
HELP NEEDED!
Who is going to stop us all having our 
tongues hanging out at Tea and Coffee 
Break as Paul is standing down after 
several much appreciated years? Please 
come forward to help the Club by 
taking on this important role ensuring 
refreshments remain available.

HEALTH & SAFETY
Many thanks to David Wilks for his 
preparation of a new Health & Safety 
Guideline, Safe Working Practice, and 

Risk Assessment sheets for the Gateway and Events. These will be made 
available to members in the near future. We hope that everybody will find 
them helpful and indeed follow them.

STILES & BATES
Sadly this friendly, helpful business is closing down at the end of March. 
Discounts are available! 

ULEZ WARNING
Please remember that the Gateway Centre, our meeting place, is now 
within the expanded ULEZ catchment. We advise purchasing your permit 
in advance if your vehicle is not compliant. If you are not sure if your 
vehicle is compliant you can check on: https://https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/
driving/check-your-vehicle/

HILLINGDON PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA SPONSORSHIP 
The MWA was listed as a sponsor of the Tuba chair in the November 
Concert’s Programme because four of us have been made aware that 
Hillingdon Council has withdrawn their sponsorship of the Orchestra. 
They have started a Sponsor an Orchestra Chair scheme. We  thought you 
might be interested to know that we have sponsored Ben’s tuba chair for 
£50 and have sponsored the percussionist’s chair as well. 

AGM REPORT
My report of the Club’s activities for the year included thanking the 
Committee Members for their various much appreciated contributions, 
especially Josh for the Newsletter, the AV system and new website.

John Thei was welcomed to the Committee. 

Those of you at the AGM will have seen the Income and Expenditure 
Statement  to September 30. You may have realised that there was a Deficit 
on running the Club for the year of £105  before the exceptional income, 
which we can’t rely on,  and the new AV equipment. This shows the need to 
hopefully increase our income from higher attendance at meetings, new 
members, shop sales and increasing the Seminar fee. 

COFFEE EVENINGS 
These should start again in the New Year with the date to be announced. 

Wishing members a Happy Christmas and creative New Year.

Gordon Cookson
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Brian Tidmarsh
Bandsaw Construction 
and Maintenance
Following the club AGM, Brian gave us a presentation on Bandsaw 
Construction and Maintenance. Covering all aspects of the workings, 
setup and safety with some great tips on getting the best from your 
bandsaw. The notes from his presentation follow this page.

Blade alignment jig used for setting up the blade.
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Bandsaw Construction,
Maintenance & Use

A bandsaw is one of the most useful machines in your 
workshop in preparing wood for turning.
 
The bandsaw is probably the most dangerous 
machine in your workshop, closely followed by a 
circular saw or chop saw. It is therefore very important 
that it is set up and used properly.

Bandsaw capacities

•	 Maximum height, the distance between the table and the top blade guide, on this 
saw it is 9” or 125mm.

•	 The maximum length between the blade and the machine frame, 14.5” or 368mm
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Bandsaw Construction
•	 The main element is the continuous saw blade 

which is made from a length of saw blade, with 
ends butt welded together, and then dressed 
on a grinding wheel to make a smooth joint.

•	 The rest of the machine is constructed to drive 
the blade and control it to produce an even 
cut through the material, be it wood, plastic or 
even metal.

•	 The teeth are cut similar to those on a hand 
saw, with alternate teeth set to the left and 
right to provide adequate clearance for the 
blade as it progresses through the material.

•	 Blades are sold in different widths, different 
teeth per inch, and with length to suit your 
machine.

The top wheel angle adjuster.
The blade tensioner adjuster.

The motor.
The extractor outlet.
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•	 The blade is held in position due to the tension between the two drive wheels and deviation, due to 
cutting forces, is prevented by the upper and lower guides.

•	 Each guide has a thrust bearing behind the blade and either pads or rollers either side of the blade to 
restrict blade wander.

•	 Top guide thrust roller is adjustable both in and out and pivots to position on the rear of the blade.

•	 The side rollers are adjustable independently either side of the blade.

•	 The bottom guides are adjusted in the same way except that the side guide are pads not rollers.

•	 There are machines with different configurations using rollers supporting the sides of the blade by 
their circumference.
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•	 The table is the support for the material being cut, and the adjustable fence.

•	 The table can be adjusted through an angle of 45 degrees.

•	 The fence can be adjusted across the table either side of the blade and dimensions set by a sight glass 
onto a ruler beneath. It is clamped to the front rail which in turn is bolted to the table.

•	 The table is split from front to centre to allow the blade to be loaded and unloaded, this split also has 
a locating plug to maintain alignment across the split.

•	 The blade runs through a removable insert which gives access to the bottom guide.
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Removal of the Blade
•	 Unplug the machine from the power

•	 Remove the fence and the front rail

•	 Lower the top blade guide to within a few 
inches from the table

•	 Remove the table insert

•	 Slacken the guide pads and rollers of both the 
top and bottom guides and adjust them away 
from the blade

•	 Remove the alignment plug from the slot in the 
table

•	 Open both top and bottom doors

•	 Slacken the blade tension

•	 Wearing protective gloves hold both sides of 
the blade and ease it out of the machine

•	 Following the folding instructions twist and 
fold the blade and fasten with a tie or tape.

Maintenance and Setup
•	 Clean any buildup of dust on the drive wheels.

•	 Vacuum all dust residue. 

•	 Oil all adjustable setting screws, pivots and 

slides of the tension and tracking control and 
the belt tensioner.

•	 Replace any worn parts such as grooved thrust 
rollers. 

The best time to maintain your machine is when the blade is removed.

Selecting a Blade
General rules for selection are: 
Always use the widest blade that you can when cutting your workpiece.

When cutting curves use this table:
Blade Width			   Minimum Radius
0.5”     (12.7mm)		  2.5”     (63.5mm)
0.375” (9.5mm)		  1.062” (26.9mm)
0.25”   (6.35mm)		  0.75”   (19mm)
0.187” (4.8mm)		  0.5”     (12.7mm)
0.125” (3.2mm)		  0.375” (9.5mm)
Select the number of teeth per inch so that you always have a minimum of three teeth cutting. 

Fitting The Blade and Setting Up
•	 Wearing protective gloves, hold the blade to 

prevent it uncurling and cut the retaining tape 
or ties.

•	 Carefully allow the blade to uncurl whilst 
holding two loops.

•	 Check that the teeth will be cutting down when 
fitted to the machine, (the blade can be twisted 

inside out, if so, twist it back).

•	 Holding the blade either side, locate it into the 
machine over the two wheels, you may need to 
adjust the tension a little more to get the blade 
in place.

•	 Adjust the tension so that you can rotate the 
wheel by hand and the blade is driven
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Setting the Blade Tension and Tracking
•	 Take extra care for the next operation

•	 Close the doors, reconnect to the power and 
run the machine to allow the blade to settle in 
position, stop the m/c and wait for the blade 
to stop, open the top door and check that the 
blade is central on the wheel and adjust the 
tracking until it is.

•	 Raise the blade guide to the top and adjust 
the tension so that the blade deflects from 
the vertical 6.5mm, at the mid height, with a 
sideways push of 3kgs (or as recommended for 
your m/c).

•	 Close the door and run the m/c again to settle, 
the blade should run smoothly without any 
unusual noises.

Setting the Table Square to the Blade

Do this before the top and bottom guides are adjusted.

•	 Loosen the table clamp and ensure that the table is located 
against the stop.

•	 Tighten the clamp.

•	 Gently slide a machine square across the table to lightly 
touch the blade behind the teeth.

•	 If it is out of square loosen the table, adjust the stop, 
retighten the table clamp and check again.

•	 Repeat this process until you achieve the squareness setting.
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Setting the Upper Guides

Setting the Lower Guides

•	 Lower the upper guide to within 80mm above 
the table.

•	 Slacken the guide bolts and adjust the guide 
block so that the side guide rollers are 1.5mm 
behind the gullets of the blade and clamp the 
bolts. 

•	 Adjust the rear thrust bearing to 1mm behind 
the blade and swivel it so that the blade crosses 
the bearing midway between the centre and 
the rim.

•	 Adjust the side rollers each side of the blade 
leaving a gap of 0.5mm.

•	 Adjust the guide block so that the side supports 
are 1.5mm behind the gullets of the blade.

•	 Adjust the rear bearing as the top but touching 
the blade.

•	 Before tightening, push the blade back with a 
piece of wood so that it touches the top guide 

bearing, it is then set in line with the top guide.

•	 Adjust the side supports as the top guides with 
a gap of 0.5mm.

•	 Refit the table insert, the table alignment plug, 
the front guide and the fence.

Setting the Fence in Line with the Table
•	 With the guide rail and fence fitted to the table insert a 

round rod (a drill shank will do) into one end of the slot 
and slide the fence to touch it, gently clamp the fence to 
the table. Slide the round rod along the slot and check 
that it is the same fit.

•	 If necessary, adjust the fence by slackening the fixing 
screws inserting another rod at the other end of the slot 
and tapping the fence gently against them, retighten the 
screws and recheck.  

Safety Advice
•	 Be aware, a bandsaw cuts timber, plus flesh 

and bone just as well. Don’t let it.

•	 The blade will be hidden in the work and 
suddenly appears at the end of the cut in fresh 
air waiting to continue with your hands.

•	 Always keep your hands 100mm away from the 
blade and never in line with the cut.

•	 Always use a pusher stick when getting near the 
end of a cut.

•	 Stand with one leg in front of you to keep you in 

balance in the event of a sudden advance of the 
workpiece.

•	 Make sure the workpiece is stable on the table, 
use a fixture if necessary.

•	 Always look at what you are doing, never allow 
your attention to wander away form the task.

•	 If you find that cutting requires you to push 
hard then the blade is probably not cutting 
properly, change it.
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Dangerous Practice

•	 The cutting force is downwards and the friction force from the 
feed both add to the rotational force to the workpiece.

•	 This is difficult to control when you are struggling to cut a 
heavy log and the result can be the log rotating out of control, 
causing damage to the blade, machine and worst of all 
dragging you into contact with the saw (this all happens very 
quickly).

The Safe Solution

•	 Fix a baton with two screws to the log, this then counters the 
two turning forces and will enable the log to be cut safely.

•	 Another solution is to make a sledge to mount the log on, but 
this will raise the height and will further restrict the size you 
can cut.

Tips
•	 If you push the work too hard the back of the blade will be 

forced against the thrust roller.

•	 Let the saw progress it’s way through the cut.

•	 If progress is slow the blade may be getting blunt, they are a 
consumable item.

•	 Check the workpiece for inclusions, like nails, staples, screws, 
stones. They will blunten the blade.

•	 Always start the saw and let it run up to speed before contact 
with the workpiece.

•	 Remove all tools from the table before starting the machine.

•	 If you find it difficult to cut a straight cut (i.e. if the cut 
wanders in one direction) the set or sharpness on one side of 
the blade may be the cause.
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Dates for 
your diaries

2024

March 29th  - April  1st  - Love Food Event, Great Missenden.
May 10th & 11th -   Woodworks, Daventry. Group competition - Christmas Carousel (multi-tier).
May 24th - 30th Great Barn, Ruislip.
August 24th - 26th Love Food & Love Dogs Event, Great Missenden.

PROGRAMME 2024 
January 16th  - Emma Cook ( Zoom to Gateway ) 
February 20th  - Workshop
March 19th - Chris Parker
April 16th - Workshop
May 21st - Anna-Marie Bennett
June 18th - No Club Meeting 

June 23rd - Seminar Steve Heeley 
July 16th - Workshop 
August 20th - TBC
September 17th - Workshop
October 15th - Ben Dick 
November 19th  - AGM plus
December 17th  - Christmas Party  

2024 Membership 

Following the AGM on Tuesday, the subscriptions for 2024 were agreed and have been updated on your subscription form. 
The increase is the AWGB. There is no increase from the Middlesex Woodturners Association it remains at £10.

If possible please pay via Bank Transfer, the deadline is December 19th. Please help me by meeting this deadline.
Our Bank details are - Account Name: Middlesex Woodturners Association, Sort Code: 40-20-07, Account Number: 8144 3054

In addition, you will need to reference your transaction and I ask you to use your full name.
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Remember these and the club demo where I managed to turn 
one in under an hour.

Well as they say practice makes perfect or nearly in my case, in 
turning the restraining bar for the child’s rocking chair I got 
getting carried away with threading a whole bar just to see if I 
could.

Andy Coates wrote an article in Woodturning Magazine showing how to 
make a 19th Century style candle stand and at the end he adapted it to 
take a mobile phone clamp. Using some of my stored wood could I make 
something similar. A piece of Ebony on the lathe.

PETER LEACH
Twisted iPhone Stand
The inspiration came from Andy Coates and the Daventry Darning 
Mushrooms leading to hours of fun and pleasure

RAFFLE PRIZES 
NEEDED!!
If you have any suitable item that 
would make good raffle prizes, please 
bring to the club meeting, we will keep 
them for future raffles.

Also, we have recorded the winning 
numbers since October 2023.

October: 15  27  88  20  51  48  9  40
November: 90  25  42  97  17  61  33  77  
56

WHAT WOULD HELP 
YOU TO ATTEND 
MORE MEETINGS?
We know that some members have 
difficulty driving to meetings especially 
at night or because of ULEZ.  So if 
you would like help, please let me or 
another committee member know and 
we will see if someone could give you a 
lift. If you  can offer a lift, please let us 
know.
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Ebony is messy to turn but you can cut a coarse thread but it 
takes time and patience

Threaded all the way and the ring that will take the bracket for 
the phone cradle, having a reverse direction on the lathe helps 
with running the bracket backwards and forwards to ensure a 
smooth action.

Close-up of the ring and thread on the shaft, very satisfying 
when complete but there needs to be a base. The recess on 
the underside of a piece of Sapelle that was stained as dark as 
possible for the colour match 

The threaded blind hole in the base, not the easiest of woods 
to cut a thread in but then the Cherry offcuts used for various 
holding jigs wasn’t easy either. Practice, practice and more 
practice.

Carpet pad helps 
shape bowl bottoms
Cutting the relief in the bottom of 
a turned bowl is easy now that I’ve 
developed a padded faceplate. I 
mounted a large 3⁄4” plywood disc 
to a standard lathe faceplate. Then, 
using contact cement, I glued a 
piece of foam carpet pad to the front 
side of the plywood disc.

Starting about 2” from the center, 
I marked concentric circles at 1” 
intervals using a felt-tip marker, 
as shown in the inset drawing. The 
circles allow me to center bowls of 
different diameters on the foam-
covered face of the plywood disc.

To mount a bowl, I use a dab of 
hotmelt glue to secure a short length 
of 1” dowel to the bottom of the 
bowl. The tailstock center fits against 
the dowel and holds the bowl firmly 
against the foam-covered disc. To 
complete the recess, I carefully 
remove the stock under the dowel, 
remove the piece from the lathe, 
and trim off the remainder with a 
sharp chisel.
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The initial parts for the mock-up of the phone stand and put 
together with my phone case for effect  

Making the arm between the ring and the phone holder, the 
design was changed for the arm with an internal thread in the 
end of the arm on the finished stand. 

The mock-up with the finial blank on top and trying to get the 
finished finial to look right in comparison to others. 
Proportions must be right.

The completed stand with phone in place.
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Yes, it was worth
the effort. 

Stiles & Bates

AN ANNOUNCEMENT

After 27 years of hard work and fun, we have decided to cease 
trading from Upper Farm from March 2024

From April 2024 Dalmann UK will take over our timber/
woodturning blanks business.

We first started trading with Dalmann UK in 2014 and they 
have become almost our sole supplier of quality ‘Exotic’ 
timber and blanks.

We know they share our no-quibble attention to detail and 
service, so we are delighted that our legacy will continue.

On top of that, Dalmann plan to bring in a new range of 
overseas timber as part of their expansion into retailing direct.

From mid-November 2023 we will be offering online and in 
the shop, discounts on ALL items except woodturning blanks 
which will remain at 2022/23 prices.

We will continue buy in timber to cut woodturning blanks 
until the end of January and will be making orders from some 
suppliers so our customers are not left in the lurch in the run-
up to Christmas

For callers to our plank store, all planks on sale will be 
discounted by 20% at the counter.

Exceptionally amongst our ‘Exotics’, Aussie burrs, Banksia 
Pods, Indian Ebony and Olivewood will be discounted to clear.

This may be your opportunity to stock up or buy that long-
coveted machine!

Discounts are based on prices we published from in January 
2023.

Our main reason for calling it a day is that with the huge surge 
in customers we now have, we are finding it impossible to find 
planks or round timber stocks of the quantity, quality, and 
variety we need to keep up with an ever-increasing demand 
and justify our annual catalogue.

The same applies to accessories and machines across the 
range.

We’re getting on a bit too.

Opening in September 1996, it has been hard work and a lot 
of fun.

We have made numerous friends amongst our customers and 
will miss their friendship, the yacking and banter, so we would 
like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your business, 
your trust in our advice and your loyalty to us over the years.

The team we have here is the best we have ever had, running 
a very smooth operation at the busiest times, and keeping the 
place spruced up during the lulls.

 STILES & BATES
E-mail: info@stilesandbates.co.uk
Website: www.stilesandbates.co.uk
Phone: 01304 366 360

Congratulations Peter for his 
Commended Award at the 
Woodturning Connect 2023.
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CLUB  
COMPETITIONS 
The items are judged in various ways and the points added up for the best 
10 months’ entries. The winner is awarded the Turner of the Year trophy, The 
Alan Spargo Shield, which is named after one of the founders of the Club. 
The idea is to encourage members to bring in a piece each month.

So whatever your skill, no matter what you have made, please bring it to the 
club meetings.

Another great turnout for the competition this month with 6 pieces on show. Lets see your Christmas Tree 
Decoration’s for the next competition.

Mike Mansfield Derek Pollecutt

Tony Champion

Ken HornMike Mansfield

December’s 
Competition - 
Christmas Tree 
Decoration

Congratulations to John Thei who picks up first prize for his Gavels.

Please continue to bring in items you have been working on.

Table Monthly Competitions 2023

December 19th Christmas tree decoration

John Thei
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FOR SALE 
We have cleared a local workshop and David Wilks has compiled a detailed list with images (separate PDF sent with this 
newsletter) and is storing the items so that members can see which items they might be interested in. Proceeds will go to 
the club with a 10% donation made to the Harrow Gateway charity. Please contact Mike Bonnici - michael.bonnici@gmail.
com if interested in any of the items the list.

Perform CC 102.  Thicknesser.  With 
spare blades.  £50

Contact Peter Russell if interested -
petergayerussell@yahoo.co.uk
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MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2023

January 17th Chris Bentley

February 21st TBA

March 21st Workshop

April 18th Robert Sorby

May 16th  Workshop

June 20th No meeting

June 25th Seminar - Margaret Garrard

July 18th  TBA

August 15th Kevin Hutson

September 19th Workshop

October 17th Ben Dick

November 21st AGM

TBC Christmas Party

I have been to see the equipment for sale and the condition is very 
good, he also has a full extraction system and various woodworking 
tools, planes, chop saw etc also for sale. The workshop is located in 
Bedfont (near Heathrow) Please contact Alan if interested.

Poolewood 1000 lathe 12” throw £300 variable speed (with bench)
Various size interchangeable chucks for lathe, price to be agreed
Delta Scroll Saw £100, Hegner Multicut 2 Scroll Saw £150
Contact - Alan Feltz - 07787561767

FOR SALE 

Middlesex Turners - Programme 2023

December 19th Christmas Party

Middlesex Woodturners Association

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke 
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Committee Members:
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
Peter Russell
David Wilks
Josh Pinto
John Thei

Mitre Saw and Bench Top Table Saw for Sale.
These saws belonged to my friend David Bobby who passed away earlier this year. I am selling them on behalf 
of his partner Stephanie.

They have seen only light use and are in good condition.

Bosch CGM SL8 mitre saw with manual. £185.00.
Lumberjack BTS 210 benchtop table saw. Missing the extruded aluminium fence and sliding mitre fence. £50.00

Contact Mike Wood if interested - mike.woodenleg@yahoo.co.uk, Tel: 07828 418532


