The table 
was dedicated to HM the Queen and is a “Table for the Nation.”

The table has only been on public view once before at Ely 
Cathedral throughout 2022.

Rochester Cathedral, The Chapter Office, Garth House,
The Precinct, Rochester Kent, ME1 1SX

The Fenland Black Oak Table
3rd March 2023 - 21st April 2024
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CLUB  
COMPETITIONS 
The items are judged in various ways and the points added up for the best 
10 months’ entries. The winner is awarded the Turner of the Year trophy, The 
Alan Spargo Shield, which is named after one of the founders of the Club. 
The idea is to encourage members to bring in a piece each month.

So whatever your skill, no matter what you have made, please bring it to the 
club meetings.

Another great turnout for the competition this month with 7 pieces on show. Lets see your gavel’s for the next 
competition.

Peter Russell Derek Pollecutt

Robert HibbertGiancarlo Ciuffardi Brian Tidmarsh

Ken HornMike Bonnici

October’s 
Competition - 
Gavel

Please continue to bring in items you have been working on.

Table Monthly Competitions 2023

October 17th Thin-stemmed goblet - 6 inches

November 21st Gavel

December 19th Christmas tree decoration



www.middxturners.com

Surrey Association of 
Woodturners - Open Day

As you may know already we came Second in the Inter Club 
Table Competition and Peter’s stickware spheres came Second 
in the Invitational Competition - so a good day!! 

We understand that visitor numbers were  down about 10%, 
possibly because of the rain in the morning. Our demos 
went well with Stuart giving a mini masterclass in miniature 
goblets with captive rings , which were watched intently and 
in amazement by the visitors. He has kindly donated the four 
to our charity sales table.  
 
Fortunately I was able to see David showing how goblets are 
made. I was busy building TV stands with Josh when he and 
Peter Leach showed how at the September Workshop evening.  

I enjoyed turning wet timber for a change making an amateur 
version of the great Bert Marsh’s winged bowl. As there were 
beginner turners watching, I stressed the use of safety shoes 

and a visor. Just as well as I dropped the chuck during take 
down, but it missed my feet ! One beginner was very intrigued 
by my little  bowl and she  was touched when I gave it to her. It 
was in wet lime that I got recently when builders chopped the 
top off a couple of lime trees as it was in the way for swinging 
steels into place. She is going to sand it when it has dried. 

Needless to say Gary Rance’s demos throughout the day were 
very popular.  

It was great to see Eddie and Mary Morgan and Brian 
Wooldridge with his daughter Sharon. 

After giving three books to the excellent raffle,  a lot of books 
from the recent workshop clearance were sold.

It was a pity not to see more members, as it is a very friendly 
show with lots to see. 

Gordon Cookson - Photos - David Wilks
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MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2023

January 17th Chris Bentley

February 21st TBA

March 21st Workshop

April 18th Robert Sorby

May 16th  Workshop

June 20th No meeting

June 25th Seminar - Margaret Garrard

July 18th  TBA

August 15th Kevin Hutson

September 19th Workshop

October 17th Ben Dick

November 21st AGM

TBC Christmas Party

I have been to see the equipment for sale and the condition is very 
good, he also has a full extraction system and various woodworking 
tools, planes, chop saw etc also for sale. The workshop is located in 
Bedfont (near Heathrow) Please contact Alan if interested.

Poolewood 1000 lathe 12” throw £300 variable speed (with bench)
Various size interchangeable chucks for lathe, price to be agreed
Delta Scroll Saw £100, Hegner Multicut 2 Scroll Saw £150
Contact - Alan Feltz - 07787561767

FOR SALE 

Middlesex Turners - Programme 2023

November 21st AGM

December 19th Christmas Party
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Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke 
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Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto

Committee Members:
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
Peter Russell
David Wilks
Josh Pinto

FOR SALE 
We have cleared a local workshop and David Wilks is listing and storing the items so that members can see which items 
they might be interested in. Proceeds will go to the club with a 10% donation made to the Harrow Gateway charity. Please 
contact Mike Bonnici - michael.bonnici@gmail.com if interested in any of the items on show.


