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The MWA Newsletter is at last moving into the 
21st century . Beginning with edition Number 148,

the newsletter will no longer be distributed in paper 
form.  It will instead be published on line to every 
member whose internet address is on our files.  It 

has been originated in full colour for many years, 
but the extremely high cost of colour photo copying 
has necessitated conversion to old fashioned black 

& white for publication. Needless to say, no amount 
of Photo Shopping can make B&W pictures look 
esactly like the original objects!   Of course, there 

are some members who are not on line, and for 
them, and also for visitors to the Club, a small run 
of B&W paper copies will still be produced.   Unless 

the number is very small, the budget will not run to 
colour printing.  Important. If you are on line, but 
don’t receive your newsletter in August, please 

e-mail me. on  alan@al2783hare.plus.com

I would like to thank MWA member Stephen Tribbick 
for helping to compile a full list of  members’ e-mail 
addresses

Alan

        For your Diary

June 12th.  MWA All Day Seminar, 

July 14th .  Ben Dick will demonstrate.

July 19th to 5th August.  Exhibition in  Uxbridge 
Library UB8 1HD   Details will be announced .

August 11th. Workshop evening, incl. sharpening.
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Hello and welcome to the first edition of the newsletter 
in digital form.  You will notice some changes in the 
presentation, as I have celebrated the event by at last 
investing in a new computer, which has set me on a 
steep learning curve! The new computer does not have 
the same simple programmes as the old one, hence the 
changes, though I have been able to transfer our 
familiar masthead. Expect a few experimental changes 
in the editions to come! I hope that you will all enjoy 
having a full colour  edition at last, which you are free 
to print if, as I do, you find hard copy more easy to read 

If you get a B&W copy and you are already on line, 
please confirm your on line address with me. 

You will notice that this edition is concerned entirely 
with the MWA Seminar in May. I will send another 
Newsletter out soon, with more reports.              
      

     Alan                       

Dates for your Diary 

September 8th     Nick Agar. 
October 13th      Paul Howard.  
October 30th       Surrey Association of 
Woodturners Open Day.  Mytchett, GU16 6AA. 
November 7th to 12th   Cow Byre Exhibition, 
Ruislip.  HA4 7SU. 
November 10th  AGM Plus 
December 9th   Christmas Party,  

    August 2016 

mailto:marymorgan3@sky.com
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The seminar was held in the village hall in 
Great Kingshill, Bucks. An excellent venue 
that we have used for many years. The 
expert demonstrator in charge was Colwin 
Way.  Colwin has been turning since his 
early teens, and is a well known 
demonstrator at woodturning clubs. He is 
employed as a resident expert by Axminster 
tools. 

Colwin began with a 
demonstration of the 
finer points of 
spindle turning, 
making an elegant 
spindle from 
softwood. There was 
a running 
commentary on 
every aspect of the 
job, and some 
impressive turning 
skills were displayed. There was stuff here 
for even experienced turners. 

Colwin’s next  piece was a thinly turned 
shallow bowl.  In traditional fashion the blank 
was mounted on a screw chuck for initial 
operations. The screw chuck was in turn 

held in a self centring chuck, 
and the blank was  given 
tailstock centre support, 
always a good idea! After 
truing the rim, Colwin used a 
bowl gouge to shape the 
underside of the bowl, being 
careful to first turn a short 
spigot to allow of re-chucking 
for turning the inside. The 
underside was fully finished, 
sanded and sealed before 
re-chucking.  Again, a bowl 

gouge was used to take out the waste. With 
a thin walled piece, chatter will always occur, 
so there was some discussion on methods 
of reducing the problem. Using a smaller 
section gouge helps, and support may be 
given. The photograph shows a common 
method.   

Seminar 2016
Colwin relied on 
sensitive fingers 
to gauge the 
thickness the 
bowl. 

As before the 
surface was fully 
finished and 
sealed. It 
remained now to  
finish off the bottom, and deal with the 
chucking spigot. There are several ways 
of approaching this task. As this was a 
thin and quite delicate bowl, Colwin used 
shaped false jaws in the chuck. These 
were made of ply wood  attached to jaw 
plates. These false jaws can be 
repeatedly re-turned, and he scooped out 
a shallow recess of the same diameter as 
the bowl, so giving maximum support 
without damage and the job was soon 
done 

A coffee break 
gave Colwin 
some respite 
during the 
morning, and 
also gave 
members a 
chance to 
discuss the 
demonstration 
directly with him. 
Lunch was an excellent affair. Three 
courses, no less! Prawn cocktail 
starter, varied and ample buffet, and a 
double dessert to finish, and plenty of 
fruit juices to wash it all down. The 
local caterer plus the good offices of 
members’ wives ensured  that 
everything was ready for us, down to 
doggie bags before we went home. 
More was to come though. Colin had 
two more items for us before the day 
was over, and the judging of the Instant 
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between centres, with a Steb centre doing 
the driving. leaving only small areas to be 
finished in the jam chuck a During the 
afternoon, we enjoyed another coffee 
break, provided again by the ladies of the 
association, whose support was greatly 
appreciated by all. 

As usual there was an excellent display of 
fine workmanship in the Instant Gallery. 
Judging was for two categories. The first 
was for best on display, and the second 
was for the 
Graddage Trophy/ 
The Trophy is 
awarded to the 
member who has 
submitted the best 
piece made within 
the last twelve 
months. The awards 
were made by Colwin, who praised the 
high standards on display.


Once again this was a most enjoyable 
and informative and well organised 
Seminar. Colin Way covered a vast 
amount of ground with his several well 
presented items. He was at all times 
ready to deal with questions, and 
accompanied his demonstration iwth a 
host of information about tools and 
turning techniques. The catering was 
very good too, and the venue much 
improved by the installation of state if the 
art audio-visual equipment.

Colwin’s  last major piece was based upon 
the elegant spindle he had turned at the 
beginning of the day.   Taking a length of 
pine, he again went through the stages of 
making his single, but this time, instead of a 
pommel. he made a carefully sized spigot. At 
this point we were not sure of what  he was 
making, though we recognised the same 
skilful stages seen on the earlier spindle. 
When he chucked a disc of pine, we realised 
that he was making a base for a candlestick. 
but there was no sconce at the top of the 
spindle. All was revealed when he produced 
a disc of polished copper with a small centre 
hole. A steel pin was driven into the top of the 
candlestick, the copper disc threaded over it 
and we had an elegant candlestick with a 
removable sconce for easy cleaning. 

There was still 
a little time 
left, so Colwin 
completed his 
stint by 
demonstrating 
his preferred 
method of 
making 
wooden fruit. 
Many turners use a small screw 
chuck, home 
made of course, 
to perform all the 
work, but Colwin 
uses a wooden 
jam chuck for the 
final operations  
These chucks are 
home made from 
close grained 
wood ,in varied sizes, as they dictate 
the diameters of fruit being made. The 
entire shape of the fruit was turned

A view of 
Colwin’s  
finished  
bowl.



 

Gallery.
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