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TURNING
TALK

Rocket engine or
butterfly? - Mike Wood

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Who can | have a word in your
ear about helping to run the
Club? Please do consider how
you could help, details are
below.

SAW EXHIBITION SUNDAY
OCTOBER 27

We will be entering the Carousel and other pieces from
Woodworks this year on the Competition Display Table. We
also need pieces made since October last year from eight
more members. Please bring them to the October 15 Demo.

ROYAL NATIONAL ORTHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL STANMORE
DEMO WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 30

We are joining the Herts & Beds club for this worthwhile demo

to recovering patients and staff to see if woodturning might
help recuperation or indeed be a future hobby.

Q www.middxturners.com
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CHRISTMAS CAROUSEL DONATION TO NOAH’S ARK
CHILDREN’S HOSPICE

Aaya Nader from the Hospice is coming to meet Peter Leach,
Mike Wood and the Carousel team at the October 15 meeting
and will be giving a short talk on the work of the Hospice.
MEMBERS’ AREA OF THE WEBSITE

Many thanks to Josh for his huge amount of work on this and
it is now working for you to use via the Log in heading. There
is a bit of tweaking to be done and please send thoughts and
your appreciation to Josh.

There are a lot of quality turning tools in the For Sale section.

Gordon Cookson
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AGM 19th NOVEMBER 2024

The club needs your help to thrive and grow

Sadly there has been a deafening
silence since we asked for your help
in the last Newsletter and at the
August Demo!

At the AGM, members need to
appoint a Committee to run the
Association for the forthcoming year.
We can see problems due to health

reasons and moving out of the area
to be with the grandchildren.

Please do consider if you can
help to ensure the continuation
of the Association. We now need
new potential members of the
Committee, not necessarily to take
on a Committee post immediately
but to assist existing members with a
view to taking on the roles in future.

Of urgent concern is that due
to serious health problems our
prospective new Treasurer for 2025
will not be able to start at the AGM.
So we need an assistant to stand in
for him on the occasions when he
will not be available at meetings
and events. Duties will mainly be the
recording and collection of monthly

fees and recording of any other
money received or spent at the time.

Also for 2025, we need a Membership
Secretary, a full committee post,
to maintain membership records,
communicate with members and
report to the AWGB as necessary.

We are grateful to Judy Walker for
agreeing to be the Examiner of the
Accounts, the old role of Auditor.

We also need a Raffle Organiser and
a Tea & Coffee Person.

CLUB T-SHIRTS

We have contacted the supplier for the club T-Shirts, if you are interested in getting one for yourself or a gift for a
loved one, please contact Mike - secretary@middxturners.com who will act as the collection point for orders and the
only condition is that we need an order of a minimum of £50.00.

Prices are: Sweatshirt - £23.88, Polo - £20.34, Hoodie - £39.24 & Smock Badges Price TBC ( minimum order 10 )

All prices include VAT and there is a minor reduction for club logo only and no name.

Clesex
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www.middxturners.com

Middlesex
Woodturners

Mtee Bonanice

Clesex
Woodiurness
| Wlcke Sonmect

Logo Size: Left Chest Logo 86mm wide



AUGUST DEMO
MIKE WOOD

As usual Mike showed us some different techniques,
this time based on those he used to make his jazz
band for the top level of the Carousel. His policy had
been to make the different parts on the lathe where
possible, rather than carve or bandsaw as others
might be tempted to do.

The drummer’s nose started as a small cone which
before parting off had approximately half sanded
away with a curve to fit the front of the head. Even
the polar bear’s keyboard was turned using a large
diameter so there was only a slight curve to what
would otherwise have been straight.

The Double Bass Bridge had the grain running
across the lathe bed, so the finished item would
have the grain in the same direction as the full size
version that he showed us. The bottom of the bridge
was turned at the tailstock end, then sanded either
side to make it thin enough. The top side is turned
to shape and parted off.

The drummer was supposed to have hair but
finished up bald for the competition. A ring was
turned with the grain parallel to the lathe bed to
fit snugly on the drummer’s head.Use a drill bit to

make a curve to fit over the ears. Then thin the ring
down so that half the hole will fit over the ears and
then parted off. A part of the ring was cut off with a
hand chisel to be a band of hair around the back of
the head.

Mike then showed us various examples of split
turning including a wall light with a routed groove
for the wiring, and a half newel post for fitting
against a wall at the end of a landing.

The blanks for the split turnings were planed and/
or sanded flat and then glued together with paper
and PVA glue - often called a paper joint. He showed
us D4 water resistant glue. However, this isn’t
necessary. Ordinary PVA glue will work fine. This
has to be left to dry for at least 24 hours otherwise
there is a severe risk of the joint coming part when
turning it! There is still a risk of centrifugal force
causing the two halves of the turning to come apart
so, according to the size of the work, he might use
steb centres of different sizes or ring centres or, for
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larger work, plywood end caps with screws in the
two halves or even four quarters.

An alternative for larger pieces is not to use a paper
joint but simply to saw the workpiece in half or into
quarters after turning. Mike is lucky to have a friend
next door with a big enough saw and the skill to
help out.

Yet another method, where only one half of the
turning is required but needed in a relatively
expensive timber e.g. oak is to prepare two halves
as for a paper joint blank but one half in oak and
the other in a cheaper timber and fix it with screws
in carefully positioned counterbored holes and
discarding this half.

The demo second half piece was announced as a
rocket engine. A paper jointed blank of two pieces
of 4”x2”x2 1/2” glued together, with the centres
marked accurately on the paper joint. He used
large step centres again to make the block round,
85mm diam and a tenon on one end to fit metal
chuck jaws. Mike then turned the bottom half of the
rocket engine using a story board to get the ribbing
in the correct places and a template for the curve up
inside the rocket’s base to 18.5mm depth.

The base was re-mounted into wood jaws because

the metal jaws were not a big enough diameter. The
curve into the top side was checked against another
template. We were then wondering what the long
body of the rocket was going to look like or indeed
why the base was a split turning.

Mike then tapped a chisel in the paper joint so
that it could be separated by hand. Stuart King
volunteered to do so. The inside shape of the split
turning was very surprisingly a lovely butterfly! He
remarked that normally the shape of split turnings
concentrates on the outside shape, but he realised
the inside shape could also be interesting and
similar to ring turning .

We then saw the ring turned shape for the antlers
of the carousel reindeer. The shape for ring turned
animals is usually on the inside and outside of the
ring. However the shape of the antlers was on the
top side nearest the tailstock with a small square
shape on the opposite side to fit into the reindeer’s
head.

Mike had been working on a penguin intended as
a fourth musician for the carousel. He showed us
some penguin wings that were work in progress,
produced by ring turning and then thinned out in
wooden jaws with a turned ball on one end to go in
a socket in the body.

Unfortunately Mike ran out of time to show us the
home made wooden router jig to make the grooves
in the carousel uprights.

There were many ideas on how to use the lathe
differently from the usual and it will be interesting
to see how members try some of them out.

Gordon Cookson
Pictures by John Thei
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CLUB
COMPETITIONS

There are two competitions each month. One is for you to make that month’s
challenge, there are two sections, Beginners and More experienced. The winner gets
a £5 voucher, which can be used to pay their next month’s Meeting Fee or for the
shop or books.

The other competition is for any piece of your turning that hasn’t been entered in
this competition.

Theitems are judged in various ways and the points added up for the best 10 month’s
entries. The winner is awarded the Turner of the Year trophy, The Alan Spargo Shield, which is named after one of the founders
of the Club. The idea is to encourage members to bring in a piece each month.

Sadly, there were only two entries for the

monthly competition for Apples or Pears. October’s Competition
David Wilks won.

- Childs stool

There were no entries for the music related
items.

TABLE OF MONTHLY COMPETITIONS 2023

October 15th Childs stool
November 19th Christmas gift
December 17th 2024 challenge

Dates for your diaries

October 27th SAW Open Day May 9th - 10th 2025 Woodworks Daventry

November 15th -17th North of England
Woodworking Show ( Harrogate )

www.middxturners.com



SEPTEMBER WORKSHOP

CHILD’S STOOL

Stuart King gave us a demonstration on how he
turns a stool/chair leg and kindly brought in some
of his veneer and marquetry collection.

Stuart showed us his “large” skew and spindle
roughing gouge to refer to the parts of the chisels
he was going to use. The use of the skew is with the
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bottom corner not the pointed end of the cutting
edge. The gouge is used with the blade at an angle
rather than at right angles to the wood. Also be
careful not to catch the corner of the gouge. The
pictures show turning the rough piece of wood
through to the final shape with the curves and
beads.

WHAT WOULD
HELP YOU TO
ATTEND MORE
MEETINGS?

We know that some members
have difficulty driving to
meetings especially at night

or because of ULEZ. So, if you
would like help, please let me

or another committee member
know and we will see if someone
could give you a lift. If you can
offer a lift, please let us know.

Transport
for London

Ultra low
emission

At all times
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Stuart finished off with a great demonstration of a Chess King turned with only a skew chisel including
his signature captive ring.
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It was good to see members trying out what they had just
been shown under David Wilks’ guidance.
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MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2024

October 15th

Peter Leach

November 19th

Workshop

December 17

Christmas Party

PROGRAMME 2025

January 21st Darren Breeze - IRD
February 18th Workshop
March 18th Robert Till
April 15th Workshop
May 20th Paul Bellamy
June 22nd [Sunday] Mark Bennett
July 15th Workshop
August 19th Les Thorne
September 16th Workshop
October 21st Mark Scott
November 18th Workshop
December 16th Christmas Party

Middlesex
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Association

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson

Secretary: Mike Bonnici

Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach
Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto

Association of
Wooditurners
of Great Britain

Committee Members:
Peter Leach

Mike Wood

Peter Russell

David Wilks

Josh Pinto

John Thei




