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Our next meeting : 19th August 2025   7.30 p.m. 

We are pleased to have Les Thorne as our guest demonstrator for the August meeting. 

Les has been involved with wood in some capacity for the 
majority of his life. He worked as a saw doctor prior to becoming 
Company Director of the family timber mill. 1998 saw another 
change of direction for him, as he says, it felt like a natural 
progression to become a full time woodturner. 

He will be demonstrating for us techniques used in turning a 
bowl. 

The remaining Cup Cake Boxes and the Cake Plates will be on sale at his Demo in aid of the 
Gateway charity. A chance to own a piece of the club’s first prize winning Tea Set!  

WORKSHOP/HANDS ON EVENING JULY 15 

The evening had nineteen members and four visitors. 

The mini demos 
were a Decorated 
Lidded Box by Peter 
Leach and  a Thin 
Stemmed Goblet 
(the September 
challenge) by Mike 
Wood. These are 
items for the next 
Show & Tell Tables. 

 In the hands on session, a number of the visitors who had never used a lathe before tried 
their hand at turning with great enthusiasm. We hope to see them again at future meetings. 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TURNING 
TALK 
 HERITAGE CRAFTS WEEKEND at CHILTERN OPEN AIR MUSEUM JULY 26 & 27  

The friendly venue was excellent for our set up and the visitors to the marquee were 
interested in turning and buying as our sales were excellent, including nine cupcake boxes 
for charity. 

It was interesting to see the other volunteers showing their crafts . 

Special thanks are due to Les Alexander who demonstrated wonderfully almost all day on 
Saturday and some of Sunday. Our thanks to all the MWA stewards and exhibitors..  

We have thanked the organisers and asked to be there at next year’s Heritage Craft 
Weekend, date to be confirmed.  

As a token of our thanks and appreciation, we will be sending a donation of £100 to COAM. 
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 COMMITTEE HELP 

We are very grateful to the members who help with the set up and take down at meetings 
and hopefully they and others will continue to do so. We now know that David Wilks will be 
moving out of the area in the very near future and so we would like members to join us on 
the Committee and/or help with setting up and taking down the monthly meetings. Do talk 
to us about what is involved.    

ROYAL NATIONAL ORTHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL STANMORE – HORATIO’S GARDEN - 
WOODTURNING PROJECT 

Following the success of our first therapy/training session with spinal injuries patients at 
Horatio’s Garden Stanmore, where we worked with two patients, July saw a more ambitious 
session. This time we had two lathes available, This meant we could provide an introduction 
to wood turning to four patients during our allotted two hour session.

 

This time, the lead instructors were our own Gordon Cookson and Herts and Beds Chairman 
Adam Blackie.  As with the first session, in June, the benefits of pre-preparing the work 
pieces  was evident, so that the patients could try turning and end up with a piece to take 
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 away at the end of their hour long session.  This time, Adam’s two patients both completed 
a pen and Gordon’s patients each turned a small bud vase.  

Patients were accompanied by their family/partners who were delighted with the 
enthusiasm the patients showed. Feedback after the session indicated that all the patients 
had enjoyed the opportunity to participate in a new hands on craft. As well as the 
therapeutic benefit, the patients enjoyed the opportunity to talk to members of the 
combined MWA and H&B team about ways to do more turning in the future. 

Our success so far, has generated interest in the therapeutic benefits of woodturning, for 
spinal injuries patients elsewhere. Horatio’s Garden charity supports therapy gardens at 
eight (may be nine now) sights nationwide.  At next month’s session, the Patient 
Engagement Manager from the garden at Stoke Mandeville hospital will be in attendance to 
see if woodturning might be an option for them.  

Our next session is scheduled for the 1st of September. This time Peter Leach will lead for 
MWA. 

YEW WOOD Available 

A Church near Slough has felled 
a yew tree . The Vicar is happy 
for a Woodturner, who wishes 
to use some of the wood , to 
come and choose some pieces. 
To find out more please contact 
Ruth Rooley email 
ruth@rooley.com or call 
07715376986 
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 MORE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

HENRY TAYLOR EVENT in SHEFFIELD AUGUST 31    
https://www.welcometosheffield.co.uk/content/events/henry-taylor-tools-woodworking-
open-day/   

 

D&M  October 10-12 D&M Tools Show, Kempton Park. We will be supporting the 
AWGB stand. https://www.thetoolshow.com/ 

 

October 26 SAW Mytchett 

 

October 28-31 Wizardry in Wood, Plaisterers Hall, One London Wall, London, 
EC2Y 5JU https://turnersco.com/wiw/ 

 

November 14-15 North of England Woodworking Show  

https://www.harrogatewoodworkingshow.co.uk/ 

 


