
ROYAL NATIONAL ORTHOPAEDIC 
HOSPITAL STANMORE DEMO
Our volunteer team are producing their 
recent relevant CVs, DBS Checking info 
and arranging two Referees, We are 
agreeing a combined Risk Assessment 
for submission to the hospital. The aim is 
to run monthly sessions on a Wednesday 
with one demonstrator from our club 
and one from the Herts & Beds club. We 
are collecting small turning tools and 
consumables ready for this project. 

DAVENTRY WOODWORKS
This year we’re hoping to show pieces by as many members as possible on 
the Display Table. It can be anything you like, so if there’s something you’ve 
always wanted to have a go at, this could be a great incentive to get on and 
make it. It doesn’t matter if you’re an old hand or a beginner, please consider 
making a contribution and bring it in to the April 15 Meeting.

Peter Leach wants lots of Cup Cake Boxes with 60mm diam. for the Group Tea 
Set Competition. Please bring them in to the April 15 Meeting.

EXHIBITIONS
We are investigating other venues as it has been unlikely we will be able to 
show at Great Missenden in future. However the Easter event is now possible, 
please see Mike Bonnici’s email for details. 

The bookings so far are:
Great Barn, Ruislip May 23-29
St Albans Summer Fair, North Harrow Saturday June 7th for two members 
under a gazebo.
Heritage Craft Weekend July 26-27 at Chiltern Open Air Museum for our usual 
Demonstrating all weekend and Exhibition sales.

Pinner Rotary Village Fair Sept 6 Two members

We are on waiting lists for:
Bushey Museum Craft Fair November 8&9 Two members
Chiltern Open Air Museum Craft Fair December 6-7 ( Not sure how many 
exhibitors )

If you know of a local venue where a member, or better still a group of us, 
could sell, please let the Committee know.

HILLINGDON PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA CONCERT 
Four of us have again sponsored Ben and a percussionist’s chair and the club 
gets a sponsor’s listing in the programme.

Three of us enjoyed the Magic of Dance concert on Saturday 15th March 2025 
at Winston Churchill Theatre, Ruislip, with Ben adding his deep tuba sounds.

The next concert, Well-loved Moments in Orchestral Sound, is on Saturday 
June 21st at St. Andrew’s Church, Hillingdon Road, Uxbridge UB10  0AE  

Ticket prices: £15, under 18’s FOC Available online in due course,  
hillingdonphil.co.uk/concerts/ or from HPO Box Office: 01895 674223

MEMBERS WhatsApp Group
Many thanks to Josh for setting this up and hopefully you will find it useful for 
keeping in touch with members, passing on news and getting answers to your 
questions. Details of how to join are near the end of this Newsletter.

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS
We need more members and would like to know what is stopping you from 
coming forward and what we could do to encourage you to join us.

Gordon Cookson

TURNING
TALK

Robert Till
demonstration
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ROBERT TILL
DEMOnstration
We were very pleased to have Robert for our March 
Demo all the way for his first visit from Staffordshire. 
Fortunately he was staying the night with relatives 
near by and so didn’t have a long drive home that 
night. 

The demo was a “spindle Turned” finely shaped 
candle stick by using the“Involuted” or “Inside Out” 
method. During the evening he showed in detail 
how the piece would be built up showing how best 
to proportion/balance the project to the eye as it 
went along.

He said that the project was a spindle-turned piece 
using all the standard basic cuts that turners of all 
levels would be able to have a go at. Indeed using 
the angles of the chisels and how they cut well 
would help with all types of work. If the project 
was made at home it could be made as simple or 
as detailed as you wished using his way of working.

To start off with he showed how he joined two 
pieces of identical square stock, 44mm square by 
32cm long and  PVA glued them together with a 
newspaper seal between the two mating glued 
wooden edges and quick release masking tape to 
hold them together while the glue dries. He didn’t 
agree with using Jubilee clips.  As most people 
don’t have planer/thicknessers to get flat square 
surfaces, Robert used pine from a well known DIY 
store. This technique later allows the joint to be 
broken without damage to the timber.In true Blue 
Peter style he produced two pieces of wood already 
glued together.

The blank was mounted onto the lathe using a Steb 
headstock centre and a ring tailstock centre. These 
were used as there is less chance of the two pieces 
of wood coming apart.  Robert detailed how to 
mark up the blank for initial turning which would be 
the inside shape of the middle of the candlestick. It 
was with a black marker pen 4cm either side of the 
centre with a curve with a cove in the middle.   

Robert turned the initial shape demonstrating the 
cutting stages, tool angles, and logical step by
step process needed to achieve the first stage 
shaping process.Then he sanded the shaped part 
using a pad so the fingers weren’t damaged by the 
uneven shape.

He then split the wood along the paper joint in 
preparation for the re-gluing with the two pieces 
turned round 180 degrees. The glued back pieces 
form the internal shape.

Robert then re-mounted a pre-prepared blank giving 
the internal shaped detail with the steb and ring 
centres. The blank was now ready for the external 
shape to be turned. The first step was to use a small 
forstner drill in a Jacobs chuck in the tailstock with 
the wood supported by the tool rest for the candle 
holder. The wood was then held in place with a long 
pointed revolving centre in the tailstock into the 
base of the hole for the candle holder.
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He showed how to achieve the outer refined shape 
using detailed cuts to improve the eye line balance 
and shape proportion, illustrating this clearly by 
“tweaking” the shape as he went along.His detailed 
explanation of the process was clearly helpful to 
all. The tenon to go into the base was made slightly 
larger than the hole in the base. This gives a tight 
fit as sometimes the drill bit used in the base can 
wander slightly making the hole marginally bigger 
than intended. 

For the final part of the demonstration, Robert 
made the base to complement the candlestick. This 
was initially put on a screw chuck for the underside 
of the base to be slightly undercut to sit easily on a 
flat surface. Robert likes to to use a dovetail in the 
recess and a decorated button in the middle. This 
adds a certain finesse to the base.

The upright part was then put into the base. The 
final shape of the base and upright were formed 
so that they looked “right” together.The beads and 
fillets were all the same size. Sanding to 320 grit was 
done carefully so no corners were taken off. The 
finish was either ebonising lacquer or colouring. 

To help with the everlasting problem of making a 
pair of anything, Robert said he uses a story board 
with all the shape positions and sizes marked or sets 
up dropping fingers behind the piece being turned 
after setting them up with the Master Shape.  

The last item of the evening was a warm up exercise 
on a spindle piece of wood that he recommended to 
get your eye and muscle memory back in to action. 
Remember to use your body to change directions 
smoothly not your arms for roughing out, beads, 
coves and fillets. 
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Use the skew at an angle to the wood for the best 
cut. If the bevel on the skew comes off the wood , it 
will spiral along the column. He demonstrated this 
to great effect! Highlight cuts can be made with the 
point of the skew downwards.

To make beads, start with the spindle gouge at 12 
o’clock , then move it to 3 o’clock and lift it to get the 
right side of the bead. For the left side of the bead, 
again start at 12 o’clock and move to 9 o’clock and 
lift. You could also try making beads with a round 
skew.

For coves, start the spindle gouge at 9 o’clock for the 
right side and then at 3 o’clock for the left side.

The exercise finished with a mushroom. 

We were all amazed that he managed to squeeze 
it all into two and a half hours and had a cup of 
tea and biscuits in the process! At the end of an 
excellent demo, he very kindly offered to answer 
any questions on his display pieces either on the 
night or by email. 

It was a lovely surprise when he kindly gave us 
a previously finished Candlestick with the same 
shape as his demo and the mushroom for our next 
raffle. 

We certainly hope to see Robert again for another 
demo.

Gordon Cookson
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CLUB COMPETITIONS
SHOW & TELL TABLE
We are trying to increase the number of items 
brought in each month and to encourage a sense 
of comradeship rather than competition and 
that we all had to start somewhere. So the old 
monthly competition is being changed to a Show 
and Tell Table in two sections, Beginners and More 
Experienced. This will give you the opportunity to 
discuss problems or explain how it was made. 

The year long Turner of the Year competition is for 
any piece of your turning.

The items are judged in various ways and the points 
added up for the best 10 month’s entries. The 
winner is awarded the Turner of the Year trophy, 
The Alan Spargo Shield, which is named after one 
of the founders of the Club. The idea is to encourage 
members to bring in a piece each month.

There is also the Graddage Trophy awarded at the 
Annual Seminar Day. This is for a piece made in the 
previous year.

We will continue to enter the Team Inter-Club 
Competitions at Daventry Woodworks in May and 
the SAW Open Day in October.  Your help is needed 
for both. 

So whatever your skill, no matter what you have 
made, please bring it to the club meetings.

The Table Show and Tell pieces are listed below. 

SHOW & TELL TABLE 2025

April 15th Money box

May 20th 4” Hollow Form

June 22nd [Sunday] Gallery & Graddage Trophy

July 15th Toy

August 19th Decorated Lidded Box

September 16th Thin Stemmed Goblet any size

October 21st Recycled Materials Bowl

November 18th Gavel & Block

December 16th Christmas Tree Ornament
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FEBRUARY & MARCH
SHOW & TELL TABLE
February’s Show and Tell was a Snowman Box, March was to produce an egg. 
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Now that the internet bank account and treasurer are 
back up and running, there will be some major changes 
to the finance systems.

1. PAYMENTS
Payments are now being made via BACS. Cheques will 
no longer be issued.

Invoices for expenses and claims for major amounts of 
goods, expenses and services will be by Internet (BACS) 
transfer, after giving receipts or invoices to the treasurer 
at the monthly meeting, or by completing the expense 
claim form in the members area of the website. Please 
complete this form and attach any receipts etc. and 
submit it to   treasurer@middxturners.com

Claims for small expenses, such as Raffle Prizes should 
settled at the Monthly Meetings. They may be paid out of 
cash taken at the meeting. 

Sales at ‘Great Barn’ etc will be automatically calculated 

after the event and paid over less commission. Unless 
you have been paid before via BACS, you will be asked 
for your sort code and account number. This will only be 
required for your first payment. 
Bank details will NOT be held by the MWA but may be 
held by HSBC. This is standard operating procedure over 
which we have no control.

2.   RECEIPTS
Membership Subscriptions: Payment via BACS is 
preferred, details will be given when the membership 
subs are due. For those who wish to pay by cheque 
or cash, you can download a paying in slip from the 
members area of the club’s website. Please complete all 
the details and take it with your payment to your bank 
who will arrange the transfer.
 
Monthly meetings including raffle:  Can be in cash 
although the preferred payment method is by Debit or 
Credit card using the SumUp machine. 

Refreshments: For the moment the current system of 
cash will be continued via an honesty box. We trust that 
members will not abuse the system.

Workshop clearance and other sales. Can be in cash or 
Debit or Credit cards .

As with all changes of this nature, it will seem strange at 
first but will soon become familiar.

John Thei
(Treasurer)

MWA
MOVES TO CASHLESS

He gave a talk with lots of photos called “Sixty 
Odd Years a Turner” to The Society of Ornamental 
Turners (SOT), a week earlier than expected because 
of a booking problem, on Saturday February 15th in 
Northolt.

A recording of the talk is available to our 
members on https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=kmddnK6gM0M  .

If anyone is qualified to give a presentation on the 
many different aspects of woodturning, there is no 
one better than Stuart. He has devoted much of 
his life to the subject, whether that is ‘hands on’, 
or doing historical research, whether pole lathe 

turning or ornamental turning, he has done it all.

Stuart was honoured with Life Membership of the 
Society at this event.

Details of future Society meetings (quarterly) can be 
found on the Meetings page on the Society’s website 
https://www.the-sot.org/meetings.php 7

STUART KING
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Dates for 
your diaries
May 9th - 10th - Woodworks Daventry

May 24th – 30th - Great Barn, Ruislip

June 7th - St Albans Summer Fair North Harrow 
July 26th - 27th -  Chiltern Open Air Museum , Heritage Craft 
Weekend

August 9th - 10th - Chestnut Woodturning Weekender, 
Swindon

September 6th - Pinner Rotary Village Fair

October 28th - 31st 2025 Wizardry in Wood, Plaisterer’s 
Hall, London

November 14th - 15th - North of England Woodworking 
Show, Harrogate

We are on waiting lists for:

Bushey Museum Craft Fair November 8&9 Two members

Chiltern Open Air Museum Craft Fair December 6-7 ( Not sure 
how many exhibitors )

Don’t forget it’s Woodworks at Daventry on 9th & 10th 
May coming up soon! It’s your chance to enter a piece to 
contribute to the club display.
Ideally if you can bring it along to the April meeting so 
that the organisers know where to put it on the stand but 
possibly later if someone who’s going will take it for you.

It can be anything you choose spindle turning, bowl 
turning, hollow turning, miniature turning, large turning 
(so long as it fits on the stand!), turning with colouring or 
beautiful natural wood, incorporating resin or pewter, pens, 
whistles, decorative or functional, toys, games, ornamental 
turning... I’m sure I’ve missed out lots – you name it - that 
you have made recently or have made between now and 
the event. It could be a good time to have a go at something 
you’ve always wanted to try.

GO FOR IT!

PS: GO TO IT! It’s a lot of fun, inspiring a chance for the club 
to show its mettle and there are trade stands often with 
show prices! If you feel like taking part, please speak to/ 
contact a committee member.

Daventry
Woodworks Appeal

They have 3 Sunday Demos each year at 
Sawbridgeworth from 10am - 4pm with the first on 
Sunday 25 May 2025 features Mick Hanbury.
 
Please note it is a ticket only event and not just turn 
up on the day, as they need to know about ordering 
for lunch.

The other two Sunday Demos for 2025 are; Jason 
Breach on 24 August 2025 and Les Thorne on 19 
October 2025.
 
For more information and tickets, contact glynn.
goodwin@gmail.com

EAST HERTS WOODTURNERS
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CLUB T-SHIRTS
We have contacted the supplier for the club T-Shirts, if you are interested in getting one for yourself or a gift for a 
loved one, please contact Mike - secretary@middxturners.com who will act as the collection point for orders and the 
only condition is that we need an order of a minimum of £50.00.

Prices are: Sweatshirt - £23.88, Polo - £20.34, Hoodie - £39.24 & Smock Badges  Price TBC ( minimum order 10 ) 

All prices include VAT and there is a minor reduction for club logo only and no name.

Logo Size: Left Chest Logo 86mm wide  
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WHAT WOULD HELP YOU TO 
ATTEND MORE MEETINGS?
We know that some members have difficulty driving to 
meetings especially at night or because of ULEZ.  So, if 
you would like help, please let me or another committee 
member know and we will see if someone could give you 
a lift. If you  can offer a lift, please let us know.

If you have a BLUE BADGE and your car doesn’t comply 
with the ULEZ regulations getting to the Gateway, there 
are relevant deals at https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/
ultra-low-emission-zone/discounts-and-exemptions#on-
this-page-0. Thanks to John Thei for finding this out.
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Middlesex Woodturners Association

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke 
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach
Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto

Webmaster: Tony Champion
Committee Members:
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
Peter Russell
David Wilks
Josh Pinto

MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2023

January 17th Chris Bentley

February 21st TBA

March 21st Workshop

April 18th Robert Sorby

May 16th  Workshop

June 20th No meeting

June 25th Seminar - Margaret Garrard

July 18th  TBA

August 15th Kevin Hutson

September 19th Workshop

October 17th Ben Dick

November 21st AGM

TBC Christmas Party

I have been to see the equipment for sale and the condition is very 
good, he also has a full extraction system and various woodworking 
tools, planes, chop saw etc also for sale. The workshop is located in 
Bedfont (near Heathrow) Please contact Alan if interested.

Poolewood 1000 lathe 12” throw £300 variable speed (with bench)
Various size interchangeable chucks for lathe, price to be agreed
Delta Scroll Saw £100, Hegner Multicut 2 Scroll Saw £150
Contact - Alan Feltz - 07787561767

FOR SALE Programme 2025

April 15th Workshop

May 20th Paul Bellamy

June 22nd [Sunday] Mark Bennett

July 15th Workshop

August 19th Les Thorne

September 16th Workshop

October 21st Mark Scott

November 18th AGM plus Speaker

December 16th Christmas Party

Middlesex Woodturners Association

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer: John Thei
Membership Secretary: Mike Bonnici 
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach

Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto
Committee Members:
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
David Wilks
Josh Pinto

The Middlesex Woodturners Association now has a WhatsApp group! It’s a 
place for members to:

•	 Share your latest woodturning projects
•	 Ask for advice or tips
•	 Exchange ideas and inspiration
•	 Stay informed about upcoming events

Scan the QR code or follow this link and start chatting with your fellow 
woodturners! - https://chat.whatsapp.com/ITrAXquwzLv1bBytAeJV8E

Our Workshop Evening on Tuesday April 
15th, we will be showing how to turn 
a Hollow Form such as a Vase ready 
for the Show and Tell Table on May 20. 

Afterwards, novice members and visitors 
can have a go with help from experienced 
members. . We look forward to seeing 
you there.


