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Editor’s Comments

MWA has been very busy since the last Newsletter
was published. Not only has the normal
programme taken place, but we also have had
three shows. | would therefore like to pay tribute to
the hard work put in by our committee members in
organising and servicing the shows in particular.
The committee has also been well supported by
those members who have been hard at work
producing a vast amount of items of very high
quality for display and sale. We do have some
really good turners in MWA! Remember, the
Newsletter is in full colour on the web site
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Great Barn, Ruislip

Each year Hillingdon Arts association puts on a week long
display , mostly of pictures, at the Great Barn in Bury
Street, Ruislip. As a member of Hillingdon Arts, MWA
has a large
stand, and once
again, despite
the sales made
at previous
shows, our
members put
on a stunning
display of
really high
quality work.
The show is not well attended, largely because of poor
publicity, but MWA is beginning to accumulate a
following. There was a steady flow of interested people,
and sales were good enough to make the effort worth while
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Diary Dates

June 13th Liz & Mark Raby
July 11th Guy Ravine
July 19th 20th & 21st Live Crafts at Gt. Missenden



MWA All Day Seminar

This is one of the most important events of the
year for MWA. We were fortunate this year in
being able to secure Stuart Mortimer to take
charge of the day :

. Stuart last took
charge of our
Seminar in 2002.
At that time he
was already
internationally
known for his
development of
twist turning
from prosaic

table legs and candle sticks to eye catching
hollow forms. In the years that have passed since
- then he has
' further refined
,’ his techniques.
i He brought with
J him a selection of
L ¥ GU recent work,
Vu ranging from his
trademark large
forms to sparkling, jewel like miniatures, some
of which had real gold finials cast from his
original patterns.

Stuart was to givefs
us a crash course
in twist turning.
Using softwood
blanks, he
showed us how
to mark out the
twists, and to turn and carve single twists, double
twists and hollow double twists on spindles. First
- - + he demonstrated the
' traditional methods,
but to speed up the
work, he uses a
carving disc in an
angle grinder; not a
tool for the faint
hearted! He also
uses slower, but
safer rotary rasp on
a flexible shaft
drive. He said that
these two power
tools made possible
what he does. Of
course, there was
not enough time for
Stuart to fully finish
each piece. Much
hand work with

abrasives would have been needed, but he
showed us the essence of what would be
rquired and how much perspiration had to
accompany the
inspiration! Of
particular
interest was the
making of
Stuart’s
trademark
hollow twisted
finial, which is .
often the elegant |
finishing touch |
on his work. As
a ‘piece de
resistance’ he
made a tall thin
stemmed goblet
with a double
twisted stem,
and this one was
fully sanded
ready for finishing. An impressive piece of
work!

During the day, there were coffee breaks, and a
half time there was a good buffet lunch for all.
We were most vy 4
appreciative of i1 -
the efforts of the
“catering team”
of ladies from
the Club and
their assistants. 4

After the lunch N v
break, Stuart was .

asked to judge

the “Instant

Gallery”, and to award the Graddage Trophy
for the best piece made during the past year.
The lucky winner was Peter Leach, who
showed a
beautiful hollow
form box with a
fine finial. A
well deserved
award! Stuart
moved from
spindle work to
hollow forms.
Using partially
seasoned wood,
he took us
through all the
stages of
making his trademark large hollow twisted




Seminar contd.

twisted forms.
This involved first
producing a plain
hollow form, and
the fairly complex
marking out of
the twists. The
angle grinder
made short work
of piercing
through to the
interior, and the rotary rasp did much of the final
shaping and cleaning up of the twists A certain
amount of

Tk hollowing was
done after the
F T : \ twists were pierced,

as it was easier to
check the final wall
thickness. Again,
much hard work
with abrasive strips
would have been needed if this piece was to be full
formed, but Stuart did enough to show how he
tackled the job.

Using a length of
unseasoned tree
trunk, Stuart found
time to produce one —
of his very thin
walled hollow
forms. He
frequently uses
pierced work on
these, to produce eye catching results, but on this
occasion there was not enough time left in the day
for that. It was interesting to see how Stuart sets
about hollowing thin walled forms. He has a set of
gouges each ground to a different profile, which he
uses in sequence to clear out the waste wood from
within the form, and with these, he can get most o

the waste out
very quickly.
needing a
purpose made
hollowing tool
only for the
area under the
shoulder of the
form. Having
removed the
waste, he used
sanding sticks to bring the inside of the form
to a fine finish, but at this stage, the walls of
the form were still too thick. By plugging a
low power lamp into the tailstock, Stuart was
able to illuminate the inside of the form, and
it could immediately be seen how the light ,
passing through the wood, indicated the
thickness. The outside of the form was then
carefully turned until the light shone evenly
throughout. The outside was sanded, and
made ready for whatever decoration the make
wished to apply. During his presentation,
Stuart gave a running commentary on what he
was doing, with abundant hints and tips for
new and

seasoned

turners alike. b

demonstration

by a master of

his craft, which

for many would unlock some of the mysteries
of twist and very thin walled turning. There
turning clubs present. As always, the
Committee members and their assistants put
in much hard work in setting up and breaking
down the equipment for the day, and towards
the smooth running of the event

This was an
excellent

were over fifty people present, and it was
good to see delegates from other wood

MWA at Mapledurham

Mapledurham is a comparatively new venue for MWA which may well become a regular fixture i1
future. We are grateful fo HD Fairs for inviting us to this and other shows, and providing us with
excellent facilities. Unfortunately, your scribe was unable to atend this event, but it is reported to
have been successful, with an excellent display, good sales, and a busy team of demonstrators
working throughout the Bank Holiday weekend. We look forward to attending this venue again.

Your Tool Kit!

Your tools in life need only be Duct Tape and WD40. Ifit’s not stuck, and it should be stuck, -
Duct Tape it. If it’s stuck and it shouldn’t be stuck, - WD40 it ! Found on the internet.
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Woodworks at Daventry

Tudor Rose wood turners put on an ambitious
show in Daventry, to which MWA, amongst
other clubs, was invited. Daventry is a further
afield than we usually travel, but this year we
decided to take part. Every club was invited to

present a display of work, and to take part in
competitions, and MWA did well, to the extent
that Tudor Rose jokingly
complained that we had
taken all the prizes! This
was not quite true by the
way. The score was:
First Prize, Best
Competition
Candlestick. First Prize.
Best New Piece in Show.
Third Prize, Overall
Show presentation,
Pretty good, don’t you
think? We are of course
invited already to Next
Year’s Woodworks at
Daventry, when we shall
try to increase our score
of prizes.

Pictures show Peter Leach demonstrating at
Daventry, and also the prizewinning stand, the
candlestick, and the innovative box which was
the best new piece in the show.
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