Middlesex
Woodturners
Association

No.154 September 2017

In this Edition

Editor’s comments

Editor’s Comments

. I came to my notice that the Committee was
Diary Dates: o T _
thinking of disposing of its small Carbatec lathe,
Shows Summary which is really too small for the Club’s purposes. I
asked to be allowed to bid for it, and heard no more
AGM 2017 . : .
for a time. Imagine my surprise when, at the
Recent News September meeting the lathe was formally presented
to me! I was quite overwhelmed, and for once, words

Reports: almost failed me. I feel greatly honoured by this great

Les Thorne Profile gift, and wish to properly thank my collegues for their
generosity. I shall set up the lathe for turning while
Les Thorne at MWA

Mike Wood Profile it easy to stand for long periods at my larger lathe, and
I have always found small scale turnery to be

Mike Wood at July Meeting attractive. Perhaps it is because I spent so much of my

sitting, which will be a great boon, as I no longer find

life wielding a micrometer!

Gallery

I have long felt that the comparatively new practice

President: Stuart King of Fractal wood burning, using very high voltage
Chairman: Tony Champion electric current is highly dangerous, even though the
Secretary: Mary Morgan 30 Stirling results are fascinating. Graham Burford has pointed
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out to me two recent reports of people being killed
while experimenting in this way, and other similar
reports have been seen on the internet. Both the
AWGB and its American counterpart have now

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
Derek Pollecutt

comprehensively banned all aspects of the practice. |
strongly recommend that you visit www.awgb.co.uk/

Committee Members Ralph Pooley,
Ben Dick, Eddie Morgan, Mike
Mansfield, Mike Wood, Phil Jones. %[an

Michael Bonnici

woodturning-safety and read all the information there.
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Les Thorne Profile

Les Thorne is a professional production turner from Hampshire. Having worked in and around timber
all his life the progression from sawmilling in to woodturning in the late 1990’s was a natural one.
Initially specialising in batch turning his work has now diversified into more teaching, writing and
demonstrating both home and abroad. Texturing and colouring has increasingly been appearing more
and more in his current work, this is partly due to naturally beautiful timbers being more difficult to
obtain with the cost becoming prohibitive. The other reason he states is that it is just a lot of fun and
anyone who meets Les will testify to the fact that he just loves turning and helping other people attain
there dreams. Les was awarded the Worshipful Company of Turners bursary award in 2007 which
enabled him to spend more time with some other innovative turners in the UK which has seen his

work develop even further.

Les Thorne at MWA

Les Thorne is
deservedly popular. We
have welcomed him at
MWA on many
occasions. He a most
skilled demonstrator
who offers much more
than just demonstrating
techniques. He
presents what might be
called a masterclass, filled with advice on every
aspect of the work in hand and the correct use of
tools, and much more besides. He has an
irrepressible sense of humour, and lightening
quick repartee when needed it, being always in
tune with his audience.

He had decided to make a box for this
demonstration. Simple stuff you might say, but
there is more to box making than meets the eye.
After roughing his blank to a cylinder, he turned
chucking registers on both ends. With tailstock
support, he first marked the wood to show the
proportions of body to lid. On this box he used
the rule of thirds: one third for the lid and two
thirds for the body of the box. After Using a
parting tool to mark the length of the lid, Les
rough turned the
shape he wanted for
the completed box. It
was not possible to
turn the finished
shape, because the
whole box becomes
shorter when the lid
is fitted.

Les kept up a constant commentary, full of
advice and hints and tips on what he was doing,
and made full use of the images from the
cameras on our two screens. Before parting the
two sections of the box, he cut into the depth of
the spigot on which the lid would fit, then
switched to a thinner tool so that he could leave
a witness of the spigot diameter on both pieces.
This would save much trial and error when
sizing the lid and its matching spigot later.
Putting the body part to one side, Les began
hollowing out the
lid, using a gouge
initially, and using a
pencil to show the
presentation of the
flute of the gouge to
the work but
digressing to show other tools which might be
useful. He was careful to match the spigot
recess to the witness mark on the body part.
The lid was parted off at this point. The body
part was gripped in the chuck, and hollowing
begun with a spindle
gouge. This removed
most of the waste
quickly. The remaining
waste was taken out with
a skew chisel to leave a
square cornered cavity.
Les also demonstrated
the use of a box cutting
tool, which is simply a narrow flat ended
scraper. The last task was to carefuly cut the
spigot to a tight fit with the lid. The box
seemed almost to be finished.
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Les Thorne contd.

It was then that things began to become interesting.  Les had a few

Les was about to decorate what was otherwise a minutes too

rather plain box. Using a long neck small angle spare, so he

grinder, with a carving cutter installed, he cut a mounted a

series of flutes around to body and lid of the box, length of ¥=
and across the top of the lid. This was not the softwood in the '
safest of procedures. Things were looking up! To Idemonstrated

finish off the top of the
box, Les created a roundel
at its centre and eased the
lid to a smooth ‘lift off’ fit.
We thought that the box
was finished then, but no,
Les had more tricks up his
sleeve. Out came his air

1 .
bead forming, " ﬁ
then gently ‘
ribbed his
professional colleagues with misshapen beads
named after them!
Finally, Les showed how unlikely tools could
be pressed into service at the lathe. A
carpenter’s firmer chisel, without regrinding,
made a good skew chisel, as did a common
screwdriver, though this did require
sharpening. In fact almost any cutting tool
works in the hands of a turner who knows how
wood likes to be cut, and how tools work.

This was a most excellent demonstration,
enlivened by Les’s lively personality and wit.
His constant informative commentary as he
worked, and his instinct for teaching offered

brush outfit. With a
selection of coloured [ 4

acrylic stains, he sprayed
many light dustings of
colour on the assembled
box. The body was parted
off, and reversed onto a
jam chuck for finishing.
What had been a plain box had now been

transformed into something unique. After a light
coat of protective lacquer, the finished article
could be passed around for everyone to admire.

something for everybody. It is no surprise that
Les is a sought after demonstrator both at
home and abroad.

Summary of shows and exhibitions for the year

2017

During the current year we have attended seven Craft Fairs or Exhibitions five of which we have demonstrated
the craft of woodturning.

Great Missenden in April and Mapledurham House in May were essentially food festivals with craft stalls
tacked on. This meant that the various signs that were erected did not mention crafts.

The Great Barn in May/June is the Hillingdon Visual Arts Exhibition where we had a large display and
provided demonstrations each day.

Eastcote House in June was a small one-day event held annually to raise funds for the house restoration.

The Irish Heritage Day in July has many varied crafts on display together with displays of vintage cars and
construction machinery.

We once again took space in Uxbridge Library during July/August as this provides a greater footfall than that
available at the Cow Byre and we will be repeating this for our November 3rd to 9th Exhibition and Sale.

October will see us visiting Surrey Woodturners Open Day where we will compete against other clubs for Best
Display and individual Best in Show. We will also have our own stand and provide demonstrations throughout
the day.



Mike Wood Profile

MWA Member Mike Wood is a professional turner. He runs his own business in Wing, near Leighton
Buzzard, where he offers services to trade and industry. He will also accept one off commissions.
Mike is a skilled and inventive turner, ready to give time to tricky assignments, and equally ready to
share his skills and knowledge with club members. He is a popular demonstrator at Middlesex
Woodturners, where he exhibits a keen sense of humour. There seems to be no limit to the range of
woodturnings that he can offer, and a visit to his web site is recommended.

www.mikewoodturning .co .uk

July Meeting with Mike Wood

MWA member Mike Wood was our demonstrator
in July. Mike is a man of many parts, and his
demonstrations
are always
somewhat
different from
the usual
offerings. We
were not
disappointed
on this
occasion. We
did not know
that Mike had
musical leanings, but we learned that he regularly
enjoys jam sessions with his friend Dave Bobby,
playing bass to his electric guitar. Dave is not a
turner, but he is a trained woodworker who some
years ago made his own electric guitar, and is
knowlegable about stringed instruments. Mike
wanted to make his own instrument, and being a
turner, devised a version of the ukulele which
incorporated as much turning as possible. He also
decided to make several copies of the instrument.
He researched much about building instruments
from his friend and also from the internet, where a
wealth of information is to be found. The body is
turned from sapele, which is segmented to
guarantee stability. It has a back attached by
screws to allow access for adjustments or repairsi
if needed. The the neck, incuding the head, was
made, two at a time, by split turning between
centres. Fingerboards are made of made of
rosewood. Mike made a large drum onto which
the blanks were mounted so that they could be cut
to a radius of 7.5 inches across the width. To mark
out the fret positions he made a pin board with
pins at the correct spacings. These marks would

be deepened to accept the fretwires, a task
carried out by Dave Bobby after the fingerboard
was glued in position. The soundboard is made
of close grained quarter sawn spruce, supported
by a brace on its underside, and glued in
position. Dave also fitted the nut and bridge,
strung the instrument, and treated Mike to a tune
when he collected it!

We were delighted to have Dave Bobby with
us on July 11th, and he obliged by playing the
finished round ukulele. At the time we did not
know how much he had been involved in its
production. The ukulele has a bright and clear
sound, typical of a quality instrument, and Mike
and Dave are to be congratulated on its success.
The story is not over yet. Mike has started
making a solid body version of the ukulele,
looking like a miniature electric guitar. A recent
development in string manufacture has made it
possible to build a bass ukulele. Ampification is
required, so Mike’s electric version could well
end up as a fretless
bass. We await the
outcome with
interest!

As a follow on
from Mike and
Dave’s evening
with us, we now
know that other
members of MWA
have made musical
instruments, though by using more conventional
methods. Pehaps we should form a band!!!

This evening was a refreshing and most
interesting change from our usual diet of pure
woodturning and we thank Mike and his
musical friend Dave for sharing it with us.

A note from the editor. | apologise for not having the usual
number of pictures. | was without my usual super camera, and
the substitute | was using was too slow to catch all of the action.



AGM 2017

Annual General Meetings are a very necessary part of the Club year. They are largely routine, and for
some, rather yawn inducing affairs. Understandably, we often find
attendance to be less than it normally is. Because of this, MWA does
try to compensate by making the second part of the evening more
interesting. Usually, one of our members will make a presentation of
a topic of general interest to members.

This year promises to be of greater interest than usual. You cannot
have failed to notice the automata which Stuart King has placed on
the display table. Automata are fascinating devices. Looking back
in history some truly wonderful items of engineering and ingenuity
have been made, but these are only to be found in museums and
private collections. There is another tradition in automaton making, which is related to the wooden
figurines found, and still made, as folk art in parts of Germany.

Stuart has made a study of this kind of woodcraft, as part of his encyclopaedic knowledge of
traditional crafts, many of which are in decline. Many folk automata incorporate figurines which, when
you turn a handle, perform actions often related to folk tales. Stuart has made and presented several of
these, and their construction bears close examination. Stuart has very kindly agreed to make a
presentation on his automata for the second part of the AGM in November. Please come to the
meeting and enjoy this part of the evening.

News just in.

Lathe For Sale

Naerok WL12037 almost unused, complete with four jaw chuck, faceplate & sanding disc. Motor
0.75 hp,
bed length about 4ft Swing probably around 10 or12 inches. Also available, two sets of tools, Marples
M1002, one of which looks unused. This is a bereavement sale. The price for the whole lot is £120. A
real bargain. Inspection welcome, but strictly collection only from Longford, Middx.
Telephone: Darrren Barker. 07850 646396

A note from Robert Bishop of Kraftinwood, at Kraft Village, HighWycombe.

Just the usual reminder that we our September demonstrator on the 30th is Simon Hope.

Simon is an excellent turner but does not unfortunately do too many demos due to his busy schedule so we
are very lucky to have him at Kraft Village. Simon is also bringing a selection of his various tools and
accessories so do not miss him from 10am to 1.30pm.

Mrs Louis Segal, 98 VINE LANE, HILLINGDON, UB10 OBE — TEL: 01895 233034
This Lady contacted me as she has now had to give up her woodwork because of health problems.

She says she has stocks of many varieties of timber which will now be in need of another good home. | can't handle
any more supplies so wonder if you’d like to circulate to membership and see if anyone else would like to follow it up?

Regards to all — Cliff Coleman.






