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I am glad  to report that the first edition of the on 

line Newsletter went out with very few problems.  

If there are any members who are on line, and 

still have received a black & white edition by 

post, please contact me on  

spargo73@waitrose.com   (not my usual 

address). 

I am going to try to catch up on recent activities, 

so this may become a bumper edition as I look 

back over the Summer programme. 

May I remind members that this is your 

newsletter, so if you wish to make any 

contributions to it, they will be gratefully 

received. I can accept pictures in .jpeg format, 

and text in any of the usual formats, also typed 

hard copy. I can also accept your items for sale.  

Finally, I would like to think Ralph Pooley who 

has once again arranged the programme for 

2017. 

Alan

Dates for your Diary 

November 7th to 12th   Cow Byre 

Exhibition, Ruislip.  HA4 7SU. 

November 10th  AGM Plus 

December 9th   Christmas Party, 
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Ikibori  

Our demonstrator for 

July was MWA 

member Ben Dick. 

Ben is noted for his 

willingness to try 

new techniques and 

unusual methods 

applied to his turnings. He is very good at 

what he does too!   Ikibori is the name the 

Japanese have for a decorative technique, 

showing raised bumps on a plain surface, 

often paired with matching hollows.   For 

his demonstration, Ben would be making a 

wide rimmed bowl, decorated with Ikibori.   

His blank was a piece of sycamore, as 

Ikibori works best with softer close grained 

timbers, often in conjunction with colours.  

The blank was first skimmed on its face 

and edge, and a spigot 

formed, then sanded, and 

marked on its face to 

show where the pattern 

was to be placed, and 

also the size of the 

central hollow.   Off the 

lathe now, Ben began to 

punch in the pattern with 

a home made tool.  The 

tool was simply made 

from a suitably sized bolt 

and two nuts.  The end of the bolt had been 

smoothly rounded and polished, while the 

nuts were locked into place to form a depth 

stop.  It is most important that the wood 

fibres are not severed as the depth stop.  

Indentations were hammered into the wood 

to form the pattern. Now for the technique 

which turned the hollows into humps.  First 

the blank was 
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remounted on the lathe and sprayed with 

black paint making sure that all the hollows 

were blackened. When the paint had dried, 

the face of the bank was turned away until 

every blackened hollow had just 

disappeared. Off the lathe again, the blank 

was steamed over boiling water, which 

raised the 

compressed areas 

of grain, resulting 

in the desired 

bumps.  Simple 

when you know 

how!

The rest of the 

demonstration was 

familiar turning 

techniques, 

including the use of 

a “dolly” to support and drive the bowl as 

the chucking spigot was turned away, 

leaving just a nub to be removed by hand. 

Finishing the decorated surface was not 

easy, requiring careful hand work with 

flexible abrasives 

rather than papers 

or cloths. The 

finished surfaces 

also lend 

themselves to 

finishing by use 

of coloured 

paints. An 

example is shown 

in the Gallery 

section

Throughout his 

demonstration, Ben explained what he was 

doing, highlighting important points, and 

was always prepared to answer questions.  

This was a most interesting demonstration 

of a technique which we had not come 

across before, and Ben is to be 

congratulated  for his willingness to 

experiment with new ideas. 
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August 

Workshop  

The August workshop evening was 

rather different from our usual offerings 

of techniques.

We were to make a three legged stool, 

modelled upon the stool which had 

done well at the Daventry Show earlier 

in the year.  It was to be a group effort, with the four components 

made by assorted members. (Your scribe wondered how it would turn 

out, having remembered the old adage about a camel being a horse 

designed by a committee.)  It turned out (no pun intended) very well. 

There was good level of interest by members, and a number of brave 

souls took turns (again no pun intended!) at the three lathes, and 

between them produced three creditable legs and a top within the 

evening.  The blank for the seat was pre-drilled, as we already had the 

jig we used at Daventry, and the detail work on the legs had been 

simplified, partly to reduce the level of skill required, and partly to 

speed up the job.  Altogether this was a splendid idea, and we can be 

sure that from time to time a similar group effort will be laid on. We 

should thank the experienced turners who were there to guide the less 

experienced members.

Nick Agar is a well known 

demonstrator.  He is 

especially known for his 

decorative techniques, and 

as expected displayed a 

number of them during this 

evening’s demonstration.  

All his work was 

demonstrated on items made from sycamore, a 

bland and featureless timber which need 

decoration to give it some character. As he 

worked he gave a very detailed commentary on 

everything;  choice of materials, tools, aids to 

better performance, and of course, techniques. 

Nick began by turning the outside of a simple 

bowl from a sycamore blank, and sanded it to a 

fine surface.  The first decoration began with a 

very simple technique using an artists’ diffuser 
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with a quick drying colour. 

This was a background layer.  

The next stage used an 

airbrush and various masks to 

add detail to the decoration.  

Nick gave us much 

information on airbrushes 

Those he uses are at the 

expensive end of the 

spectrum, with full two 

way control of  the 

spray pattern. 

However, there are 

many less expensive 

models available, 

depending upon the 

degree of control of 

the spray required. 

Perhaps the most basic 

types should be avoided because of their lack 

versatility.  The photographs show how Nick used 

his airbrush on the outside of the bowl. Nick then 

September Meeting cont.



September Meeting cont. 

pointed out that  paint spray cans can be used 

effectively for decoration.  He returned his 

demonstration bowl to present a clean surface, 

and showed how by spraying from a distance and 

“brushing” with the spray onto a moving surface. 

This produced another splatter effect. Any quick 

drying finish would do this. Nick combined this 

technique with some basic carving, using a small 

long nose angle grinder with a carving cutter 

fitted. The photos give the general idea.  As a final 

short demo, Nick turned 

a near spherical object 

fro a scrap of square 

timber, and showed how 

to produce a two tone 

effect using just spray 

paints. Useful for 

Christmas decorations!

Nick had left his best tricks 

until last.  He is an expert 

with an air brush, and he 

treated us to a display of 

some of his 

skills.  He had already shown us 

the use of templates on turned 

work, but for this final show, he 

attached sheets of paper to a 

makeshift easel, and proceeded 

to draw, using just his air brush, 

and templates.  The results 

were impressive, especially 

depictions of leaves. 

Unfortunately, your editor’s 

camera battery died at a 

crucial moment, and there 

is only one photo available 

to show just how skilled 

Nick is.    This was an 

excellent demonstration. It 

was assumed that we knew how to turn, though 

Nick did o!er a commentary on his turning. Most 

of the evening was devoted to decorative 

techniques. There was something for all, from 

beginners to experts alike.

Woodturning videos on-line 
Many of you must have encountered some pretty grim on-line woodturning videos, full of bad practice and 

glaring health & safety breaches. Your editor was very pleased to receive the following  e-mail from  MWA 

member Graham Burford:

As you well know, there are a lot of appalling videos on-line, and many leave a lot to be desired. The 

American Association of Woodturners now has a section on their web site of videos which are “vetted for 

content, quality and good safety practices”. 

American Woodturners site:  http://www.woodturner.org  click on ’videos’ tab, then AAW video source  

Or http://aawvideosource.org/php/video_detail_view.php?_x=1

Great idea - videos are categorised into a number of topics , making searching easier.

Hope the selection will expand with time.
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Words of  Wisdom  (Think about it!)  

“Tools do what you want them to do when you know what they want to do.” Frank Paine



       MWA Programme 2017 
January 12th Phil Jones 

February 9th Workshop Evening 

March 9th Greg Morton 

April13th Workshop Evening 

May 11th Margaret Gerrard 

June 8th Workshop Evening 

July 11th  Seminar with  
     Jason Breach 
 July 13th Les Thorne  
August 10th Workshop ‘Evening 

September 14th Mike Wood 

October 12th Steve Healey 

November 9th A.G.M Plus! 

Membership Renewal 
You will shortly be receiving your 

annual Membership Renewal forms. 

As the AWGB is asking for renewals to  

be in by the end of the year, may we 

ask you to be prompt in correcting any 

errors you find on the forms, and 

returning them to the MWA Treasurer 

with your fee. Please do not pay any 

membership fees direct to the AWGB 

as they are included with your Club 

subscription.  Life members please 

pay the AWGB fee to the MWA 

Photos:  Derek Pollecutt
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Club entries for Wizardry in Wood Exhibition 



Gallery
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