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TURNING
TALK

Middlesex
Woodturners
Association

NEW SHOW AND
TELL TABLE

STUART KING TALK

Our President gave an excellent Talk
with lots of pictures to The Society
of Ornamental Turners on Saturday
February 15th in Northolt. See www.
the-sot.org for details. The title was
“60 Odd Years a Woodturner” about
his life. It was a pity that only one
extra MWA member came to support
him. Stuart was honoured with Life
Membership of the Society at this
event. They are hoping to make a
recording of the talk available to our members and | will let you know
the details .

MEMBERS WhatsApp Group

Many thanks to Josh for setting this up and hopefully you will find
it useful for keeping in touch with members, passing on news and
getting answers to your questions. Details of how to join are near the
end of this Newsletter.

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS
We would like to know what is stopping you from coming forward
and what we could do to encourage you to join us.

ROYAL NATIONAL ORTHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL STANMORE DEMO
Our volunteer team are producing their recent relevant CVs, DBS
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Checking info and arranging two Referees . The team is currently
David Wilks, Peter Leach, Josh Pinto, myself, John Thei when he is
well enough and Ben Dick when he is fit enough. The aim is to run
monthly sessions with one demonstrator from our club and one from
the Herts&Beds club. David is doing a great job co-ordinating the
paperwork for this very worthwhile project. We are very grateful to
Stuart King for agreeing to be one of the referees on the woodturning
side.

EXHIBITIONS
We are investigating other venues as it seems unlikely we can afford
to show at Great Missenden in future and two other possibles.

The bookings so far are:
St Albans Summer Fair , North Harrow Saturday June 7th for two

members under a gazebo.

Heritage Craft Weekend July 26-27 at Chiltern Open Air Museum for
our usual Demonstrating all weekend and Exhibition sales.

If you know of a local venue where a member, or better still a group

of us, could sell, please let the Committee know.

Gordon Cookson
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DARREN BREEZE

Darren has been honing his craft since 2007, earning
recognition and multiple awards for his exceptional
woodturning skills. His accomplishments include
winning first prize at Wizardry at Wood in 2016 and
later earning a spot on the prestigious Register of
Professional Turners in 2017. Based in Lowestoft,
Suffolk, Darren’s shop and studio at 117 High Street
have become a local hub for expert woodturning,
and his reputation as both a talented turner and a
sought-after demonstrator remains strong. This was
evident during his recent online demonstration at
our woodturning club, where he guided us through
creating a stunning “Rising Sun” bowl.

Throughout the event, Darren shared valuable

insights that catered to turners of all skill levels,
making sure to emphasise techniques that could
easily be overlooked but are crucial for achieving
quality results. One of the first tips he offered was
the ABC technique: Anchor, Bevel, Cut. He reminded

us that these simple steps are often forgotten but
are essential for clean and precise cuts. Darren
stressed that the tool must first be anchored to the
rest, ensuring the bevel is properly supported, and
then the cut is made with confidence.

As he worked on the bowl, Darren demonstrated
how adding a bead along the rim can introduce a

touch of elegance and visual interest to the piece. He
also discussed the importance of tool consistency,
noting that he prefers a uniform grind for his
gouges. He favours a 40-degree angle for most of
his tools, such as bowl gouges and spindle roughing
gouges. He also shared a helpful tip for his beading
and parting tools: colouring one side of the steel to
ensure the burr is easily identified and aligned for
efficient cutting.

When explaining the mechanics of cutting, Darren
focused on the significance of tool position and
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body movement. He reminded us to keep the
handle low while cleaning the face and to maintain
the bevel on the cut at all times. For different cuts,
he demonstrated the use of both push and pull
techniques, highlighting that the pull cut is useful
for removing wood quickly, especially when using a
long grind tool.

Darren also provided us with guidance on how to
manage tool pressure effectively. He explained
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that controlling the pressure through the tool is
key to achieving smooth cuts, recommending the
use of two fingers on the tool handle to maintain
finesse while preventing excess force. Additionally,
he demonstrated how to remove ripples from the
surface of the platter with negative rake scrapers,
showing us how the square-edge scrapers could be
modified with a slight round edge to prevent dig-
ins.

Workholding techniques also came up during
the demonstration, with Darren explaining his
preference for screw chucks over faceplates, as they
offer quicker and more efficient setups, reducing
waste and ensuring better control. The tail centre,
he noted, provides additional support as needed.

As we moved through the steps of shaping the
platter, Darren gave advice on marking the sun
design and applying stains. He emphasised the
importance of working from the edges toward the
centre and using gentle, controlled cuts to shape
the outside of the platter. He also demonstrated
how to use a bowl gouge with the flute closed at

the 3 o’clock position to shape the wood and how
to adjust the bevel angle to ensure the cut is clean
from entry to exit.

For finishing, Darren shared his preference for
power sanding, as it saves time and reduces costs
for customers. He also demonstrated his approach
to staining, using a paintbrush to apply the stain
from the edges and working inwards to avoid
streaks. He explained his method of using a venturi
pipe sprayer to apply the stain, noting that spraying
downward helps prevent the colour from running
over the edges.

When it came time to mask the bowl and apply the
ebonisinglacquer, Darren explained theimportance
of ensuring the tapers are even and consistent
to achieve a professional look. He also provided
a crucial tip: when removing the tape before the
lacquer dries, you can avoid cracking the finish by
using a hair dryer to dry the black lacquer first to
give the piece a flawless appearance.

Lastly, Darren addressed the challenges of adding
the bowl to the piece, advising us to make a step
at the edge of the bowl recess to prevent kickback
during the cut. He explained that the key to
preventing skew chisel problems is confidence—
hesitation often leads to errors.

This online demonstration was a fantastic
opportunity to learn from one of the best in the
field. Darren’s precision, technique, and attention to
detail were evident throughout the session, and his
tips and tricks provided valuable insights that will
undoubtedly help us all improve our woodturning
skills. A big thanks to Darren for a memorable
evening of learning and inspiration!

—F
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CLUB COMPETITIONS
SHOW & TELL TABLE

We are trying to increase the number of items
brought in each month and to encourage a sense
of comradeship rather than competition and
that we all had to start somewhere. So the old
monthly competition is being changed to a Show
and Tell Table in two sections, Beginners and More
Experienced. This will give you the opportunity to
discuss problems or explain how it was made.

The year long Turner of the Year competition is for
any piece of your turning,.

The items are judged in various ways and the points
added up for the best 10 month’s entries. The
winner is awarded the Turner of the Year trophy,
The Alan Spargo Shield, which is named after one
of the founders of the Club. The idea is to encourage
members to bring in a piece each month.

There is also the Graddage Trophy awarded at the
Annual Seminar Day. This is for a piece made in the
previous year.

We will continue to enter the Team Inter-Club
Competitions at Daventry Woodworks in May and
the SAW Open Day in October. Your help is needed
for both.

So whatever your skill, no matter what you have
made, please bring it to the club meetings.

The Table Show and Tell pieces are listed below.

SHOW & TELL TABLE 2025

February 18th Snowman Box
March 18th Easter Egg or Eggs
April 15th Money box
May 20th 4” Hollow Form
June 22nd [Sunday] Gallery & Graddage Trophy
July 15th Toy
August 19th Decorated Lidded Box
September 16th Thin Stemmed Goblet any size
October 21st Recycled Materials Bowl
November 18th Gavel & Block
December 16th Christmas Tree Ornament
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DAVENTRY

WOODWORKS APPEAL

This year the club will be entering Woodworks at Daventry
as usual.

If you’ve never been, it’s a great, friendly two-day event
with usually about 12 clubs taking part. All the clubs bring
a small lathe and there are timed “live” competitions as
well as a joint effort competition piece/s produced by each
club in the months leading up to the show. This year it is a
Tea Set and Peter Leach will be asking for lots of Cup Cake
Boxes.

There are also demonstrations by professional turners and
trade stands.

In addition every club is given a display table to show work
by their members.

It’s inspiring to wander round the displays and see all the

creativity.

So... That’s where you come in! That’s right, YOU! (No
pressure :)

This year we’re hoping to show pieces by as many members
as possible.

It can be anything you like, so if there’s something you’ve
always wanted to have a go at, this could be a great
incentive to get on and make it.

It doesn’t matter if you’re an old hand or a beginner, please
consider making a contribution.

Let your imagination run wild!

Mike Wood

MWA

MOVES TO CASH

Now that the internet bank account and treasurer are
back up and running, there will be some major changes
to the finance systems.

1. PAYMENTS
Payments are now being made via BACS. Cheques will
no longer be issued.

Invoices for expenses and claims for major amounts of
goods, expenses and services will be by Internet (BACS)
transfer, after giving receipts or invoices to the treasurer
at the monthly meeting, or by completing the expense
claim form in the members area of the website. Please
complete this form and attach any receipts etc. and
submititto treasurer@middxturners.com

Claims for small expenses, such as Raffle Prizes should
settled at the Monthly Meetings. They may be paid out of

cash taken at the meeting.

Sales at ‘Great Barn’ etc will be automatically calculated

LESS

after the event and paid over less commission. Unless
you have been paid before via BACS, you will be asked
for your sort code and account number. This will only be
required for your first payment.

Bank details will NOT be held by the MWA but may be
held by HSBC. This is standard operating procedure over
which we have no control.

2. RECEIPTS

Membership Subscriptions: Payment via BACS is
preferred, details will be given when the membership
subs are due. For those who wish to pay by cheque
or cash, you can download a paying in slip from the
members area of the club’s website. Please complete all
the details and take it with your payment to your bank
who will arrange the transfer.

Monthly meetings including raffle: Can be in cash
although the preferred payment method is by Debit or
Credit card using the SumUp machine.

Refreshments: For the moment the current system of
cash will be continued via an honesty box. We trust that
members will not abuse the system.

Workshop clearance and other sales. Can be in cash or
Debit or Credit cards .

As with all changes of this nature, it will seem strange at
first but will soon become familiar.

John Thei
(Treasurer)
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Some of the items on display at the Show
& Tell table.

Dates for
your diaries

BRIAN PROCTOR R.I.P.

Brian , a member of Middlesex Woodturners since 2009,
passed away, aged 91, after a short illness on December
20th at Stoke Mandeville Hospital.

Brian was a keen woodworker and wood turner for many
years and once attended a woodturning course in France
where he learnt a number of techniques, and the eggcup
he made was one of his prized possessions. He particularly
loved bowl turning and accumulated a number of different
tools which he took pleasure in using. He particularly
enjoyed attending various exhibitions and meeting people.

After he retired he 'worked’ at Workaid , a charity which
encourages young people in the UK and Africa to develop
skills and knowledge using tools supplied by Workaid. He
used to travel around the UK in a Workaid van collecting
the tools and also meeting people, until he was too old
(80) to drive the van. He then started selling the tools on
eBay to people all around the world to raise money for the
charity. We send supportive thoughts to his wife Jackie
and son.

Graham Burford

February 15th - Stuart King Talk on his life as a Woodturner July 26th - 27th - Chiltern Open Air Museum , Heritage Craft
- Ornamental Turners Meeting in Northolt see www.the-sot. Weekend

org
March 7th - 8th - Midlands Woodworking Show, Newark
May 9th - 10th - Woodworks Daventry

May 24th - 30th - Great Barn, Ruislip

June Tth - St Albans Summer Fair North Harrow

August 9th - 10th - Chestnut Woodturning Weekender,
Swindon

October 28th - 31st 2025 Wizardry in Wood, Plaisterer’s
Hall, London

November 14th - 15th - North of England Woodworking
Show, Harrogate
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WHAT WOULD HELP YOU TO
for London

Ultra low
emission

ATTEND MORE MEETINGS?

We know that some members have difficulty driving to
meetings especially at night or because of ULEZ. So, if
you would like help, please let me or another committee
member know and we will see if someone could give you
a lift. If you can offer a lift, please let us know.

If you have a BLUE BADGE and your car doesn’t comply
with the ULEZ regulations getting to the Gateway, there
are relevant deals at https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/
ultra-low-emission-zone/discounts-and-exemptions#on-
this-page-0. Thanks to John Thei for finding this out.

CLUB T-SHIRTS

We have contacted the supplier for the club T-Shirts, if you are interested in getting one for yourself or a gift for a
loved one, please contact Mike - secretary@middxturners.com who will act as the collection point for orders and the
only condition is that we need an order of a minimum of £50.00.

Prices are: Sweatshirt - £23.88, Polo - £20.34, Hoodie - £39.24 & Smock Badges Price TBC ( minimum order 10 )

All prices include VAT and there is a minor reduction for club logo only and no name.

G )
e %
(3

Middlesex Middlesex
Woodturners Woodiurners

Middlesex
Woodturners

Mtee Bonanice

Logo Size: Left Chest Logo 86mm wide
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CC

Crafts Council

The Crafts Councilis a useful resource for advice and
tips for all types of craftspeople - including turners.

They have an online free access library of recorded
webinars that might be useful to members running
craft stalls or promoting their work.

For example:

Craft Fair Tips - https://www.craftscouncil.org.uk/
sector-support/craft-business-resources/how-to-
make-the-most-of-craft-markets-and-fairs
Christmas Markets - https://www.craftscouncil.
org.uk/sector-support/craft-business-resources/
getting-ready-christmas-markets

Instagram Tips - https://www.craftscouncil.org.uk/
sector-support/craft-business-resources/getting-
the-most-out-of-instagram

FaceBook Tips - https://www.craftscouncil.org.uk/
sector-support/craft-business-resources/getting-
the-most-out-of-facebook

Also there is a FREE online Zoom event on
Wednesday 12th February at 7pm aimed at anyone
selling on-line.

It’s an update on GPRS ( General Product Safety
Regulations ). A new set of EU safety regulations
that replaces the existing rules, bringing regulations
up to date with the substantial growth in digital
commerce. The regulations came into effect on 13
December 2024. This may be useful to any member
who is selling on-line or intending to do so.

https://www.craftscouncil.org.uk/sector-
support/opportunities/crafts-council-webinar-
understanding-the-eus-general-product-safety-
regulations-gpsr

To book a ticket:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/understanding-

the-eus-general-product-safety-regulations-gpsr-
tickets-11442663644997aff=oddtdtcreator

www.middxturners.com



The Middlesex Woodturners Association now has a WhatsApp group! It’s a
@ WhatsApp place for members to:

+ Share your latest woodturning projects
« Ask for advice or tips

+ Exchange ideas and inspiration

+ Stay informed about upcoming events

Scan the QR code or follow this link and start chatting with your fellow
woodturners! - https://chat.whatsapp.com/ITrAXquwzLv1bBytAeJVSE

PROGRAMME 2025

February 18th Workshop
March 18th Robert Till
April 15th Workshop

May 20th Paul Bellamy
June 22nd [Sunday] Mark Bennett
July 15th Workshop
August 19th Les Thorne
September 16th Workshop
October 21st Mark Scott
November 18th AGM plus Speaker
December 16th Christmas Party

Middlesex Association of
@ WOOdf.urDerS Woodturners o
assoclatlon of Great Britain

President: Stuart King Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto
Chairman: Gordon Cookson Committee Members:

Secretary: Mike Bonnici Peter Leach
Treasurer: John Thei Mike Wood
Membership Secretary: Mike Bonnici David Wilks
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach Josh Pinto




