
GRADDAGE TROPHY

Congratulations to the joint 
winners Mike Wood for his Jazz 
Band from the Carousel and 
Peter Leach for his Child’s Rattle 
chosen by Steve Heeley at the 
Seminar, reported on below.

MEMBERS AREA OF THE WEBSITE

Many thanks to Josh for his substantial work preparing this 
area to include sections for Sales & Wanted items, Exhibition 
Rules with the latest Sales Sheet, Health & Safety Policy, Safe 
Working Practices, Risk Assessments for Gateway and Events, 
the recently updated Members Handbook, Library and 
Members List.

CAROUSEL DONATION

The Noah’s Ark Children Hospice in Barnet, which helps 
children and their families from the surrounding area 

including  Harrow and Middlesex, would have been thrilled to 
have it on display. However very sadly they can’t find a safe 
place. Instead they are very pleased to accept it as an auction 
item for their Winter Ball in late November with an agreed 
reserve of £500.

Aaya Nader, the community engagement officer at Noah’s Ark 
wrote – “it was so lovely to hear that you would like to donate 
the carousel that I’ve taken a look at and is clear to be an 
incredible piece of work!!! It’s breathtaking the talent it takes 
to craft something like that, so thank you so much for offering 
to donate such a beautiful piece”.

EXHIBITIONS - LOVE FOOD & LOVE DOGS

I am sorry to report that this event over the August Bank 
Holiday has been cancelled and also we believe the organisers 
are closing down. The Committee are finding out about 
replacement venues and any suggestions are welcome.   

Gordon Cookson

TURNING
TALK

Seminar 2024
Steve Heeley
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WHAT WOULD 
HELP YOU TO 
ATTEND MORE 
MEETINGS?
We know that some members 
have difficulty driving to 
meetings especially at night 
or because of ULEZ.  So, if you 
would like help, please let me 
or another committee member 
know and we will see if someone 
could give you a lift. If you  can 
offer a lift, please let us know.

WORKSHOP
Pears
June’s meeting was  hands on, with David Wilks and Peter Leach showing us 
how to turn pears with the club members getting involved.
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CLUB T-SHIRTS
We have contacted the supplier for the club T-Shirts, if you are interested in getting one for yourself or a gift for a 
loved one, please contact Mike - secretary@middxturners.com who will act as the collection point for orders and the 
only condition is that we need an order of a minimum of £50.00.

Prices are: Sweatshirt - £23.88, Polo - £20.34, Hoodie - £39.24 & Smock Badges  Price TBC ( minimum order 10 ) 

All prices include VAT and there is a minor reduction for club logo only and no name.
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November traditionally brings us the first hint of winter, 
Guy Fawkes day and the Annual General Meeting of 
the Middlesex Woodturners Association. At the AGM, 
members get a report of the Association’s activities 
over the past year and appoint a Committee to run the 
Association for the forthcoming year.

For a number of years now, the Committee has done 
a superb job of arranging meetings with excellent 
demonstrators and convivial company. However for 
many years, the core of the Committee has been the 
same people and therein lies the problem. They aint 
‘spring chickens’ anymore and we are beginning to see 
potential problems due to health reasons and moving 
out of the area to be with the grandchildren.

To ensure the continuation of the Association, we now 
need new potential members of the Committee, not 
necessarily to take on a Committee post immediately 
but to assist existing members with a view to taking on 
the roles in future.

Of immediate interest is that for 2025, we need a 
Membership Secretary, a full committee post, to maintain 
membership records, communicate with members and 
report to the AWGB as necessary.

Also our prospective new Treasurer for 2025 will require 
an assistant to stand in for him on the occasions when 
he will not be available at meetings and events. Duties 
will mainly be the recording and collection of monthly 
fees and recording of any other money received or spent 
at the time.

Please contact the secretary, Mike Bonnici, for further 
information or to apply so that your club can continue to 
prosper. michael.bonnici@gmail.com

AGM 19th NOVEMBER 2024
The club needs your help to thrive and grow
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2024 All Day Seminar
The MWA annual “All Day Seminar” was held on 
Sunday 23 June at the Gateway Centre.

Steve Heeley, an old friend of MWA, made the long 
journey from the Midlands supported by Phil who 
did the driving, to be with us in North Harrow in 
time for a 9.30 am start. Their journey, expected 
to take approximately 2½ hours took 4 because of 
congestion and closures on the motorway.

Steve has not been well recently but honoured his 
commitment to demonstrate to us once again, this 
time at our seminar.

Steve’s projects for the day were a lidded, decorated 
box with built in finial and a two-piece candlestick, 
also decorated.

A piece of nicely figured well seasoned olive ash, was 
turned to a cylinder, slightly wider at the tailstock 
end, then tenoned at both ends and parted off to 
create the lid and base of the box. He started with 
the lid, used a drill bit in a handle to establish the 
depth of the lid and hollowed it out using a spindle 
gouge followed by a ‘Hope” carbide tip hollowing 

tool and finished with a scraper.
The inside of lid was sanded and the final sanding 
was done with some soft paste wax (wax 22) which 
helped to fill any minor voids and cracks. Final 
finishing was done with beeswax and carnauba.
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A key learning was to introduce a “knuckle” on the 
tenon that fits into the base which results in a good 
(not too tight) fit when the lid is fitted to the base.

The process was repeated for the base which was 
slightly tapered on the outside and would have 
had decorative rings darkened by holding a piece 
of Formica to “burn “ the groves, sadly Steve had 
forgotten to add the Formica pieces to his toolkit.

Another key learning was to check the finished 
shape in the orientation that the finished piece 
would stand.

Under normal circumstances the lidded box would 
remain without a finish in the workshop for a few 
days for the piece to acclimatise, however as the 
finished piece was to be given to the club, Steve 
finished the item with sanding sealer and when dry 
with spray lacquer.

The quality of Steve’s finishing could be described 
as meticulous and the phrase “just one more cut” 
was heard and repeated several times, which could 
have been the possible cause of the finial snapping 
off when he tried to open it. Steve committed to 
take the damaged box back to his workshop and 
return it repaired.

After lunch Steve started on a candlestick. He turned 
a base followed by an elegant stem. The middle of 
the stem was heavily textured with a spiralling tool 
using a “stabbing” motion to ensure deep markings.
Once masked off, the decorated area was sprayed 
with a black acrylic paint and once dry the high spots 
were sanded off to reveal a black lace like finish. The 
candlestick was also presented to the club. 
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Steve, by now feeling slightly unwell, completed 
the session by announcing his choice to win the 
Graddage trophy. He, after some thought, decided 
to jointly award the trophy to Mike Wood for his 
fabulous Jazz Band (as featured on the carousel) 
and to Peter Leach for his elegant and beautifully 
finished child’s rattle.
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He finished the day with a question and answer 
session based on the display of items he had 
brought to showcase his work.
Special thanks to Josh Pinto and his apprentice 
Mike Wood for their splendid camera work. Extra 
special thanks to Paul Burke who arranged, served 

and cleared up a wonderful lunch. That, and his 
hard work setting up the raffle and laying out the 
room early on Sunday morning.

Mike Bonnici
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CLUB  
COMPETITIONS 

August’s Competition -
Apples and/or Pears

There are two competitions each month. One is for you to make that month’s 
challenge, there are two sections, Beginners and More experienced. The winner gets 
a £5 voucher, which can be used to pay their next month’s Meeting Fee or for the 
shop or books.

The other competition is for any piece of your turning that hasn’t been entered in 
this competition.

The items are judged in various ways and the points added up for the best 10 month’s 
entries. The winner is awarded the Turner of the Year trophy, The Alan Spargo Shield, which is named after one of the founders 
of the Club. The idea is to encourage members to bring in a piece each month.

GRADDAGE TROPHY
Congratulations to the joint winners Mike 
Wood for his Jazz Band from the Carousel and 
Peter Leach for his Child’s Rattle chosen by 
Steve Heeley at the Seminar.

June’s competition was to make a whistle, as there was only one entry the winner was 
Derek Pollecutt.

Let’s see a good turnout for Apples and Pears in the August competition.

John Thei 

Giancarlo Ciuffardi

TABLE OF MONTHLY COMPETITIONS 2023

August 20th Apple/Pear

September 17th Something music related

October 15th Childs stool

November 19th Christmas gift

December 17th 2024 challenge
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42 Bowls
By Phil Jones

We were lucky that at the July Workshop night Phil talked 
about this recent commission and answered various 
questions, including some for this article.

These bowls ranging from 15” to 28” are being made 

from one poplar tree that stopped growing after being 
struck by lightning by our member Phil Jones. The first 
21 bowls are displayed in the order the  very wet  wood 
came from on the 12m table made from the same tree. 
However the bowl tops should be on the table for the 
wood to be in the same orientation as the tree. The table 
is about a metre shorter than the Jubilee Table 

I wondered why the centres of the bowls were not 
cored out to produce more bowls. This was because 
the bowls were too big to be turned over the bed and 
the independent tool rest wasn’t sturdy enough for the 
coring steady. All the bowls regardless of size are all 
surprisingly being sold for the same price, £950.  
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The largest bowl with a background of paper produced 
from a rubbing of the bark of the poplar tree 

The brief  from Max Lamb, one of the designers with 
Richard Woods, was for a tool finish removing as little 
wood as possible. This explains the small ridges typical 
of pole lathe bowls  from wet wood and rough areas 
caused by stringy wet timber. Phil has an excellent 
write up of the  bowls’ making on his website. https://
www.acornwoodturning.co.uk/albion-barn-max-lamb-
richard-woods-tree-spirit-the-extraordinary-life-and-
after-life-of-a-single-poplar/

The story of the life and aftermath of the tree is described 
in the Financial Times, House & Home FT Weekend July 
13/14. https://www.ft.com/content/399daa30-9922-
429b-9f35-6f31572447d9

Sadly Phil is only enigmatically referred to as “ the 
woodturner“. He has written to the article’s author 
describing some of the problems of turning such large 
wet bowls, his disappointment at not being named and 
offering him a free chance to turn a small bowl to help 
him understand the variety of issues involved.  There is 
a possibility of an article on woodturning appearing in 
the FT. 

The exhibition at the Gallery at Albion Barn, Church Hill, 
Little Milton, OX44 7QB , entrance beside the church, can 
be seen Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm. There are also 
sculptures in the surrounding fields that can be seen on 
Thursday and Friday. Both are by appointment 01844 
277 960 or  info@albionbarn.com

Article by: Gordon Cookson
with some photos by Ray Wright
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Dates for your diaries
September 7th & 8th - Surrey Hills Wood Fair, 
Cranleigh is worth a visit . This event regularly 
attracts over 4000 visitors across the two days.

October 4th -6th  AWGB Seminar 

October 27th  SAW Open Day 

November 15th -17th  North of England 
Woodworking Show ( Harrogate )
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Middlesex Woodturners Association

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke 
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach
Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto

Webmaster: Tony Champion
Committee Members:
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
Peter Russell
David Wilks
Josh Pinto

MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2023

January 17th Chris Bentley

February 21st TBA

March 21st Workshop

April 18th Robert Sorby

May 16th  Workshop

June 20th No meeting

June 25th Seminar - Margaret Garrard

July 18th  TBA

August 15th Kevin Hutson

September 19th Workshop

October 17th Ben Dick

November 21st AGM

TBC Christmas Party

I have been to see the equipment for sale and the condition is very 
good, he also has a full extraction system and various woodworking 
tools, planes, chop saw etc also for sale. The workshop is located in 
Bedfont (near Heathrow) Please contact Alan if interested.

Poolewood 1000 lathe 12” throw £300 variable speed (with bench)
Various size interchangeable chucks for lathe, price to be agreed
Delta Scroll Saw £100, Hegner Multicut 2 Scroll Saw £150
Contact - Alan Feltz - 07787561767

FOR SALE 

Middlesex Turners - Programme 2024

July 16th Workshop

August 20th Mike Wood

September 17th Workshop

October 15th Peter Leach

November 19th Workshop

December 17 Christmas Party

Middlesex Woodturners Association

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke 
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach
Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto

Committee Members:
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
Peter Russell
David Wilks
Josh Pinto
John Thei

GREAT BARN 
EXHIBITION
As reported last month the Carousel was awarded 
Best in Show and Giancarlo was awarded a Highly 
Commended for one of his Carved Rim Dishes - 
hearty congratulations to Peter Leach and his team 
and Giancarlo.

Our sales were £694 down from £1,200 last year, 
which sadly is to be expected with the current 
economic situation.

Les Alexander was a star demonstrator on Friday 
with lots of interest from three different classes 
from the local Deansfield  Primary School with Blue 
Peter examples of how things are made, as well as 
demonstrating on Saturday and Sunday. 

Stewards and demonstrators by time there were 
Peters Russell and Leach, Gordon Cookson, Mike 
Bonnici, Tony Champion, Ben Dick, John Thei, David 

Wilks and Paul Burke. Mike Bonnici also acted as 
MC for the Preview and escorted the Deputy Mayor 
around the Exhibition.


