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“AFRICA IN THE ROUND”
GORDEN STEWART

STUART KING TALK
OurPresidentwillbegivingaTalk
to The Society of Ornamental
Turners on Saturday February
22 in Northolt. See the-sot.org
for details. He thinks the title
will be 60 Years a Woodturner
about his life. Do come and
support him. Stuart will be
honoured with Life Membership
of the Society at this event. If
you are coming, please let me know so | can book you in for
the excellent buffet lunch.

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Please help us run our Club, details are below.

ROYAL NATIONAL ORTHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL STANMORE
DEMO WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 30

This was very successful and they are wanting us to run a
monthly session. David Wilks is very kindly co-ordinating this
project with the Herts&Beds club and the Hospital.

E www.middxturners.com

CHRISTMAS CAROUSEL DONATION TO NOAH’S ARK
CHILDREN’S HOSPICE

Aaya Nader from the Hospice was very pleased with the £600
for our Carousel at their Winter Ball and thanked us profusely.

MEMBERS AREA OF THE WEBSITE

Josh showed how to log on to the Members Area at the AGM.
We hope you will use this section with its useful info including
Exhibition Rules and Sales Sheet. Library Books and DVDs,
For Sale, H&S Policy and Guidelines, Risk Assessments and
Members Handbook.

As requested at the AGM, the AGM Minutes, Accounts and
Chairman’s Report are being put in the Members Area of the
website.

What do you think about this part after using the Log in
heading? There is a bit of tweaking to be done and please

send thoughts and your appreciation to Josh.

With Best Wishes and a Happy Creative New Year,
Gordon Cookson
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AGM QUESTIONS

ABOUT THE FUTURE

Please come forward to be Assistant Treasurer to
stand in for John Thei, our new Treasurer, when he
is not available due to serious health problems?
Duties will mainly be the recording and collection
of monthly fees and recording of any other money
received or spent at the time.

We also need a Membership Secretary, a full
committee post, to maintain membership records,
communicate with members and report to the
AWGB as necessary. This is to take over from Mike
Bonnici, who has kindly agreed to take over on a
temporary basis.

We need a Raffle Organiser.

We are grateful to Judy Walker for agreeing to be
the Examiner of the Accounts for this current year,
the old role of Auditor.

What is the £4,700 going to be used for ?

As background, we are fortunate that the workshop

clearance sales, less the 10% donation to the
Gateway Centre, of £315in 2023 and £766 in 2024

effectively paid for half the new AV system. Without
these sales the Club would have had a Deficit for
2024 of £274 instead of a Surplus of £492 and there
is likely to be a Deficit in 2025 depending on the
clearance sales.

All our equipment is insured for about £19,000 so
we need to keep a reasonable amount in reserve
to pay for any replacements. For instance the main
demo lathe would cost about £2,300 to £3,000.

The Committee is discussing with the Herts&Beds
Club and the Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital
how a monthly turning workshop for recovering
patients could be arranged. Depending on how
much can be raised by the Hospital’s supporters,
the Committee have agreed to donate up to £500
towards this very worthwhile project.

The AGM Minutes , Accounts and Chairman’s Report
will soon be on the Member’s Area of the website
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“AFRICA IN THE ROUND” -
GORDEN STEWART
AGM SPEAKER 2024

After the formal part of the AGM and tea break,
Gorden arranged the chairs in a more intimate semi
circle and brought us to attention with a solo played
on an African Djembe drum - probably a first for the
club! A long standing member, Gorden introduced
himself, explaining how his family had come to
the UK in the 1960s from what was then British
Guayana, settling initially in Bermondsey. He has
lived and worked for many years in High Wycombe,
famous for wood crafts. Some of you will remember
when he worked at Axminster Tools there.

As well as a turner, Gorden is also a skilled carver. In
Wycombe, he worked for Stewart Linford Furniture
Makers and got to know Colin Mantripp, the wood
carver, who recognised his talent and told him that
God would be angry if he didn’t do carving!

Gorden has travelled widely in the Caribbean,
Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon and the United States,
visiting the Museum for Art in Wood in Philadelphia
(where he spotted a piece by our own Stuart King!).
In the process he has built up a collection of African
and Caribbean work.

Gorden started his presentation with photos of his
own carved and turned work. He then showed us
a series of photos of traditional African wooden
art and crafts pieces which had influenced his own
work. These included the beautiful Ashanti stools
from Ghana and different styles of Cameroonian
Bamaleke spider stools, with forms which would
lend themselves to turning or part-turning and
Nubian pottery from Sudan. Also the Djembe
drums - showing the traditional carved method of
production and a western woodturner adopting
a turned method with staved construction.
Then he brought us up to date with pictures of
work by modern turners and artists, including
Simone Brewster in London, influenced by African
designs or working with similar forms as well as
Shona sculptors working in stone in Zimbabwe in
traditional and modern version.

Gorden had brought with him some items to pass
round including a round Ghanaian Bird Mask.

Gorden ran through some of his own work, both
carved and turned pieces. These included his own
take on traditional Ghanaian Akuaba fertility dolls.
In Ghana, these are usually carved but Gorden has
used turning techniques to produce a similar form.
After showing us photos of the methods he used
to carve his African heads in lime wood. he then
showed how he used off-centre turning to produce
heads with the profiles of faces - drawing inspiration
from profiles of his own family members - which
resemble carved work and might be easier for us
turners to attempt!

Also striking, and combining his love of turning and
carving, are his artistic “Circle of Love” plaques
which he again illustrated with step by step photos.
Gorden showed us some of his turned pieces such as
lidded pots inspired by African dwellings, a closed
pot form made from ebonised plywood and corian
and a small two part head again partly carved.

A fascinating and well-received presentation with
a lot of interesting and inspiring ideas for members
to take away and perhaps encourage some of us to
incorporate elements of carving in our work and
look to African designs for inspiration.

Thank you Gorden!




Africa in the round Axminster store
High Wycombe

Africa in the Round

"in the round" refers to a three-dimensional work that is meant
to be viewed from all sides. Sculptures "in the round" are free-standing
and can be appreciated from any angle i.e. usually 360 degrees.

African Drums

Everyday items....
Mortar & Pestle

Alternative ....

Stave Construction
Strips of wood glued
together then turned
on a lathe

Making drums can be very
labour intensive business!

www.middxturners.com



First round seats - tree African Stools

? Features highly
stumps/logs? Stylised Carvings

Bamaleke Spider Stools,
Cameroon

shutterstock com - 110912285

Stylised

African Stools Contemporary stools

inspired by Ashanti
stool design

Dogon Stool, Mali

Ashanti Stools,
Ghana

' ' Solid Stool in round
geometric forms
k A Zig-Zag Stool
Solid, glue vertical laminated

Alternative wood based materials: hard wood stools
“African Cork Stools”

Eames stools

Designed in 1960 by Charles
and Ray Eames

Student’s work from
BNU, High Wycombe
open day

www.middxturners.com



Horizontal or Layered
construction solid stool

JVBird Maskg -
Ghana
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Stone work from
Ancient Egypt
[ = -

Shona Sculpture,
Zimbabwe

Sphinx head of
Pharoah Taharga

DOKKIOIOKICIOIOK

Three stages:
Turning
Carving
Finishing

“Circle of Love”
plaques

www.middxturners.com



Carved Head busts : : : Head bust in Lime wood ==y F
in Lime wood = : s z=== Power Carving .

Turned carving Eccentric turning: Study of
Head block family sillouette/side profiles

v . |

Eccentric Turnings

)

Eccentric Turning

Eccentric Carved
Turning

www.middxturners.com



Akuaba Fertility

Dolls, Ghana
2

Off
Centred
Candle

Stick

v
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African Fertility
Doll

Woman form Candle
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African Vessel Forms

2 part Head

Nubian Pottery, Sudan
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African Vessel Forms Contemporary work

Nubian Pottery, Sudan Clay Foster, USA

"
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Closed Pot Forms

Open Pot Forms
Jerome Blanc

by Jerome Blanc

Closed Form Pot -
laminated rings of 25mm
plywood

o

KKK

Plywood and Corian top s - aﬁ?@gftg'.f/ﬁgxﬂn glued

Boxes from
Dwellings

www.middxturners.com



Contemporary

Contemporary
Artist

Artist

Furniture, jewelry & sculptures
Simone Brewster

Simone Brewster

Her work is characterized by choice
of varied geometrical shapes

. using both solid & glue laminated
wood and quality plywood

Simone Brewster Summary

So this presentation titled
“Africa in the round"
has referred and discussed three-dimensional
wooden objects, mainly inspired by an African
aesthetic; and in so doing has hoped to
provide an alternative approach through the
eyes of the presenter, to artifacts produced
"in the round" that can help craftwork to be
appreciated from diverse angles

DOKKIOKIIOKK

Thank you for
Listening!

Credit to Mike Wood for this article. He also
turned the 5 items in the picture for Simone
Brewster back in 2013.

www.middxturners.com



CLUB

COMPETITIONS

There are two competitions each month. One is for you to make
that month’s challenge, there are two sections, Beginners and More
experienced. The winner gets a £5 voucher, which can be used to pay

their next month’s Meeting Fee or for the shop or books.

The other competition is for any piece of your turning that hasn’t been

entered in this competition.

The items are judged in various ways and the points added up for
the best 10 months’ entries. The winner is awarded the Turner of the
Year trophy, The Alan Spargo Shield, which is named after one of the
founders of the Club. The idea is to encourage members to bringin a

piece each month.

Novembers’s competition winner, for a Christmas gift was
the only entry so by defult Josh won with his unique turned

Christmas Tree.

Decembers competition winner will be chosen from the Christmas

Party Challenge entries. May the best turner win!!

MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2024

December 17 2024 Challenge

PROGRAMME 2025
January 21st Bud vase and flowers
February 18th Snowman Box
March 18th Easter Egg or Eggs
April 15th Money box
May 20th 4” Hollow Form
June 22nd [Sunday] Seminar
July 15th Toy
August 19th Decorated Lidded Box
September 16th Thin Stemed Goblet any size
October 21st Recycled Materials Bowl
November 18th Gavel
December 16th Christmas Tree Ornament

www.middxturners.com




WHAT WOULD HELP YOU TO
for London

Ultra low
emission

ATTEND MORE MEETINGS?

We know that some members have difficulty driving to
meetings especially at night or because of ULEZ. So, if
you would like help, please let me or another committee
member know and we will see if someone could give you
a lift. If you can offer a lift, please let us know.

If you have a BLUE BADGE and your car doesn’t comply
with the ULEZ regulations getting to the Gateway, there
are relevant deals at https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/
ultra-low-emission-zone/ulez-expansion-support-for-
disabled-people#ton-this-page-2 . Thanks to John Thei
for finding this out.

CLUB T-SHIRTS

We have contacted the supplier for the club T-Shirts, if you are interested in getting one for yourself or a gift for a
loved one, please contact Mike - secretary@middxturners.com who will act as the collection point for orders and the
only condition is that we need an order of a minimum of £50.00.

Prices are: Sweatshirt - £23.88, Polo - £20.34, Hoodie - £39.24 & Smock Badges Price TBC ( minimum order 10 )

All prices include VAT and there is a minor reduction for club logo only and no name.

&) &l
Midcdlesex
Woodturners

HWicke Bonmccr:

Middlesex
Woodturners
Hicke Bonmeor:

al
Middlesex Middlesex
Woodiurners Woodturners
(e Bon Mctee Bonuied

Logo Size: Left Chest Logo 86mm wide
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Dates for your diaries

February 22nd 2025 Stuart King Talk on his life
as a Woodturner - Ornamental Turners Meeting in
Northolt see www.the-sot.org

October 28th - 31st 2025 Wizardry in Wood,
Plaisterer’s Hall, London

May 9th - 10th 2025 Woodworks Daventry

MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2024

December 17 Christmas Party
January 21st Darren Breeze - IRD
February 18th Workshop
March 18th Robert Till
April 15th Workshop
May 20th Paul Bellamy
June 22nd [Sunday] Mark Bennett
July 15th Workshop
August 19th Les Thorne
September 16th Workshop
October 21st Mark Scott
November 18th AGM plus Speaker
December 16th Christmas Party

Middlesex Association of
@ WOOdf.UrDerS Woodturners o
BSSOCIathn of Great Britain

Committee Members:
Peter Leach

Mike Wood

Peter Russell

David Wilks

Josh Pinto

John Thei

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson

Secretary: Mike Bonnici

Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach
Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto




