
I was pleased to get back to 
meetings with the help of 
public transport and much 
appreciated lifts home by 
Mike B at Christmas and 
Josh in January. 

Many thanks to Kieron and 
Callum, our new Committee 

Members, for the much needed tidying up of the 
storage area, including getting rid of rubbish and 
walking items to the near by charity shop.

SAFETY SHOES

While getting my old 1900s lathe back to turning 
between centres after last April making the Tray 
for Daventry over the tailstock end with a square 
backing board that was 43” corner to corner, I wore 
my safety shoes. This was just as well because the 
tailstock weighs about 50lb !  I also dropped the 
heavy rest and banjo very close to my shoes!

If you don’t wear safety shoes I feel you really 
should. or need a spare pair.  A possible eBay 
source is surprisingly the  Queenscourt Hospice - 

https://www.ebay.co.uk/str/queenscourthospice?_
pgn=6&rt=nc&_trksid=p4429486.m3561.l170197&_
tab=shop

which has a number on sale at reasonable prices if 
you wear size 8 1/2!

Gordon Cookson
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woodworks
Daventry

Woodworks hosted by the Tudor Rose club in 
Daventry is the first external event for the Middlesex 
Woodturners in 2026.

It takes place on the 1st and 2nd of May (Friday and 
Saturday) in Daventry.

We, as an invited club have been active participants 
for several years and have won the “big competition 
“ for the last two years.

There are 5 competitions to enter, the “big” one is 
intended to be a collaborative effort and for this year 
is a bowl of fruit. We therefore need our members to 
turn items of fruit ( the greater the variety the better)
As in previous years Peter Leach is coordinating our 
efforts and he will advise on sizes etc.

We have 3 turning challenges at the event. They are 
a goblet with a captive ring, a decorated platter and 
a 3 legged stool.

The first two are done with a strict time limit of 
around an hour on successive days and the stool 
can be done across both days.
The final competition is judged to be the best 
display of works across each of the 10 or so clubs 
represented.

We therefore need your help to populate the fruit 
bowl and assemble a good selection of pieces for 
the display. These can be any subject or style. Work 
by newcomers to the craft will be very welcome. 
Please don’t think your piece or pieces won’t be 
“good enough”. Go for it!”

These will need to be brought in for our April 
meeting at the latest.

I definitely recommend visiting Woodworks for 
either or both days where you will not only meet 
members from other clubs but also have the 
opportunity to spend your hard earned cash with 
the many, well known traders at the event.

Hope to see you there.
Mike

https://tudor-rose-turners.co.uk/woodworks
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A bunch of grapes in the making, 
sanded and sealed ready for 
polishing.

Sorting the wood for the grapes
Rhus on the left and Purpleheart on 
the right with some early grapes.

Two views of Rhus trees for those 
that don’t know what they are, note 
of caution the sap when wet can be 
very toxic, handle with care if 
offered any.

GRAPES for
DAVENTRY 2026 Peter Leech
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Making the stem and painting ready 
for the grapes. Copper wire out of 
mains cable held in place with heat 
shrink and super glue run into the 
gaps.

Polishing the grapes with the buffing 
wheel using screw chucks to hold 
the grapes, for both turning and 
polishing.

The finished bunch of grapes ready 
for Daventry, now all I have to do is 
the same again with the 
Purpleheart.
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JASON BREACH
DEMONSTRATION 
Our January IRD demo by Jason Breach was an off centre bowl from an 8” x 3” piece of seasoned sycamore 
as this is easier to turn for a demonstration . The process involved moving the wood back and forth between 
centres. I am writing up a “How to make it” future article so I can remember how to do it when I get back 
to turning. Hopefully this might help others because the sound quality was not as good as we would have 
liked. The offset effect was created by a 2cm offset centre. 

Stuart has already made two small versions! I do recommend that members try making their version of a 
demo piece as soon as possible after the meeting while memories are fresh. I do wish I had over the years! 

I apologise for the quality of the photos as my tech ability is, as most people know, rather limited.

CLUB EVENTS 2026

May 1st - 2nd Woodworks Daventry

May 22nd - 28th Combined Arts Festival , Great Barn, 
Ruislip

June 6th Eastcote Gardens

July 25th - 26th COAM Heritage Crafts Weekend

Sept 26th - 27th COAM Harvest Festival

Oct 25th SAW Open Day

Dates for 
your diaries

Gordon Cookson
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Safety First

Always wear safety glasses when grinding, even if 
it is only a quick touch-up. Grinding dust or steel 
particles in the eye are extremely unpleasant and 
can cause permanent damage.

Sharpening should be carried out on an offhand 
grinder with a wheel diameter of at least 6".

Recommended Learning Order

The following order is recommended when 
learning to grind tools. This progression reflects 
the increasing complexity of the movements 
required:

1. **Parting tool**
2. **Skew chisel** (straight grind and pivot grind)
3. **Spindle roughing gouge**
4. **Round nose scraper** (“smiley face” profile on 
the grinder)
5. **Small bowl/spindle gouge – 3/8”** (“smiley 
face” profile)
6. **Bowl gouge – 5/8” (Celtic grind)** (“smiley 
face” profile)
7. **Bowl gouge – 5/8” (lady’s fingernail profile)** 
(“U” profile)

Checking Your Edge

A simple way to check sharpness is to look at 
the cutting edge under good light. If you can see 
reflected light on the edge, it is still blunt and 
needs further grinding.

Using a marker pen on the bevel can help you see 
exactly where the grinder is removing material.

If a wire burr develops, drag the cutting edge 
lightly through a piece of timber to remove it. 
However, this does **not** apply to scrapers, as 
the burr is the part that performs the cutting.

Freehand Grinding vs Jigs

It is well worth learning to grind freehand, as you 
will naturally develop the angles that suit your 
turning style.

Grinding jigs are available, although they require 
careful setup for each tool. You will also need 
to record jig settings so they can be repeated 
accurately.

Choosing the Right Grinding Wheel

For High Speed Steel (HSS) tools, the following 
wheels are recommended:

* White aluminium oxide wheels
* Blue carborundum wheels
* Ruby wheels

Typical grit sizes used are:

* **45 grit** – coarse grinding
* **60 grit** – general sharpening

Higher grit numbers produce finer finishes. For 
comparison, water-cooled grinders may use wheels 
as fine as **1500 grit**.

Grinder Speed Considerations

Slow-running grinders (1200 rpm or slower) reduce 
the risk of overheating and blueing the tool edge. 
However, they will remove material more slowly.

Wheel Maintenance and Safety

If a grinding wheel is damaged:

* Stop the grinder immediately
* Isolate the power supply
* Dispose of the wheel safely

Sharpening
Woodturning Tools
*An excerpt from Phil Jones’s workshop notes*
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Damaged wheels can disintegrate and pose serious 
safety risks.

To maintain the wheel surface, use a dressing tool 
such as:

* Star wheel dresser
* Devil stone
* **Diamond dresser (recommended – cheapest 
and easiest option)**

Honing with a Slip Stone

Final sharpening can be done using a slip stone.

* Move the stone, not the tool
* Brace the tool against your side for stability
* Use a relaxed wrist motion
* Brace the arm holding the stone against your side

Many turners use the tool directly from the grinder 
initially, then hone with a slip stone two or three 
times before regrinding becomes necessary.

A Note on Water-Cooled Grinders

Water-cooled grinders are generally too slow 
for most woodturning needs. Their fine grit and 
slower cutting action make them less practical, as 
woodturning tools require frequent re-sharpening.

**Good sharpening is a fundamental skill in 
woodturning. A properly sharpened tool is safer, 
easier to control, and produces a far better finish.**

Examples of Tool Grinding Angles 
Please note: angles shown are 
examples only and are not precise. 
 
Cutting edge is too delicate 
A very narrow angle creates a weak 
edge that dulls quickly and may chip. 

 
Cutting edge is too steep and wide 
A wide angle creates a strong but blunt 
edge that does not cut efficiently. 

 
Cutting edge is correct 
The angle is balanced — not too 
thick and not too thin — providing 
both strength and sharp cutting 
performance.
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CLUB COMPETITIONS
SHOW & TELL TABLE
We are trying to increase the number of items 
brought in each month and to encourage a sense 
of comradeship rather than competition and 
that we all had to start somewhere. So the old 
monthly competition is being changed to a Show 
and Tell Table in two sections, Beginners and More 
Experienced. This will give you the opportunity to 
discuss problems or explain how it was made. 

The year long Turner of the Year competition is for 
any piece of your turning.

The items are judged in various ways and the points 
added up for the best 10 month’s entries. The 
winner is awarded the Turner of the Year trophy, 
The Alan Spargo Shield, which is named after one 
of the founders of the Club. The idea is to encourage 
members to bring in a piece each month.

There is also the Graddage Trophy awarded at the 
Annual Seminar Day. This is for a piece made in the 
previous year.

We will continue to enter the Team Inter-Club 
Competitions at Daventry Woodworks in May and 

the SAW Open Day in October.  Your help is needed 
for both. 

So whatever your skill, no matter what you have 
made, please bring it to the club meetings.

The Table Show and Tell pieces are listed below. 

SHOW & TELL TABLE 2026

January 20th An Item of food as box

February 17th Apple/pear

March 17th Easter based turning

April 21st Natural edged bowl any size

May 19th Candlestick

June 28th (Sunday) Seminar/ Graddage Competition

July 21st Bird/animal any size

August 18th Pendant/earrings

September 15th Platter any size

October 20th November 5th, related

November 17th Something music related

December 15th Christmas tree ornament
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Now that the internet bank account and treasurer 
are back up and running, there will be some major 
changes to the finance systems.

1. PAYMENTS
Payments are now being made via BACS. Cheques 
will no longer be issued.

Invoices for expenses and claims for major amounts 
of goods, expenses and services will be by Internet 
(BACS) transfer, after giving receipts or invoices 
to the treasurer at the monthly meeting, or by 
completing the expense claim form in the members 
area of the website. Please complete this form and 
attach any receipts etc. and submit it to   treasurer@
middxturners.com

Claims for small expenses, such as Raffle Prizes 
should settled at the Monthly Meetings. They may 
be paid out of cash taken at the meeting. 

Sales at ‘Great Barn’ etc will be automatically 
calculated after the event and paid over less 
commission. Unless you have been paid before 
via BACS, you will be asked for your sort code and 
account number. This will only be required for your 
first payment. 
Bank details will NOT be held by the MWA but may be 
held by HSBC. This is standard operating procedure 
over which we have no control.

2.   RECEIPTS
Membership Subscriptions: Payment via BACS 
is preferred, details will be given when the 
membership subs are due. For those who wish to 
pay by cheque or cash, you can download a paying 
in slip from the members area of the club’s website. 
Please complete all the details and take it with your 
payment to your bank who will arrange the transfer.
 
Monthly meetings including raffle:  Can be in cash 
although the preferred payment method is by Debit 
or Credit card using the SumUp machine. 

Refreshments: For the moment the current system 
of cash will be continued via an honesty box. We 
trust that members will not abuse the system.

Workshop clearance and other sales. Can be in cash 
or Debit or Credit cards .

As with all changes of this nature, it will seem 
strange at first but will soon become familiar.

John Thei
(Treasurer)

MWA
MOVES TO CASHLESS
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CLUB T-SHIRTS
We have contacted the supplier for the club T-Shirts, if you are interested in getting one for yourself or a gift for a 
loved one, please contact Mike - secretary@middxturners.com who will act as the collection point for orders and the 
only condition is that we need an order of a minimum of £50.00.

Prices are: Sweatshirt - £23.88, Polo - £20.34, Hoodie - £39.24 & Smock Badges  Price TBC ( minimum order 10 ) 

All prices include VAT and there is a minor reduction for club logo only and no name.
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WHAT WOULD HELP YOU TO 
ATTEND MORE MEETINGS?
We know that some members have difficulty driving to 
meetings especially at night or because of ULEZ.  So, if 
you would like help, please let me or another committee 
member know and we will see if someone could give you 
a lift. If you  can offer a lift, please let us know.

If you have a BLUE BADGE and your car doesn’t comply 
with the ULEZ regulations getting to the Gateway, there 
are relevant deals at https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/
ultra-low-emission-zone/discounts-and-exemptions#on-
this-page-0. Thanks to John Thei for finding this out.
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Middlesex Woodturners Association

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke 
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach
Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto

Webmaster: Tony Champion
Committee Members:
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
Peter Russell
David Wilks
Josh Pinto

MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2023

January 17th Chris Bentley

February 21st TBA

March 21st Workshop

April 18th Robert Sorby

May 16th  Workshop

June 20th No meeting

June 25th Seminar - Margaret Garrard

July 18th  TBA

August 15th Kevin Hutson

September 19th Workshop

October 17th Ben Dick

November 21st AGM

TBC Christmas Party

I have been to see the equipment for sale and the condition is very 
good, he also has a full extraction system and various woodworking 
tools, planes, chop saw etc also for sale. The workshop is located in 
Bedfont (near Heathrow) Please contact Alan if interested.

Poolewood 1000 lathe 12” throw £300 variable speed (with bench)
Various size interchangeable chucks for lathe, price to be agreed
Delta Scroll Saw £100, Hegner Multicut 2 Scroll Saw £150
Contact - Alan Feltz - 07787561767

FOR SALE 

PROGRAMME 2026

January 20th Jason Breach (IRD)

February 17th Workshop

March 17th James Burton

April 21st Workshop

May 19th Martin Saban-Smith

June 28th (Sunday) Andy James

July 21st Workshop

August 18th Stuart King

September 15th Workshop

October 20th TBC

November 17th AGM & Speaker TBA

December 15th Christmas Party

Middlesex Woodturners Association
President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer: John Thei
Membership Secretary: Mike Bonnici 
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach

Committee Members:
Phil Jones
Callum Heatlie-Ball
Kieron Desmond
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
David Wilks
Josh Pinto

The Middlesex Woodturners Association now has a WhatsApp group! It’s a 
place for members to:

•	 Share your latest woodturning projects
•	 Ask for advice or tips
•	 Exchange ideas and inspiration
•	 Stay informed about upcoming events

Scan the QR code or follow this link and start chatting with your fellow 
woodturners! - https://chat.whatsapp.com/ITrAXquwzLv1bBytAeJV8E


