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NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS CHRISTMAS CAROUSEL DONATION TO NOAH’S ARK
Please do consider how you | CHILDREN’S HOSPICE
could help run the Club, details | Aaya Nader from the Hospice really enjoyed Peter Leach’s

are below. October Demo, meeting Peter, Mike Wood and the Carousel
team and gave an interesting talk about the work of the
AGM SPEAKER Hospice.

We are very pleased that Gorden
Stewart will talk about Afro- | MEMBERS AREA OF THE WEBSITE

Caribbean turning and carving | What do you think about this part after using the Log in
and show us examples together | heading? There is a bit of tweaking to be done and please
with some of his own interesting versions. send thoughts and your appreciation to Josh. The Library is
now live with DVD’s coming soon.

SAW OPEN DAY OCTOBER 27
Our results at SAW were almost certainly our best everand are | There are a lot of quality turning tools in the For Sale section.
shown with pictures below.
Gordon Cookson
ROYAL NATIONAL ORTHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL STANMORE
DEMO WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 30

This was a successful, worthwhile demo to recovering patients
and staff to see if woodturning might help recuperation or
indeed be a future hobby. It was organised by the Herts & Beds
club but unfortunately Adam Blackie, their Chairman wasill.
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OCTOBER DEMO
PETER LEACH pictures by John Thei

Presentation Baby’s Rattle

Not to actually be given to the child until old enough not to suck on it

The inspiration came from an old article in Woodturning by Bill Jones
and the imminent arrival of a Grand Daughter, the first girl in the family
for over seventy years.

Just some of the practice pieces, we all know practice makes perfect
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Turning the sphere and the next stage of drilling the sound holes

Turning the handle with the hole already drilled and tapped using a
standard 8mm tap
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Turning the ring for the top using a small parting as well as a point tool,
both home made. Thank you Ashley Isles for the steel, they’re on-line.

&

The collection of the individual pieces and the completed rattle on the
night.
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CLUB

COMPETITIONS

There are two competitions each month. One is for you to make
that month’s challenge, there are two sections, Beginners and More
experienced. The winner gets a £5 voucher, which can be used to pay

their next month’s Meeting Fee or for the shop or books.

The other competition is for any piece of your turning that hasn’t been

entered in this competition.

The items are judged in various ways and the points added up for
the best 10 months’ entries. The winner is awarded the Turner of the
Year trophy, The Alan Spargo Shield, which is named after one of the
founders of the Club. The idea is to encourage members to bring in a

piece each month.

October’s competition winner, for a Childs stool, was Peter

Leach.

Novembers’s Competition -

Christmas Gift

MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2024

November 19th Christmas Gift
December 17 2024 Challenge
January 21st Bud vase and flowers
February 18th Snowman Box

March 18th Easter Egg or Eggs
April 15th Money box
May 20th 4” Hollow Form
June 22nd [Sunday] Seminar
July 15th Toy
August 19th Decorated Lidded Box

September 16th Thin Stemed Goblet any size
October 21st Recycled Materials Bowl

November 18th Gavel

December 16th Christmas Tree Ornament
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AGM 19th NOVEMBER 2024

The club needs your help to thrive and grow

Sadly there has been a deafening
silence since we asked for your help
since the last Newsletter and at the
August Demo!

Atthe AGM,membersneedtoappoint
a Committee to run the Association
for the forthcoming year. We can see
problems due to health reasons and

people moving out of the area to be
with the grandchildren.

Please do consider if you can
help to ensure the continuation
of the Association. We now need
new potential members of the
Committee, not necessarily to take
on a Committee post immediately
but to assist existing members with a
view to taking on the roles in future.

Of urgent concern is that due
to serious health problems our
prospective new Treasurer for 2025
will not be able to start at the AGM.
So we need an assistant to stand in
for him on the occasions when he
will not be available at meetings
and events. Duties will mainly be the
recording and collection of monthly

fees and recording of any other
money received or spent at the time.

Also for 2025, we need a Membership
Secretary, a full committee post,
to maintain membership records,
communicate with members and
report to the AWGB as necessary.

We are grateful to Judy Walker for
agreeing to be the Examiner of the
Accounts, the old role of Auditor.

We also need a Raffle Organiser and
a Tea & Coffee Person.

CLUB T-SHIRTS

We have contacted the supplier for the club T-Shirts, if you are interested in getting one for yourself or a gift for a
loved one, please contact Mike - secretary@middxturners.com who will act as the collection point for orders and the
only condition is that we need an order of a minimum of £50.00.

Prices are: Sweatshirt - £23.88, Polo - £20.34, Hoodie - £39.24 & Smock Badges Price TBC ( minimum order 10 )

All prices include VAT and there is a minor reduction for club logo only and no name.

Nh@ dlesex
Wood

| Wldfee Bonpmeed.

Mzc.c lesex
Woodiurners

: Wik gd‘mua -

imers
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Mtee Bonanice

Logo Size: Left Chest Logo 86mm wide
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SAW OPEN DAY
COMPETITION

Our Competition Table, organised by Mike Bonnici, was the Carousel and some other pieces from
Woodworks this year and pieces made by Ben Dick, Brian Tidmarsh, David Wilks, Derek Pollecutt, Eddie
Morgan, Giancarlo Ciuffardi and Tony Champion in the last year.

Hearty congratulations for all your work as the Club won Best in Show for our Competition Table, and
in the Overall Competition. Second Prize for Mike Wood’s Jazz Band and Highly Commended for Peter
Leach’s Child’s Rattle and the Carousel.

Pictures by David Wilks

Dates for your diaries

November 15th -17th North of England
Woodworking Show ( Harrogate )

May 9th - 10th 2025 Woodworks Daventry
October 28th - 31st 2025 - Wizardry in Wood
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DEMO AT ROYAL
ORTHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL

In collaboration with the Herts & Beds club we
gave a demonstration on October 30th at the Royal
National Orthopaedic Hospital, Stanmore. The
purpose of the demonstration was to investigate
how woodturning might help patients during
recovery, as part of their occupational therapy

programme.

We spent the first hour introducing the OT team to
woodturning and some of the safety requirements.
This was a 2 way process as we sought to
understand the challenges and limitations of the
patents.

We then had an hour with a number of the patients
helping them to have a go on the adapted lathe
made by Letchworth Men’s Shed in conjunction
with Herts & Beds .Three participants and the Head
OT were able to produce a first piece and clearly
thoroughly enjoyed the experience, as did Peter,

B Gordonand|.
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Working with the patients and OTs has given us ideas on how to improve the design of the adapted lathe.
The session was much appreciated and they are discussing our further involvement. Many thanks are
due to Tracey and Liz for their help with getting the equipment to and from our cars and guiding us to the
main car park.

David Wilks

WHAT WOULD
HELP YOU TO for o
ATTEND MORE Ultra low
MEETINGS? emission

We know that some members
have difficulty driving to
meetings especially at night

or because of ULEZ. So, if you
would like help, please let me

or another committee member
know and we will see if someone
could give you a lift. If you can At all times
offer a lift, please let us know.
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AWGB SEMINAR 2024

Here is my description of the event without going into detail about the demos. However if there is enough
interest in a particular demo, | could be persuaded to write that one up! This bi-annual Seminar gives you
the chanceto see well-known overseas demonstrators live rather than by IRD, as well as respected UK ones,
attend Master Classes for 5 people if you book early enough, see a fabulous Instant Gallery, hear a Critique
by three demonstrators of 6 pieces from the Instant Gallery including a fabulous Mulberry bowl made by
Middlesex Member Eddie Morgan, buy a piece in the Auction in aid of the AWGB supportive activities or a
Raffle ticket for some excellent prizes, and spend money with the traders plus talking to turners from all
over the UK, Europe, Iceland, Canada and USA.

I always try to see the overseas demonstrators and textured vessels that can take 100 hours to
because | am not keen on IRDs. So | planned my complete!

way around 5 demos on each of 2 slots on Friday
afternoon, 4 slots on Saturday and 3 slots on Sunday
or put another way 9 demos over the weekend.

My choices were YANN MAROT from France for a
Rope Bowl.

S TTiRe’T

ROLLY MUNRO from New Zealand for a slide show
showing developments in his complicated carved
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KADE BOLGER from Canada for a Lotus Bowl, a three
pointed bowl and base.

ROLLY MUNRO Deep Hollowing with his own
designed tool with a guard above the cutter to
prevent catches. To finish off the inside of the vase,
he moved the cutterto aboutrightanglesto the shaft
so a shear cut was possible. The tool shaft thickness
has to be in proportion to the depth of the vase or
hollow to avoid vibrations in the cutter. The ratio is

20 to one, so a 5/8” or 18mm shaft could hollow up
to 14” or 360mm. His home made Thickness Gauge
has a builtin thickness gauge.

INSTANT GALLERY

There was an amazing variety of styles and the
pictures are going to be seen on the AWGB website.

There was also an interesting display of 40 pieces,
chosen from 103 entries, all made out of the
same sized 6” cube of Ash by members of the
Irish Woodturners Guild to celebrate their 40th
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Anniversary. As | bought the booklet | have only 3
pictures to include here.

YANN MAROT for a Textured Vase with a Square
Opening.

SIMON HOPE for a Sphere Box with wooden Treaded
Inserts to hold the two halves together.

|

Q/l{.

|

His lathe had a fold away tailstock, which | want to
make for my 261b tailstock on a 1900s lathe.
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NEIL JOYNT Embellishing a Platter with Pyrography, KADE BOLGER A Water Droplet Box . At one stage
Dremel and Embellishing Waxes. the start of the long spike was inside the MT2 hole
in the headstock.

ROLLY MUNRO Carving with a variety of homemade
cutters, files and rasps following the wood grain
lines.
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The Auction was fun with Emma Cook amusingly
hustling extra bids. | bought a charred textured bowl
made by Paul Hannaby. You would be surprised
where the wood came from. See the end of the
Newsletter for the answer!

The Critique was shorter than | would have liked
with 2 pieces for each of the three demonstrators.
Sadly | only have a picture of Eddie’s bowl.

| always enjoy going but | wish the advance publicity
gave moredetailsand a picture ofthedemonstration
pieces. This would help people decide whether to
attend and plan their timetable considering the
price tag.Try setting £4.50 aside each week or ask for
present contributions! | was not sure about going
again this year having been to quite a few. However
| was very fortunate to get one of Simon Hope’s
sponsorships of half my ticket, many thanks Simon.

Gordon Cookson
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NOAH’S ARK CHILDREN’S HOSPICE

“As the Carousel is going to their fund raising auction, Aaya Nader,
Community Engagement Officer for the Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice, told
us about their support for children with life-threatening conditions and for
the children’s families.

This includes building fun and play into everything they do, staff visiting
families to give parents and siblings a break, staff and volunteers providing
practical and emotional support, music, drama, hydrotherapy and art
therapy, family days out, groups and one-to-one support for siblings and
bereavement support.”

They serve communities of all faiths and backgrounds across north and
central London as well as Herts Valley.

5 November 2024

NOAH'S ARK

Dear Gordon, Peter, Mike and all at the Middlesex Woodturners Association, childrew’s yofpice

On behalf of all of us here at Noah's Ark, | am writing to say thank you so much for donating the Christmas
Carousel for us to auction at our Winter ball - a celebratory fundraising event where significant funds will
be raised to ensure more babies, children and young people who are seriously unwell can make the most of
every day. We are so grateful to receive such a beautifully hand-crafted gift and thank you all dearly for
your support.

At Noah's Ark, we know that every moment together is precious to our families and we want to make sure
these moments count.

For Katie and Tom, Noah's Ark were there from the moment they received the news that their daughter Leia
may only have a few months to live. The family now access most of the services at The Ark, receiving music
therapy and overnight respite care which is very important for the family as it's the only place they can
leave Leia, safe in the knowledge that our expert team are on hand as she is PEG fed, has serious epilepsy
and is profoundly disabled.

Katie says of her visit to The Ark:

“Here we were in a place with smiling faces, cups of tea, bright and accessible rooms for children to be
children, | was so grateful this place existed to support us.”

The family also receive support from Specialist Carer, Alice, with whom Leia has developed a very special
bond.

“When Alice either comes to our house or the hospital or we bring Leia here to The Ark, we know Leia is
very safe, that she is very loved and that she will do everything to make Leia happy.”

Katie realises that her initial ideas of what Noah's Ark Children’'s Hospice would be like were very different
to the reality. She adds:

“A children’'s hospice is a place for children to live. It's a place where memories are made and where
you feel supported. It's about making the most of the life that you have, even if it's not as long a life as
the average person.”

It costs around £18,000 a day for us to be there for those who need us most, with around 83% of our funding
from voluntary donations. It is only thanks to the support of those like yourselves that we can keep
providing our services. Thank you for being there for children like Leia and her family. We couldn't do it
without you.

With all our thanks and best wishes,
Aaya

Aaya Nader

Community Engagement officer

T: 020 3994 4105

E: anader@noahsarkhospice.org.uk
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MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2024

November 19th AGM and Gorden Stewart
December 17 Christmas Party
January 21st Darren Breeze - IRD
February 18th Workshop

March 18th Robert Till
April 15th Workshop
May 20th Paul Bellamy
June 22nd [Sunday] Mark Bennett
July 15th Workshop
August 19th Les Thorne

September 16th Workshop
October 21st Mark Scott

November 18th AGM plus Speaker

December 16th Christmas Party

Footnote

Paul Hannaby got the heavily woodworm holed Ash disc when helping with a final clearance of Ray Key’s
workshop. Not what | would expect for Ray’s typical type of work.

Middlesex
@ Woodturners
Association

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson

Secretary: Mike Bonnici

Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach
Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto

Association of
Wooditurners
of Great Britain

Committee Members:
Peter Leach

Mike Wood

Peter Russell

David Wilks

Josh Pinto

John Thei




