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CAROUSEL
Huge thanks to Peter Leach for
designing and masterminding the
Carousel, which won the inter-
club competition at Woodworks
Daventry by 17 votes to 10. Peter
also came Second in the Best
™ Individual entry for his Child’s

= Rattle. The Carousel also was Best
in Show at the Great Barn Combined
Art Show with Giancarlo Ciuffardi
winning a Highly Commended for one of his Carved rim Dishes.

TEA, COFFEE AND RAFFLE ORGANISER
Many thanks are due to Paul for continuing with these roles as sadly
no-one has come forward.

MEMBERS HANDBOOK

The updated Handbook was approved at the Club Meeting on April
16 . It will be in the Members Only section of the website with the
changes returned to normal type and the explanations for them
removed. Many thanks to John Thei, David Wilks and Josh Pinto for
your considerable help to me with the updating.

SEMINAR JUNE 23
Looking forward to seeing you at Steve Heeley’s Demo.

Q www.middxturners.com
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HILLINGDON PHILHARMONIC CONCERT

Their Summer Concert is on June 22 at 7.30pm at the Winston
Churchill Hall, Ruislip . Tickets £15 https://hillingdonphil.co.uk/
concerts/

MWA will be mentioned in the Programme as sponsors of Ben Dick’s
chair and a percussionist, because of four members’ sponsorship.

CRITIQUE - YOU CAN BE THE JUDGE

I ran this discussion successfully for the Herts & Beds club on June
11 instead of in April at the Adeyfield Community Centre, Queens
Square, Hemel Hempstead HP2 4EW. They are kindly making a
donation to Ealing Samaritans as a thank you.

The delay was because they had Nathanael Griffiths demonstrating
segment turning of a small vase making use of previously prepared
segmented rings. Nathanael’s piece was chosen by the V&A Museum
at the Woodturning Connect 2023 and he has won various other
prizes . It was an excellent demo and is written up in their April
Newsletter. https://hertsandbedswoodturners.co.uk/newsletters

Gordon Cookson
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WORKSHOP
DECORATION

April’'s meeting was hands on, with Stuart showing us some texturing
and decoration with the club members getting involved.

www.middxturners.com

RAFFLE PRIZES
NEEDED!!

If you have any suitable items
that would make good raffle
prizes, please bring them to the
club meeting, we will keep them
for future raffles.

Also, we have recorded the
winning numbers since October
2023.

2024

January: 4528 3420 39 25 55 14
February: 66 54 3549 86 76 105
3083

March: 80102 1116621 118 20
9535

April: 255016 1127 60 43 52 37
338

May: 58 44 38 653510125224
16

WHAT WOULD
HELP YOU TO
ATTEND MORE
MEETINGS?

We know that some members
have difficulty driving to
meetings especially at night

or because of ULEZ. So, if you
would like help, please let me

or another committee member
know and we will see if someone
could give you a lift. If you can
offer a lift, please let us know.

Ultra low
emission

ZONE




THE JUBILEE TABLE
THE FENLAND BLACK OAK PROJECT

Enthused by Peter Leach’s article in the October 2023
Newsletter, | went to see this fabulous Table in Rochester
Cathedral in April shortly before it moved on in its tour. A
carved inscription on one end of the Table acknowledges
that the tree was found in 2012, in commemoration of
Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee Year. At the other end is an
inscription that acknowledges the Table’s completion in 2022
in commemoration of Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee Year.
The large number of sponsors’ names are carved into the
underside of the top.

It was at the side of the Nave with its side leaves down as
seen in my friend’s photo. The hinge is shown The especially

S

developed River Joint is also visible. This is effectively a long
but wavy tongue and groove joint.

A purpose built dehumidifying kiln was used for nine months
to dry the planks, which needed 18 people to carry one !
Traditional air drying would have been too aggressive. The
planks shrank to almost half their thickness, a quarter of their
width and even 150mm in length. The drying process reduced

the weight of the planks by a staggering 1.8 metric tonnes ! By
contrast two people can now wheel it to change positions in
the Cathedral, usually with the side leaves down.

The massive Table is underpinned by a phosphor bronze
cantilevered central section with 34 specially designed hinges
and two pairs of large oval legs. These are clearly shown on
their website https://www.thefenlandblackoakproject.co.uk/
our-story.
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After my visit, | had some questions which | emailed to
thefenlandblackoakproject.co.uk. To my surprise Hamish
Low, Chairman and Lead Craftsman, kindly rang me to discuss
them.

| was sure the middle of the Table was made of three planks
and each of the folding down leaves used a plank each. This
meant five planks out of the ten made and | wondered what
happened to the other planks. Also there was a doubt about

whether any of the planks were quarter sawn using a mobile
sawmill.

The middle section was in fact made of five planks and the
folding leaves used three planks. To help with preservation
of this special timber, after cutting a plank off the outside of
the log, the position on the sawmill was changed so that some

quarter sawn planks were possible.

The remaining two planks are to be made into pairs of
harlequin coffee tables by various craftsmen still to be chosen.

The finish was many coats of oil to help preservation followed
by many coats of a mixture of carnauba and beeswax and oil.
The wax mixture will be used to keep the finish as good as it
is now.

The planned tour so far will be to Lincoln Cathedral followed
by Blackburn for about a year each, with it continuing to be
used for events. These will include fundraising for charities,
which “sell” places for the dinner. There is room for 48 people
around its 13 metre length. (pic6)

The final home for the Table has not been decided.

Allthe decisions concerning the Table take a long time because
they are made by the Project Charity Board considering the
different aspects involved.

Gordon Cookson

Photos by Kathy Smyth
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CLUB
COMPETITIONS

There are two competitions each month. One is for you to make that month’s
challenge, there are two sections, Beginners and More experienced. The winner
gets a £5 voucher, which can be used to pay their next month’s Meeting Fee or for
the shop or books.

The other competition is for any piece of your turning that hasn’t been entered in
this competition.

The items are judged in various ways and the points added up for the best 10
month’s entries. The winner is awarded the Turner of the Year trophy, The Alan Spargo Shield, which is named after one of the
founders of the Club. The idea is to encourage members to bring in a piece each month.

Bring in your best work from the last year for judging at
the Seminar for the Graddage Trophy .

www.middxturners.com




April’s competition only had one entry so the winner was Ken Horn
for his egg and egg cup. There was a better turnout for the decorated
turned item and the winner was Tony Champion.

TABLE OF MONTHLY COMPETITIONS 2023

Sunday June 23rd Seminar
July 16th Whistle
August 20th Apple/Pear
September 17th Something music related
October 15th Childs stool
November 19th Christmas gift
December 17th 2024 challenge

CLUB T-SHIRTS

We have contacted the supplier for the club T-Shirts, if you are interested in getting one for yourself or a gift for a
loved one, please contact Mike - secretary@middxturners.com who will act as the collection point for orders and the
only condition is that we need an order of a minimum of £50.00.

Prices are: Sweatshirt - £23.88, Polo - £20.34, Hoodie - £39.24 & Smock Badges Price TBC ( minimum order 10 )

All prices include VAT and there is a minor reduction for club logo only and no name.

‘ Sex
Woodturners
Widke Bonmeor

Middlesex
Woodturners

Mtee Bonanice

Logo Size: Left Chest Logo 86mm wide

www.middxturners.com




CHRISTMAS
CAROUSEL

Challenge for Daventry 2024

The making of a winner

Article by Peter Leach

Bood - orks

@ Daventry 2024

Certificate awarbed
To

MrdnLe Sckx

FFor 1% Prize
Carousel
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Show Organiser 11 May 2024
Hosted by Tudor Rose Woodturners

As usual the internet is one place to start, a screen shot to get the “little grey cells”
working and help from Woodturning and Colwin Way (Issue 331 & 332).
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| had an idea of the overall size of the carousel but started with the windmill on top,
these odd shaped bits are some of the blade holders, turned in pairs between ring
drives.

The completed vanes but note the problem with the spacing of the holes on the
boss to hold them and the completed windmill.

The framework and the turning part of the carousel with the top gallery, later to be
increased in diameter.




The central shaft and the bearing it sits on, the “O” ring is there to stop it slipping as
this is only a mock-up and not all the parts are glued together.

The completed mock-up including one candle holder and one set of railings.

There were 141 separate pieces for the railings on three levels of the
carousel. The completed railings and the feet ready for painting.




The main columns ready for the fluting and on the lathe using a Dremel
for the fluting with a ball cutter.

The gallery and stanchions with the chain to see if it will work and the
painting of Mike Woods reeded columns.

Tony Champion’s motor drive mock-up with a proper roller bearing, the
carousel has a Boxwood bearing and a close in view of Gian Carlo’s
finials and the gallery for the band.




Two of the pictures sent to Stuart King and Mike Wood for the scaling of
the figures they were making. All the platforms or flat bits were cut out
and the holes drilled by Mike Bonnici.

Coming together, the main columns in the background needed to be redone with
sanding down and repainting and the second picture is the almost complete
carousel. Ken Horn’s feet added, Tony’s motor working we just needed some
people and animals.

—
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ANNA-MARIE BENNETT

DEMONSTRATION

Anna-Marie gave a very thorough description of what she
was doing to make a tear drop earring along with a similar
pendant in the first half and a Saturn Ring pendant in the
second half with much emphasis on the safety aspects. This
was worthwhile for less experienced members, but | suspect
more experienced ones would have liked more content.

As the pieces of wood needed were small, she suggested
using the cut off corners of square blanks. Cut along the grain
for earrings and teardrop pendants and square pieces from
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the top surface corners of square blanks for the Saturn Ring
pendants. Left over pieces of pen blanks could be used. One of
these was held by aluminium step jaws to make the teardrop
earring.

The small pieces of wood were held between a matched pair
of small ring centres, because they don’t damage the wood

if it spins as much as prong drive centres. The spigot to go
into the findings is on an angle to “screw” into the findings is
made with a skew chisel. This is to get a cleaner surface than a

parting chisel, which is likely to be a bit fluffy.
The Saturn Ring pendant was inspired by the work of American
turner Jason Clark (jtcturning.com), who was inspired by the

great German turner and introducer of lattice work Hans

Weissflog (kirstenmuensternprojects.com/pages/hans-
weissflog). It had a sphere which could revolve in the middle
of a 1.5mm thick ring .

www.middxturners.com



The ring was held in a recess in soft chuck jaws from Axminster so that the
sphere could be freed by a home-made parting chisel made out of a square
silver steel bar with a blade only 8 thou thick. The square bar gives support
when making the delicate cuts from each side of the ring to free the sphere.

The plated jewellery findings can be bought at Hobbycraft and silver findings
from ( not sure about these names Connor or Cruckshank ) . The pendant
was hung on satin cord .

Gordon Cookson

Photos - John Thei

Dates for your diaries

August 10th - 11th Woodturning Weekender October 4th -6th AWGB Seminar

This eventisin Spalding, Lincolnshire and October 27th SAW Open Day
details are on https://chestnutproducts.co.uk/

i November 15th -17th North of England
woodturning-weekender/

Woodworking Show ( Harrogate )
August 24th - 26th - Love Food & Love Dogs
Event, Great Missenden.

September 7th & 8th - Surrey Hills Wood Fair,
Cranleigh is worth a visit . This event regularly
attracts over 4000 visitors across the two days.

www.middxturners.com



MIDDLESEX WOODTURNERS
JUNE 23RD SEMINAR

Middlesex Woodturners Association

Presents their 2024 All Day Seminar

When - Sunday 23rd June - 9.30am - 4.30pm
Where - The Gateway House
North Harrow Car Park
Pinner Road - North Harrow - HA2 7TA

Special Guest Presenter

Steve Heeley

STEVE WILL BE MAKING A DECORATED BOX AND HOPEFULLY A SURPRISE PIECE !

Tickets are £25 each which includes:
The all day demonstration, Morning tea/coffee, Fish & Chips Lunch, Afternoon tea
A chance to enter the Graddage Trophy Competition, Raffle, Ticket Number Prize.
Ticket Reservation email Paul Burke: paul k burke@compuserve.com

Payment via Bank Transfer.

www.middxturners.com



JEFF TROWE

The funeral of this long standing member was on April 23. He was a very practical person, who re-built
an old stone garden building and also built his first lathe. It included a variety of car parts - Ford Fiesta
drive shaft assembly, a Cortina tow-bar bracket and a VW Polo brake discs. Jeff wrote up his build in the
Woodturning Magazine May 1996, which included these pictures from my copy of the magazine
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MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2024
Sunday June 23rd Seminar with Steve Heeley
July 16th Workshop
August 20th Mike Wood
September 17th Workshop
October 15th Peter Leach
November 19th Workshop
December 17 Christmas Party

Middlesex Association of
Woodturners Woodturners o
BSSOCIathn of Great Britain

Committee Members:
Peter Leach

Mike Wood

Peter Russell

David Wilks

Josh Pinto

John Thei

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson

Secretary: Mike Bonnici

Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach
Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto




