
HELP NEEDED!
Please come forward to help the 
Club by taking on the important 
job of providing Tea and Coffee at 
the Club Meetings.  

Also wanted is someone to take 
charge of sourcing the Raffle 
Prizes.

CHRISTMAS PARTY
Many thanks to the record number of members (14) for taking 
part in the ten minute Christmas Tree making at the party. 
Complete trees will be put on the charity table. Also thanks to 
Paul for organising tasty Christmas food.

HEALTH & SAFETY
The new Health & Safety Guideline, Safe Working Practices 
and Risk Assessment sheets for the Gateway and Events are 
being updated and will be made available in the Members only 
area of the website in the near future. We hope that everybody 
will find them helpful and indeed follow them.

MEMBERS HANDBOOK 
This is being updated and will be discussed at the February 
Committee Meeting.

COFFEE EVENINGS on zoom
We will be asking members by phone whether they would like 
these to start again as numbers have been dwindling. 

HILLINGDON PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA SPONSORSHIP
The MWA will be listed as a sponsor of the Tuba and 
Percussionist chairs in the March  3rd  Family Concert 
Programme  at 4 -5pm at the Winston Churchill Theatre, Manor 
Farm, Ruislip as four of us have sponsored them 

ULEZ WARNING
Please remember that the Gateway Centre, our meeting 
place, is now within the expanded ULEZ catchment. We 
advise purchasing your permit in advance if your vehicle is not 
compliant. If you are not sure if your vehicle is compliant you 
can check on: https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/check-your-
vehicle/

Wishing members a creative New Year.
Gordon Cookson

TURNING
TALK

Ready..... 
Steady.....
TURN!!!!!
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RAFFLE PRIZES 
NEEDED!!
If you have any suitable item that 
would make good raffle prizes, please 
bring to the club meeting, we will keep 
them for future raffles.

Also, we have recorded the winning 
numbers since October 2023.

October: 15  27  88  20  51  48  9  40
November: 90  25  42  97  17  61  33  77  
56
December: 101 54 63 79 13 28 72 44 30  
49 96

WHAT WOULD HELP 
YOU TO ATTEND 
MORE MEETINGS?
We know that some members have 
difficulty driving to meetings especially 
at night or because of ULEZ.  So if 
you would like help, please let me or 
another committee member know and 
we will see if someone could give you a 
lift. If you  can offer a lift, please let us 
know.

Christmas party
The MWA Christmas Party kicked off with the traditional Ready 
Steady Turn competition. This year the object to turn was a Christmas 
Tree with 10 mins to complete the task..

First up to the lathes were Gordon and Mike Wood.

Thanks must go to Paul for a 
cracking Christmas feast, the 
farting Santa was helping again 
this year, and Peter Russell & 
Paul for the Raffle.

With contributions from Rob Hibbert, Mike Wood, Gordon Cookson,  
Stuart King, Brian Tidmarsh, Tony Champion, David Wilks, Richard 
Hartshorne, Les Alexander, Josh Pinto, Derek Pollecutt, Phil Jones, 
Peter Leach and Mike Mansfield.

Bob was on hand to assist the 
judging and eat the leftovers 
from the Christmas Buffet

The judging of the Ready Steady Turn 
competition was down to Ben Dick (& 
Bob) who awarded the prize for best 
Christmas Tree to Mike Wood, well 
done Mike!
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Photos by John Thei
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Guildhall 
Christmas Market
Founded in 1961, the Guildhall Christmas Market 
is the largest fundraising event for the British 
Red Cross and one of London’s most successful 
Christmas Markets. The gothic splendor of the City’s 
most renowned medieval building, the Guildhall, 
provides a truly atmospheric and memorable venue 
for this special event.

MWA were pleased to have donated items to the 
Turners stand which raised £3180.00 to help the 
British Red Cross. The Turners’ Clerk thanked the 
Middlesex Woodturners for their great contribution, 
which was very much appreciated. The Duke of 
Gloucester opened the Fair and spent quite a long 
time at the Turners stall as he was fascinated by all 
the pieces.

Funds raised will support the humanitarian work of 
the Red Cross, helping people in crisis in the UK and 
in 191 countries across the world. The British Red 
Cross is part of a movement that is there for people 
as soon as crisis hits. It is your support that makes us 
the world’s emergency responders, whether we’re 
supporting people after the impact of flooding here 
in the UK, being there for families fleeing Ukraine, 
or responding to any other emergency.

Thanks to Rob Lucas for review and photos.
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January 16th
Emma Cook
The Tiny Turner

zOOM ONLINE MEETING INFORMATION

PLEASE NOTE: The meeting will open at 6.30pm 
with a prompt start time of 7:30pm.  If you know 
you’re going to join late, please let us know, as we 
may lock the meeting aft er it’s started.

Please ensure whatever device you are using to 
join the Zoom meeting has the latest version of 
either the App or Zoom Client before joining.  To 
enable us to use Zoom to its full capability, we 
need everyone to be running on the latest version.

IMPORTANT: For the security of the meeting, we 
are using the “Waiting Room” function to monitor 
who is entering the meeting.  Can you please 
ensure that your full name is displayed, not your 
email address, not your device name or anything 
else.

It is free to have a Zoom account and we encourage 
you to sign up and set your profile details so it 
displays your name automatically every time you 
join our meetings.  On entering the meeting you 
will be asked to enter your name.  If your full name  
is not displayed, check in your Zoom profile and 
amend as necessary.

Meeting details with the link to join will be emailed 
to you on the day of the event. Please check your 
email, and if you have not received our email and 
have paid, please contact Josh on 07950 380566 or 
Mike on 07795 830934.

During the meeting, Zoom microphones will be 
turned off  during the demonstration, however if 
you have a question please use the chat feature in 
Zoom to send your question.

Interactive Remote Demonstration at The Gateway
or if you can’t make it to the club, via ZOOM

Emma will be showing us how she makes her Cupcake Box
with Hand-carved detailing.

If you are planing to attend via Zoom the cost is £5.00 payable via bank transfer before the event - 
Account Name: Middlesex Woodturners Association

Sort Code: 40-20-07, Account Number: 8144 3054
Please use “Jan IRD” as payment reference
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CLUB  
COMPETITIONS 
The items are judged in various ways and the points added up for the best 
10 months’ entries. The winner is awarded the Turner of the Year trophy, The 
Alan Spargo Shield, which is named after one of the founders of the Club. 
The idea is to encourage members to bring in a piece each month.

So whatever your skill, no matter what you have made, please bring it to the 
club meetings.

Another great turnout for the Christmas Tree decoration competition this month with lots of pieces on show. Lets 
see your Valentines gift for the next competition.

Tony ChampionKen HornMike Bonnici

Josh Pinto Josh PintoDavid Wilks
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Mike Mansfield

January’s
Competition -
Valentines Gift

Peter Leach

Derek Pollecutt Ben Dick

Derek Hibbert

Congratulations to Ben Dick
who picks up first prize.

Please continue to bring in items you have been working on.
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Table Monthly Competitions 2023

January 16th Valentine gift

February 20th Toy or Puzzle

March 19th Bowl with round bottom

April 16th Egg cup and egg

May 21st Decorated turned item

June 23rd Seminar

July 16th Whistle

August 20th Apple/Pear

September 17th Something music related

October 15th Childs stool

November 19th Christmas gift

December 17th 2024 challenge

Congratulations to Peter Russell, the 
winner of the Alan Spargo Shield for 
2023.

Here are photos of the railings for the carousel 
- trays of turned pieces and then the first set of 
six railings being glued up. There will 3 sets of 
six railings in the end. When all the turning is 
counted up there are 114 separate bits although 
the banisters were turned as a set of pick-up 
sticks and cut down to length.

Carousel Update
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As a bonus after the Christmas Trees , Gordon 
showed us his variation on therming. The more 
usual version was shown to us in June by Margaret 
Garrard at the Seminar - Newsletter 186 and also 
there was an article in Newsletter 187. These show 
4 pieces or more having the same pattern turned 
on each face. 

Gordon’s version had two larger pieces of 
weathered oak with different designs on each face 
as shown in the picture of the jig on Gordon’s own 
old large lathe . As the wood varied slightly in size 
, the faces to be turned were levelled up with a 
straight edge. Also if a pattern is to be repeated on 
a different side of the wood as with adjacent sides 
of a corner, the positioning of the wood needs to 
be checked with a set square. 

Decoration with tape position for tool. 

THERMING
VARIATION By Gordon Cookson
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The undoing and tightening of the nuts with 
their extra locking nuts is a bit tedious with an 
open ended spanner. However a very welcome 
Christmas present ( after a big hint! ) of an 
adjustable wrench spanner should make life easier 
and quicker! 

The designs can be made by using a variety of 
tools - narrow round scrapers, narrow bowl gouges 
or a 3 sided point tool with the pieces of wood in 
different positions in the jig. 

Single wood decoration. 

The holes for the candle and tea light holders were 
made by forstner bits using either the therming 
jig or positioning the wood on Cole jaws with 
several two high rubber doorstops for grip.  Then 
a small recess was turned around each hole so 
that the holder would allow the wood to sit flat 
as there were candle holders on one side and tea 
light holders on the opposite side as shown in the 
picture. 

Ready for candle holder hole to be drilled on Cole 
jaws.

Candle holders with recess to sit flat on table. 

Different candle and tea holder positions. 

The patterns on the wood ends were made using 
either the jig or a 4 independent jaw chuck as the 
wood was not quite square and a pointed tailstock. 
This avoided marks from a steb centre or similar 
in the headstock. A small piece of hardboard was 
fixed with masking tape to avoid marking the wood 
with the chuck jaws. 

Ready for end decoration.
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End decoration held in jig.

Box before lid parted off.

This picture shows the box being hollowed out 
with a large forstner bit.                                                                                       

End decoration held in jig.

He wishes that after cutting the large Dexion 
rightangle pieces in half he had filed away the 
small amount of the corner that was left. It 
sometimes stops the wood from sitting as closely 
as it might to the base. 

The faceplate is attached to the jig with bolts 
screwing into Tee Nuts. This means that  normal 
nuts on the jig side don’t get in the way of wood 
sitting on the base board. 

Obviously the jig diameter has to be able to fit 
on your lathe after his embarrassment at the 
party when the MWA lathe is slightly smaller than 
Cheam’s, where he had demonstrated the previous 
week and his own!

Some people expressed concern about safety 
when using the jig. With a large tool rest in position 
and your hand on it, there seems to be little risk 
as shown by Gordon’s unmarked arms!  Thinking 
about this aspect, please be careful when turning 
the lathe on and off depending on the switch’s 
position. 

As a few people had a good look at his jig, he looks 
forward a lot to seeing your versions and pieces 
made on it. 
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FOR SALE 
We have cleared a local workshop and David Wilks has compiled a detailed list with images (separate PDF sent with this 
newsletter) and is storing the items so that members can see which items they might be interested in. Proceeds will go to 
the club with a 10% donation made to the Harrow Gateway charity. Please contact Mike Bonnici - michael.bonnici@gmail.
com if interested in any of the items the list.

Perform CC 102.  Thicknesser.  With 
spare blades.  £50

Contact Peter Russell if interested -
petergayerussell@yahoo.co.uk
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Mitre Saw and Bench Top Table Saw for Sale.
These saws belonged to my friend David Bobby who passed away earlier this year. I am selling them on behalf 
of his partner Stephanie.

They have seen only light use and are in good condition.

Bosch CGM SL8 mitre saw with manual. £185.00.
Lumberjack BTS 210 benchtop table saw. Missing the extruded aluminium fence and sliding mitre fence. £50.00

Contact Mike Wood if interested - mike.woodenleg@yahoo.co.uk, Tel: 07828 418532
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Middlesex Woodturners Association

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke 
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach
Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto

Webmaster: Tony Champion
Committee Members:
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
Peter Russell
David Wilks
Josh Pinto

MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2023

January 17th Chris Bentley

February 21st TBA

March 21st Workshop

April 18th Robert Sorby

May 16th  Workshop

June 20th No meeting

June 25th Seminar - Margaret Garrard

July 18th  TBA

August 15th Kevin Hutson

September 19th Workshop

October 17th Ben Dick

November 21st AGM

TBC Christmas Party

I have been to see the equipment for sale and the condition is very 
good, he also has a full extraction system and various woodworking 
tools, planes, chop saw etc also for sale. The workshop is located in 
Bedfont (near Heathrow) Please contact Alan if interested.

Poolewood 1000 lathe 12” throw £300 variable speed (with bench)
Various size interchangeable chucks for lathe, price to be agreed
Delta Scroll Saw £100, Hegner Multicut 2 Scroll Saw £150
Contact - Alan Feltz - 07787561767

FOR SALE 

Middlesex Turners - Programme 2024

Januray 16th Emma Cook - Remote demo

February 20th Workshop

March 19th Chris Parker

April 16th Workshop

May 21st Anna-Marie Bennett

June 23rd Steve Heeley

July 16th Workshop

August 20th T.B.A.

September 17th Workshop

October 15th Ben Dick

November 19th Workshop

December 17 Christmas Party

Middlesex Woodturners Association

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke 
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach
Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto

Committee Members:
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
Peter Russell
David Wilks
Josh Pinto
John Thei

Dates for 
your diaries

2024

March 29th  - April  1st  - Love Food Event, Great Missenden.
May 10th & 11th -   Woodworks, Daventry. Group competition - Christmas Carousel (multi-tier).
May 24th - 30th Great Barn, Ruislip.
August 24th - 26th Love Food & Love Dogs Event, Great Missenden.


