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READY STEADY TURN
- BEN DICK TURNS AN
EGGCERLENT EGG CUP

STUART KING TALK
OurPresidentwillbegivingaTalk
to The Society of Ornamental
Turners on Saturday February
22 in Northolt. See the-sot.org
for details. He thinks the title
will be 60 Years a Woodturner
about his life. Do come and
support him. Stuart will be
honoured with Life Membership
of the Society at this event. If
you are coming, please let me know so | can book you in for
the excellent buffet lunch.

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS

As people are not coming forward to help us run our Club, we
would like to know what is stopping you and what we could
do to encourage you to join us.

ROYAL NATIONAL ORTHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL STANMORE
DEMO

They are wanting us to run a monthly session. David Wilks is
doing a great job co-ordinating this very worthwhile project

Q www.middxturners.com

with the Herts & Beds club and the Hospital. We had a very
useful meeting at the Hospital to discuss the practicalities and
paperwork on January 6. Our volunteer team are producing
their recent relevant CVs, DBS Checking info and arranging
two Referees . We are very grateful to Stuart King for agreeing
to be one of the referees on the woodturning side.

EXHIBITION VENUES
We are checking out a number of possible new venues.

MEMBERS AREA OF THE WEBSITE

As requested at the AGM, the AGM Minutes, Accounts and
Chairman’s Report has been put in the Members Area of the
website. What do you think about this part after using the Log
in heading? There is a bit of tweaking to be done and please
send thoughts and your appreciation to Josh.

Wishing you a Happy Creative 2025, Gordon Cookson
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MWA
CHRISTMAS PARTY

The Middlesex Woodturners Christmas Party wasa  raffle with plenty of prizes. Everyone enjoyed the
great success, bringing members together fora fun  friendly atmosphere and the chance to celebrate

evening. the season together.
The main event was the turning competition, Thank you to everyone who helped make the event
where participants were challenged to make special. Here’s to another great year ahead!

an egg cup. Ten members entered, showcasing

impressive skills. Ben Dick won first place with his ~ Thanks to Mike Wood and Ben for helping new
outstanding entry. Well done, Ben! people to try out turning.

The party also featured a tasty buffet and a lively
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.‘ el 5
Ben and Mike were on hand to help new club
members learn some new skills.

www.middxturners.com



JIMMY CARTER
WOODWORKER

A nice article from www.highlandwoodworking.com about
the late Jimmy Carter.

President Carter’s First Purchase from Highland Hardware

In 1981 when our company was not quite three years old,
we received a call from the U.S. Secret Service. They wanted
to coordinate with us a visit to our store by the now-former
President, whose Presidential Library and the Carter Centre
were being developed just a mile down Highland Avenue from
our store. Soon after the phone call, agents with ear pieces
arrived to inspect our premises to make sure it was safe, (for
example making sure our hardwood lumber was stacked

securely enough that it would be unlikely to fall on someone). Then on Friday afternoon, March 6, 1981,
President Carter arrived at Highland Hardware with a dozen Secret Service agents to purchase some
woodworking hand tools. While here he also bought a copy of David Pye’s seminal book, “The Nature and

Art of Workmanship.”
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Letter to a Young Girl

Over the next few decades, President Carter continued
stopping in person in the store a few times a year for
routine purchases of tools and supplies. Occasionally he
phoned in his order and a Secret Service agent came to
pick up the items he needed.

A couple of years after President Carter’s first visit to the
store, our then 7-year-old daughter Kelley was sticking
address labels on the new woodworking Catalog we
were mailing out to our customer list. When she came to
Jimmy Carter’s address label, she penned her own short
little note to the former President and slipped it into the
Catalog. A few days later she was thrilled to receive in the
mail a kind personal note thanking her, handwritten by
President Carter.




DARREN BREEZE

IRD

Join us on Tuesday 21st Jan, for a special
club meeting featuring an interactive remote
demonstration by the renowned woodturner,
Darren Breeze.

Known for his exceptional craftsmanship

and innovative techniques, this is a fantastic
opportunity to learn from a master turner and ask
questions in real-time!

Don’t miss this chance to gain insights, tips, and
inspiration from one of woodturning’s best. See
you there!

If you can’t make it to the club, information on how
to join via zoom will be sent to club members.

www.middxturners.com



CLUB COMPETITIONS
SHOW & TELL TABLE

We are trying to increase the number of items
brought in each month and to encourage a sense
of comradeship rather than competition and
that we all had to start somewhere. So the old
monthly competition is being changed to a Show
and Tell Table in two sections, Beginners and More
Experienced. This will give you the opportunity to
discuss problems or explain how it was made.

The year long Turner of the Year competition is for
any piece of your turning,.

The items are judged in various ways and the points
added up for the best 10 month’s entries. The
winner is awarded the Turner of the Year trophy,
The Alan Spargo Shield, which is named after one
of the founders of the Club. The idea is to encourage
members to bring in a piece each month.

There is also the Graddage Trophy awarded at the
Annual Seminar Day. This is for a piece made in the

previous year.

We will continue to enter the Team Inter-Club

Competitions at Daventry Woodworks in May and
the SAW Open Day in October. Your help is needed
for both.

So whatever your skill, no matter what you have
made, please bring it to the club meetings.

The Table Show and Tell pieces are listed below.

SHOW & TELL TABLE 2025

January 21st Bud vase and flowers
February 18th Snowman Box
March 18th Easter Egg or Eggs
April 15th Money box
May 20th 4” Hollow Form
June 22nd [Sunday] Gallery & Graddage Trophy
July 15th Toy
August 19th Decorated Lidded Box
September 16th Thin Stemmed Goblet any size
October 21st Recycled Materials Bowl
November 18th Gavel & Block
December 16th Christmas Tree Ornament

www.middxturners.com



Some of the items on display at the Christmas meeting \: e

Charles & Helen Lewia

Best of British

diaries g

February 22nd - Stuart King Talk on his life as a Woodturner
- Ornamental Turners Meeting in Northolt see www.the-sot.
org

March 7th - 8th - Midlands Woodworking Show, Newark
May 9th - 10th - Woodworks Daventry

May 24th - 30th Great Barn, Ruislip

August 9th - 10th - Chestnut Woodturning Weekender,
Swindon

October 28th - 31st 2025 Wizardry in Wood, Plaisterer’s
Hall, London

November 14th - 15th - North of England Woodworking
Show, Harrogate

www.middxturners.com



WHAT WOULD HELP YOU TO
for London

Ultra low
emission

ATTEND MORE MEETINGS?

We know that some members have difficulty driving to
meetings especially at night or because of ULEZ. So, if
you would like help, please let me or another committee
member know and we will see if someone could give you
a lift. If you can offer a lift, please let us know.

If you have a BLUE BADGE and your car doesn’t comply
with the ULEZ regulations getting to the Gateway, there
are relevant deals at https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/
ultra-low-emission-zone/ulez-expansion-support-for-
disabled-people#ton-this-page-2 . Thanks to John Thei
for finding this out.

CLUB T-SHIRTS

We have contacted the supplier for the club T-Shirts, if you are interested in getting one for yourself or a gift for a
loved one, please contact Mike - secretary@middxturners.com who will act as the collection point for orders and the
only condition is that we need an order of a minimum of £50.00.

Prices are: Sweatshirt - £23.88, Polo - £20.34, Hoodie - £39.24 & Smock Badges Price TBC ( minimum order 10 )

All prices include VAT and there is a minor reduction for club logo only and no name.
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Logo Size: Left Chest Logo 86mm wide
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The Middlesex Woodturners Association now has a WhatsApp group! It’s a
@ VWLELETAVO o] lace for members to:

— + Share your latest woodturning projects
| Eg «  Askfor advice or tips

. + Exchangeideas and inspiration
+ Stay informed about upcoming events

Scan the QR code or follow this link and start chatting with your fellow
woodturners! - https://chat.whatsapp.com/ITrAXquwzLv1bBytAeJV8E

PROGRAMME 2025

January 21st Darren Breeze - IRD
February 18th Workshop
March 18th Robert Till
April 15th Workshop
May 20th Paul Bellamy
June 22nd [Sunday] Mark Bennett
July 15th Workshop
August 19th Les Thorne
September 16th Workshop
October 21st Mark Scott
November 18th AGM plus Speaker
December 16th Christmas Party

Middlesex Association of
@ WOOdf.UrDerS Woodturners o
BSSOCIathn of Great Britain

President: Stuart King Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto
Chairman: Gordon Cookson Committee Members:

Secretary: Mike Bonnici Peter Leach
Treasurer: John Thei Mike Wood
Membership Secretary: Mike Bonnici David Wilks
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach Josh Pinto




