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Diary

14th January
Demonstration evening with Ben Dick
“Fun With Spinning tops”
Competition: a Spinning top

11th February
Workshop Evening
Competition: TBA.

10th March
Demonstration Evening with Mike Wood.
Competition: TBA.

“Editor’s Comments”    
A quieter time these past two months, a time to re-evaluate the future of the club with disaster 
averted at the last minute upon the appointment of new officers. 
Now we can look forward to moving forward with some fresh ideas of how to steer the club. 
We have been slightly through the doldrums these last few years with the change of venue and the 
change of meeting night, although there have been some significant advantages with the improved 
storage facilities and the ability to have the annual seminar in house.
It is a new year so lets have a new start with fresh ideas and a chance to sweep away the old apathy 
which infects the club. 
It is our club so we should all be involved. It is not just the committee’s club it is all of our club so 
don't leave everything to the few. Be involved. 
If you have ideas voice them to a committee member, there are many little jobs to do, many ways to
contribute and get involved. Just be a part of things and don't stand on the sidelines.
This is a good club and it has the potential to be a great club. Let’s get stuck in. 
Thanks to Mike Wood and Gordon Cookson for their submission regarding our new life members. 
Also a big thank you to Peter Leach for his excellent supplemental article on turning tool Handles.
(try not to fly off the handle Peter).

Happy new year.
Ben.
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NOVEMBER  AGM.
We had a good night for the AGM. Business was conducted, setting the club up for another year. 
New officers and a new committee member were pressed into service and we said goodbye to some 
long serving servants of the club. 
We extend a warm welcome to our new chairman Gordon Cookson and secretary Paul Burke, Also 
to our latest addition to the committee, Peter Russell. 
We are hopeful that this fresh blood will bring renewal to the MWA and breathe some fresh ideas 
into the meetings.
The evening’s business was concluded expediently and we moved on to tea break with some light 
snacks kindly provided by Mike Bonnici.
For the second half of the meeting we were treated to a film show compiled from you tube by Phil 
Jones. 
I found it particularly interesting to see the diverse techniques and use of tools that we do not use in 
our workshops. It was interesting to see the use of hook tools which where put to use in a trailing 
manner, also some of the work was done with the use of a very limited number of tools.

UXBRIDGE LIBRARY

 The Club exhibited at Uxbridge library for the second time this year. We were there from the 29th 
November to the 5th December.
We had a good display of work as usual in this very attractive venue but unfortunately the footfall 
was low and takings were down. 
Although the event was in one way a little disappointing it gave our stewards many good 
opportunities to talk about our craft and promote the club and woodturning in general.
It was good to have Don Rutherford join us for the first time. He submitted four rather nice bowls 
into the display and was rewarded with the sale of one of them.
Unfortunately we have lost a few of our exhibitors over the last couple of years and it is always 
good to welcome newcomers as the revenue received by the club is an important income so please 
think about exhibiting your work even if it is only a couple of pieces.



DECEMBER CHRISTMAS PARTY

We had a good turnout for the annual Christmas party
and it was an enjoyable event. We had the usual
bunch competing to make spinning tops  and there
was a great variety of efforts with about a dozen
people having a crack of the whip. There was a
diversity of designs with some adjusting the mass to
make the rim heavy or lower the centre of gravity.
Some turned the handle first and worked toward the
chuck and some did it the other way. I opted for one
decorated with a chatter tool and felt tip pens but as
you know I just like to show off. We had a laugh
when one poor gentleman's top exploded on him but
it is all part of the fun. 

We broke for food after the competition and what
a treat that was. Provided as usual by Eddie and 
Mary’s son Brian who did a sterling job including
all kinds of savoury dishes then desserts 
including a profiterole mountain. Just the job for 
our figures.
After our feast we sat back down again to a 
demonstration of top making by our president 
Stuart King and also by Gary Rance who we 
pressed to make a tippy top. This did not invert 
itself on the first attempt which Gary said was 
intentional, (sure thing we believe you Gary!) 
because it occasioned the opportunity for him to 
demonstrate how to correct the shape so it would 

work by jam chucking it and re-shaping it. Of course it worked perfectly this time. Great job Gary. 
We will now all buy one of your 1/4” round skews.
Now we drew the raffle.
This was arranged differently this time on the suggestion of Phil Jones. Instead of having a pound 
added to the meeting fee the committee raised the fee to £5 from £4 and sold the raffle tickets 
separately at £1 each or 6 for £5. The prizes were much better than before and the result was a much
better return for club funds. Well done Phil. Also thanks to Phil and his wife for the prizes including
two rather nice cakes made by Mrs Phil. Thank you. 
Finally the results of the Turner of the Year shield that has now been dedicated to Alan Spargo and 
re-named the Alan Spargo Shield. 
Third Place….       Gian Carlo Cuiffardi.
Second place……..Peter Russell
First Place………..Ben Dick.
Congratulations to all those who have entered pieces throughout the year as the quality of work has 
been consistently high.
Thanks also to Mike Mansfield who has organised this competition again this year.



TRIBUTES TO OUR NEW LIFE MEMBERS

At the AGM, club members wholeheartedly approved Ralph’s proposal that Tony Champion, Mike 
Mansfield, Mary and Eddie Morgan be made Life Members to recognise their service to the Club 
over many years. Here is a summary of what each of them has done so that all members can 
appreciate their massive contribution to the club. They have all given up many hours of their time 
and taken on responsibilities, sometimes involving not insignificant stress-levels so that other 
members can enjoy the benefits of a well-run club.
In addition to the monthly Committee Meetings, the Members are responsible for the set-up for the 
Club Meetings from 6.30pm and take down, the set up for all the exhibitions and taking the large 
lathe etc to Great Kingshill for the Seminar Days until 2017. 

MARY AND EDDIE MORGAN
All club members will know Mary because she has plied us with tea, coffee and biscuits at meetings
for about 21 years now. All with her inimitable good humour and witty observations!
I suspect though, that many members will not be so aware of Mary's invaluable service to the club 
as Secretary. A time-consuming commitment that she has carried out skilfully and to our great 
benefit from 2009 to 2018. Other committee members will know how much her input to committee 
meetings has contributed to their smooth running, with her excellent reports and thoughtful 
comments.
Since stepping down as Secretary, Mary has taken over from Ralph and organised demonstrators for
2020.
Eddie was a Committee Member from 2009 to 2018, the Raffle Organiser, a Demonstrator and 
Exhibitor at the Club’s Exhibitions, and a Workshop Evening Tutor for many years as well as 
portering Mary's refreshments. A cheerful and modest man, Eddie is in fact an outstanding turner 
who has put in innumerable hours and miles in the service of the club. His skills are exceptional 
having won the Turner of the Year shield in 2009, 2011 and 2015. He was also awarded the 
Graddage Trophy in 2007 and 2014. 

MIKE MANSFIELD 
Mike was a Committee Member from 2009 to 2019, including responsibility for the monthly 
competitions and Exhibitor with his very popular skeleton clocks. Up to the November 2019 
committee meeting Mike also liaised with Uxbridge Library to organise the Club's craft shows 
there. Mike could always be relied on to give a heartfelt exhortation to the membership to get 
involved in our competitions with his trademark self-deprecating wit. 

TONY CHAMPION
Tony joined the Committee in 2008, was the Chairman for 9 years until standing down in 2019.In 
Tony the club had a chairman who brought to the role many years' experience in industry and 
business as both hands-on engineer and organiser and he has seemed to relish problem-solving!
As well as his visible roles as Chairman directing meetings, operating the cameras, and turning up 
to the craft shows, behind the scenes Tony not only ran the committee meetings – with his typical 
energy, thoroughness and probity- but also did a tremendous amount of varied work on behalf of the
club.
He put his engineering skills to good use in the design and construction of the lighting and camera 
gantry for demonstrations, continually updating and improving it. He also maintained and repaired 
the club's small demonstration lathes, storing one of them and display boards at his home and 
transporting them to craft shows.
A regular at the Woodworks shows at Daventry, in 2019 Tony largely single-handedly ensured that 
the club had a presence at this excellent event.
We benefited greatly from Tony's research into the best deals when it came to replacing the club's 
main lathe in 2017.



Together with Ralph and Derek, Tony spent time and effort on finding us our current venue when 
the old one became unavailable again in 2017.
In addition to his work as Chairman, Tony is a very active turner, entering his work into 
competitions and craft shows and demonstrating there. He was awarded Turner of the Year in 2007 
and the Graddage prize in 2012.
He is also a member of the Society of Ornamental Turners, along with a number of MWA members.
In recent years he has developed his own method of rose engine work, which he demonstrated at the
club this year and about which he has been asked to write an article for the Woodturning magazine, 
flying the flag for the club.

DEREK POLLECUTT

The Club has been extremely fortunate to have Derek Pollecutt as our Treasurer and Membership 
Secretary from 2010 to 2018, following his service as a Committee member from 2004. Faced with 
a lack of applicants to replace him, prior to Paul Burke stepping forward, and despite difficulties 
with his eyesight, Derek stayed on as acting Treasurer until the AGM - allowing us to continue to 
function as a club. Derek worked at the Midland Bank.
Derek has also served on the desk when members and visitors come in and was made a Life 
Member in 2018.

This Article was submitted by Mike Wood and Gordon Cookson.

PHIL’S WORD SEARCH

Lathe manufacturers.
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Contributed by Phil Jones.



Skeleton Clock.

Goblets with captive rings.

Magic Chop Cup

Pierced spalted platter.

Box with Holm Oak Lid.

Hollow Form in Laburmum

Bowl with Floral Motif.
Ornamental Turned Box


