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TURNING
TALK

FEBRUARY
WORKSHOP

SHARPENING SESSION

Phil Jones was unable to make it to
the meeting so unfortunately there
was no sharpening session, but do
check out his very helpful Workshop
Notes in the last Newsletter. Kieron
Desmond and Ken Horn have
designed a combination storage box
and stand so that the club’s grinder
can be raised to an optimal height.
Ken is very kindly going to build the
stand with some plywood he has

been given.

SHOW & TELL TABLE

Last month’s Show and Tell Table had what looked like a record
number of contributions. Many thanks to all the members who
contributed to the bumper crop of super apples and pears, including
the delightful apple with leaves and maggots in our front page
photo montage. Thanks also to our President, Stuart King, for the
impressive display of his miniature turnings and Weissflog inspired
Saturn ring bowls with a nod to Jason Breach’s off centre bowl, to
Giancarlo for his wood-and resin box and Callum for turned bananas!

SELLING EXHIBITIONS AND DEMONSTRATIONS

Our first exhibition is May 22nd- 28th the Combined Arts Festival,
Great Barn, Ruislip.These Exhibitions with Demonstrations work best
with the involvement of as many people as possible, please join us.
Itis fun, the public are interested and you can make some money to
pay for that new tool or whatever!

We would like to see New members taking take part even if you have
only a few pieces for sale. We all started out once! To encourage
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new participants, there will be group tables for members who are
submitting less than 6 items. Details about Exhibitions are in the
Members Area of the website especially the standard Sales sheets
and Sales tickets, which we all use.This is not only to help John Thei,
ourTreasurer to account for monies collected but to pay you for sales.

When thinking about your sales prices, remember that a commission
of 10% is deducted from sales before you are paid. A quarter of this
10% goes to the Gateway Centre, our charity, and the remainder to
help pay for exhibition expenses. For your 1st submission for this
table the 10% will be waived. If you want advice as to what price to
ask for, speak to any member of the Committee

We also need help with stewarding, demonstrating and transporting
equipment to and from the venues. Please ask for more information
or encouragement to get involved. If you feel like wearing the Club
Shirt, this will add to our overall appearance at shows.

FESTIVAL OF WOODTURNING

This AWGB event is on October 10th-11th in Stratford upon Avon and
the last day for booking the early discount tickets is March 31st. |
always enjoy these weekend events and hope to see some members
there.

SAFETY REMINDER

Aslam lending my grandfather’s drain rods to a friend | must remind
him to only turn the rods clockwise, otherwise the rods will either be
lost for ever or got out of a rather dirty place! This also reminds me
to mention that if your lathe has a reversing function, do remember
to lock the chuck or faceplate to the mandrel, otherwise it is likely to
unwind with either dangerous consequences or spoiling your work
piece.

Gordon Cookson
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FEBRUARY
WORKSHOP

Our recent club workshop saw an excellent
turnout, with members gathering for an engaging
evening of demonstrations, hands-on learning, and
the usual warm social atmosphere.

Stuart gave a fascinating demonstration on turning
a tiny goblet from freshly cut holly. Using green
wood added an extra element of interest, as
members observed the techniques needed to work
such delicate proportions while maintaining clean,
crisp form. The pale colour and fine grain of holly
made for a particularly attractive finished piece.
Peter followed with a demonstration on turning
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a classic egg and egg cup. This provided a great
opportunity to show the importance of precision
and symmetry, as well as effective use of simple
spindle turning techniques. The finished set drew
plenty of admiration and sparked enthusiasm
among members keen to try similar projects.

A highlight of the evening was the opportunity

for members to try the lathes themselves, with
plenty of guidance and encouragement from more
experienced turners. The hands-on element was
thoroughly enjoyed and helped build confidence
among newer members.

®

As always, tea, coffee, and conversation flowed
freely, and the evening wouldn’t have been
complete without our popular raffle.

We look forward to the next workshop in April,
which will feature a pen-making workshop along
with demonstrations on turning a candlestick. This
promises to be another enjoyable and informative
session for members of all experience levels.

www.middxturners.com



WOODWORKS
DAVENTRY

in Daventry, will be the first external event for
Middlesex Woodturners in 2026. It takes place on
Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd May.

We’ve proudly represented the club for several
years — and have taken top honours in the main
competition for the past two! Let’s aim to make it
threein a row.

There are five competitions in total. The
centrepiece is the collaborative “big” competition,
which this year is a bowl of fruit. Members are
invited to turn individual pieces of fruit — the
more variety, the better. As before, Peter Leach is
coordinating and will advise on suitable sizes and
details.
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There are also three live turning challenges:

A goblet with a captive ring
A decorated platter
A three-legged stool

The goblet and platter are timed (around one hour
each, on consecutive days), while the stool can be
completed across both days. In addition, clubs are
judged on the overall quality and impact of their
display.

We need contributions both for the fruit bowl and
for our general display table. All styles and subjects
are welcome, and work from newer turners is
especially encouraged — please don’t hesitate to
take part.

Pieces should be brought along no later than the
April meeting.

Even if you’re not competing, Woodworks is well
worth attending for the demonstrations, the
chance to connect with other clubs, and of course
the excellent range of trade stands.

More details can be found here:
https://tudor-rose-turners.co.uk/woodworks

Looking forward to seeing strong club support
again this year.
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PROGRAMME 2026

January 20th Jason Breach (IRD)
February 17th Workshop
March 17th James Burton
April 21st Workshop
May 19th Martin Saban-Smith
June 28th (Sunday) Andy James
July 21st Workshop
August 18th Stuart King
September 15th Workshop
October 20th TBC
November 17th AGM & Speaker TBA
December 15th Christmas Party
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Woodturning Lathe Terms
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ANNUAL SEMINAR

Sunday 28th June 2026
9.30 - 16.30

Demonstrator: Andy James
International Woodturner &
Demonstrator

Projects: Andy will demonstrate
a selection of his signature
contemporary pieces, showcasing:

Creative bowl forms

Decorative and texturing techniques
Colour application

Design and finishing methods

This promises to be an inspiring and
informative day for all members.

A buffet lunch will be provided together with soft drinks.
There will be a raffle with some excellent prizes.

Tickets cost £25.00

Tickets cost £25.00 and are available online at:
https://middxturners.com/clubevents/annual-seminar/

Any queries please contact treasurer@middxturners.com

Gateway House, North Harrow Car Park, Pinner Road. Harrow HA2 7SY

www.middxturners.com



CLUB COMPETITIONS
SHOW & TELL TABLE

We would love to see more members bringing
along their work each month and to help build
a strong sense of friendship and shared learning
within the club. Remember, every turner started
somewhere, and sharing your work can inspire
others as much as it helps you.

To encourage this, our monthly competition has
now become a Show and Tell Table, with two
sections:

Beginners

More Experienced Turners

This is not just about displaying finished pieces—
it’s an opportunity to share your experiences. You
may wish to discuss challenges you faced, explain
how your piece was made, or ask for advice.
Members often find these conversations some

of the most valuable and enjoyable parts of the
evening.

Turner of the Year Award

The Turner of the Year competition continues as
a year-long award. Any piece you bring during the
year can be included.

Points are awarded across your best ten monthly
entries, and the winner receives the Alan Spargo
Shield, named in honour of one of our club’s
founders. The aim is simple: to encourage
everyone to take part and share their turning
throughout the year.

Other Club Awards and Events
The Graddage Trophy is awarded at the Annual
Seminar Day for a piece made in the previous year.

We will also continue to take partin the Team
Inter-Club Competition at Daventry Woodworks
in May and the SAW Open Day in October. Your
participation and support are always appreciated.

Please Bring Something Along

Whatever your skill level, and whatever you have
made—large or small, simple or complex—please
bring it along to share. Your work helps inspire
others and strengthens the spirit of our club.

-
www.middxturners.com



Some of the items on display this month

SHOW & TELL TABLE 2026

January 20th An Item of food as box
February 17th Apple/pear
March 17th Easter based turning
April 21st Natural edged bowl any size
May 19th Candlestick
June 28th (Sunday) Seminar/ Graddage Competition
July 21st Bird/animal any size
August 18th Pendant/earrings
September 15th Platter any size
October 20th November 5th, related
November 17th Something music related
December 15th Christmas tree ornament

www.middxturners.com




COLLECT 2026
SOMERSET HOUSE Gordon Cookson

This is an Exhibition by Galleries from around SR !
the world. Deep pockets are needed to buy items
but there were some wonderful pieces on show.

| started by going to an interesting Talk about
Contemporary Lacquer: Reinventing an Ancient
Medium. This lacquer is gathered from trees in
Japan but mainly now from China and therefore
differing from Indian lacquer which comes from
insects.

Harvesting the lacquer Lacquer on wood

Examples made of a linen base, thread decoration
and numerous layers of lacquer

www.middxturners.com



Here are some of my favourites, which might Pairs of silver bowls
inspire some of my future efforts. | hope they
might inspire you or at least you will find them
interesting.

Denim layers - | wonder if it might be possible
using wet wood?

| think these are turned with wet wood and part of
the rim folded over by Alan Meredith from Ireland

| yearned after the nearest pair of exquisite bowls!

Lacewood Table for Goldsmith’s Fair Exhibits
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Ceramic inner layers by Matthew Chambers from
UK. Shades of Chinese Balls.

www.middxturners.com



Two silversmiths weren’t too sure whether it was
Elm or London Plane as their ring boxes and the
table are made by the same company. They have
the contract for clearing all London Plane trees
that have to come down in the London area. |
explained how the wood had been quarter sawn to
produce Lacewood!

Carved Cherry bowls by Pontus Takashi from
Sweden

The carving of green Cherry is initialling done by
using specialised axes and finished with rotary
sanders. | thought they had initially been turned
until | spoke to Pontus. He was interested in the
various types of lathes without motors.

Oval Mirrors by Anna Bera from Poland

~——

Made of various woods, with the oval shapes
bought in and then carved. The mirrors are
stainless steel. There is a 3D printed hexagonal
fixing so that the pieces can be wall mounted in
different positions.

Nest of glass bowls - London Glassblowing Studio

Lacquered Disc

Calling it a disc is a great understatement!

www.middxturners.com



Sandblasted Oak by Darrell DesRoches from
Canada

This reminded me that a kind member of

the Herts&Beds Club offered me access to a
sandblaster, but who was it! | hope that Darrell and
| might exchange newsletters in future.

Bowl Turning
James Burton

We are pleased to welcome James Burton to the
club on March 17th for his demonstration focusing
on bowl turning.

James specialises in turning bowls from locally
sourced timber, often selecting wood with an
interesting origin or history - something he finds
customers particularly appreciate. During the
evening he will demonstrate his two-stage method
for turning green wood, showing how a freshly cut
blank can be transformed into a finished bowl.

He will also share practical tips from his workshop,
including a simple but effective LED lighting setup
mounted on the tool rest to improve visibility while
turning.

The demonstration will cover his technique of
cutting “downhill” and maintaining a central
support cone during the initial turning to achieve
an even wall thickness. James will also discuss
handling green wood, drying, and dealing with
cracks if they occur.

In the second part of the evening, James will work
on a previously rough-turned and dried sycamore
bowl, showing how it can be remounted, trued up,
and finished. This will include shaping the base
using Cole jaws and completing the final turning
and sanding of the bowl.

This promises to be an informative and engaging
demonstration, particularly valuable for anyone

interested in bowl turning or working with green
wood.

We look forward to seeing you there!

www.middxturners.com



WOODTURNING WEEKENDER
CREATIVITY IN DONCASTER

A

CHESTNUT

F

LIVE ON STAGE

NATHANAEL GRIFFITHS
MARGARET GARRARD = LES THORNE
MARIO NAGEL

PLUS SUPPORTING ACTS AND SPECIAL GUESTS

29 - 30 AUGUST 2026 * THE DOME EVENT CENTRE * BAWTRY ROAD + DONCASTER « DN4 7PD
SEE WOODTURNINGWEEKENDER.CO.UK FOR DETAILS AND TO BOOK * TICKET HOTLINE: 01473 890118

A CHESTNUT PRODUCTS PRODUCTION

THIS EVENT WILL BE LIVESTREAMED F

The Woodturning Weekender, organised by
Chestnut Products, is back for another inspiring
weekend of woodturning demonstrations, skills
sharing and community fun.

Dates: 29-30 August 2026
Venue: The Dome Event Centre, Bawtry Road,
Doncaster DN4 7PD

This popular event brings together woodturners of
all levels for two days of learning, inspiration and
camaraderie. Whether you’re a seasoned turner or
just enjoy watching the craft, there’s plenty to see
and do.

What to Expect
Live demonstrations from talented turners
throughout the weekend

Practical clinics and advice sessions to help
improve your skills

Trade stands and exhibitors showcasing tools,
timber and finishing products

B e ———
READY TO TAKE YOUR TURNING TO THE NEXT LEVEL?
WANT TO LEARN SOME NEW TECHNIQUES AND BE INSPIRED?
JOIN US AT THE MAGNIFICENT 7™ WOODTURNING WEEKENDER!
FEATURING FOUR FANTASTIC TURNERS LIVE ON STAGE:

NATHANAEL GRIFFITHS
WINNER OF "HANDMADE: BRITAIN'S BEST WOODWORKER SEASON 3"
LES THORNE
INTERNATIONALLY RENOWNED WOODTURNER AND TEACHER
MARGARET GARRARD
AWARD WINNING TURNER AND WOODWORKER
MARIO NAGEL
FROM AUSTRIA, A FIRST-CLASS TURNER YOU WON'T WANT TO MISS

4’ L OUR BIGGEST VENUE YETI

DISCOUNT TICKETS FOR CLUB GROUPS:
Get a group together, get your tickets, and get that coach booked.

FREE ADMISSION FOR ACCOMPANIED UNDER-168
Let's encourage the next generation of tumers.

PARTNER PROGRAMME
Excursion for non-turning partners.

AND, OF COURSE, ALL YOUR OLD FAVOURITES:

See every cut and hear every word with audiovisual by Popcorn Media.
Great support acts during breaks, featuring demos and displays.
Bring your own work to show in the visitor gallery.

Free parking and affordable food and drink during the day.
Get-together at the Loong Weskender before the event kicks off.
Kick back and relax after a fantastic day at the Saturday evening meal.

AND IF YOU REALLY CAN'T GET TO DONCASTER...

WATCH THE LIVESTREAM, INCLUDING EXTRA EXCLUSIVE CONTENT
(AVAILABLE FOR 6 MONTHS AFTER THE EVENT)

FOR TICKETS, UPDATES, T&Cs AND LATEST OFFERS VISIT
WWW.WOODTURNINGWEEKENDER.CO.UK |
WE HOPE WE'LL SEE YOU THERE! i

Tickets & Offers

Arange of ticket options are available, including
single-day and two-day passes, plus a combined
ticket with livestream access so you can enjoy
highlights from home.

New for 2026:

Group discounts for 10+ attendees

Free Under-16 entry with an accompanying adult
Optional livestream upgrade for post-event
viewing

Partner Programme

If your partnerisn’tinto woodturning, there’s an
optional relaxed day trip to York — perfect for
sightseeing, shopping and exploring this historic
city.

Accommodation

A special hotel deal has been arranged at the
Holiday Inn Express Doncaster, with negotiated
room rates and free parking for attendees.

www.middxturners.com



TURN YOUR FIRST PEN
APRIL WORKSHOP INVITATION

Haveyou everwanted to create somethingbeautiful,
useful, and entirely your own on the lathe? Our April
Workshop Meeting is the perfect opportunity for
new and beginner turners to make their very first
pen.

Pen turning is widely regarded as one of the
best starter projects in woodturning. It’s small,
manageable, and teaches many essential turning
techniques that apply to larger projects. With
guidance from the club, and help available
throughout the session, you will have the chance to
take part and leave with a handmade pen.

All equipment, too ls, and pen kits will be provided.

Why Start with Pen Turning?

Pen turning introduces core woodturning skills in a
simple and rewarding project. It builds confidence,
develops tool control, and produces something
practical you can use or proudly give as a gift.
Overview of the Pen Making Process

1. Preparing the Blank

A pen blank is drilled through the centre and fitted
with a brass tube, which strengthens the pen and
allows the hardware to fit securely.

2. Gluing and Trimming
The brass tube is glued into the blank and trimmed
square to ensure accurate assembly.

3. Mounting on the Lathe
The blank is mounted on a pen mandrel using
bushings that guide the final shape and size.

www.middxturners.com



4. Turning and Shaping

Turning tools are used to shape the blank into a
smooth, round form, teaching essential spindle
turning skills.

5. Sanding and Finishing
The pen is sanded smooth and polished, creating a
durable and attractive finish.

6. Assembly

The pen components are pressed together to create
a fully functional writing instrument.

What You’ll Learn

« Safe lathe operation

+ Using spindle turning tools

« Sanding and finishing techniques

« Understanding mandrels and bushings
« Assembly of pen kits

Join Us and Have a Go!

Josh will demonstrate each step and guide
participants through the process, with support
available throughout the session. This friendly and
relaxed workshop is the perfect introduction to
woodturning.

You’ll leave with your own handmade pen, new
skills, and confidence to continue your woodturning
journey.

This workshop is aimed at new and existing members who are new to woodturning. If you would like
to participate please let us know so we can ensure we have enough kits for the evening. contact Josh -

joshpinto67@gmail.com

Big thanks to Record Power for kindly donating their Universal Pen Mandrel for the club to use.

NS e i) o eV v =

Woodworking Machinery & Accessories

www.middxturners.com



MICK HANBURY
EAST HERTS WOODTURNING

ASSOCIATION

The first all day Sunday demo is on Sunday 22
March 2026 with with Mick Hanbury instead of
Simon Hope, who will be in Australia. As always
this is advance ticket only event. Please contact
the club via the contact form on their website -
East Herts Woodturners - for tickets. You won’t
be able to just turn up on the day, as they need
to know about ordering for lunch. Location is
Sawbridgeworth CM21 9EA.

Their other 2 demos are with Gary Rance on 19 July
2026 and Darren Breeze on 25 October 2026. The
details will be the same as for Mick Hanbury/Simon
Hope and again if you want advance tickets contact
the club.

DALMANN LTD OPEN DAY

LES THORNE

: https //www.DalmannUK.com +44(0)1488 73089

=1 "y{éi Join Us For A Free Open Day And Watch

ne, No Turning Back Woodturning LIVE! on Saturday 11*h April 2026

As many will know that when Stiles&Bates closed
for business, Dalmann Ltd took over the timber side
of their business selling timbers from the UK and
Mozambique.

As usual we will be hosting the day in the traditional
Dalmann style. We expect to kick off around 9am
and last until interest fades.

Address and our ‘what three words’ directions are
attached to the website. Please avail yourselves
for another awesome day with us where we

look forward to hosting you. There will be some
refreshments available for lunch as it is fairly
remote.

Rob and Flanagan

DALMANN UK

E-mail: salessb@dalmannuk.com
Website: shop.dalmannuk.com

www.middxturners.com



DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 2026

March 22nd East Herts Woodturning Association,
Sawbridgworth - MickHanbury all day
Sunday demo.
April 11th -12th The Northern Woodturning Event,
Leyland, near Preston
May 1st - 2nd Woodworks Daventry
May 22nd - 28th Combined Arts Festival , Great Barn,
Ruislip
June 6th Eastcote Gardens
July 25th - 26th COAM Heritage Crafts Weekend
August 29th - 30th Chestnut Woodturning Weekender,
Swindon
Sept 26th - 27th COAM Harvest Festival
October 9th - 11th D&M Tools Show, Kempton Park
October 10th - 11th Festival of Woodturning, Stratford upon
Avon
Oct 25th SAW Open Day

Woodturning Lathe Terms

—

Answer Key)

R W I E K S UTHBEDOQQU I L L A N
Y Z PP KAJ BYC HUDVE | U K
D AK Y G Z OA R @@ I TT G E UG L
E ¢ C RWGMAW R Y O U T A DE E
E KO B H OMO G S O O A T V F R w
P g T ¢cE C s NR L G L DR I V E w
$ s vI L s RR S P EDAI1 NBTR
E FL VP RTE XEE QHUPUV VO K
L K!I LA KS TC PUH | P KT 1 B
B UA PR T EA ANE P zZ L O | Y O
AT LT | F @l A XM JM GG s B
Il NC X! X uoDbD vaqP VRYA JP
R T caQqN @N S TR KU P K VP KN
AL FCG RT z FU YL | @ @B MR
V.U DT GO AOUHPGL NQQ@E WU
EQ G zC | YwWPS EE RV KD E T
L UMK R TCMHUZGCIKY X R GEZK T
T AP E R RWMY F ORD E X E S E

www.middxturners.com



WHAT WOULD HELP YOU TO
for London

Ultra low
emission

ATTEND MORE MEETINGS?

We know that some members have difficulty driving to
meetings especially at night or because of ULEZ. So, if
you would like help, please let me or another committee
member know and we will see if someone could give you
a lift. If you can offer a lift, please let us know.

If you have a BLUE BADGE and your car doesn’t comply
with the ULEZ regulations getting to the Gateway, there
are relevant deals at https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/
ultra-low-emission-zone/discounts-and-exemptions#on-
this-page-0. Thanks to John Thei for finding this out.

CLUB T-SHIRTS

We have contacted the supplier for the club T-Shirts, if you are interested in getting one for yourself or a gift for a
loved one, please contact Mike - secretary@middxturners.com who will act as the collection point for orders and the
only condition is that we need an order of a minimum of £50.00.

Prices are: Sweatshirt - £23.88, Polo - £20.34, Hoodie - £39.24 & Smock Badges Price TBC ( minimum order 10 )

All prices include VAT and there is a minor reduction for club logo only and no name.
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Middlesex Middlesex
Woodturners Woodiurners

Middlesex
Woodturners

Mtee Bonanice

Logo Size: Left Chest Logo 86mm wide

www.middxturners.com




place for members to:

The Middlesex Woodturners Association now has a WhatsApp group! It’s a

« Share your latest woodturning projects
« Ask for advice or tips

+ Exchangeideas and inspiration

+ Stay informed about upcoming events

Scan the QR code or follow this link and start chatting with your fellow
woodturners! - https://chat.whatsapp.com/ITrAXquwzLv1bBytAeJV8E

MWA

Now that the internet bank account and Treasurer
are fully operational again, there are some
important updates to how club finances will be
handled.

Payments:

All payments will now be made by BACS; cheques
will no longer be issued. For expense claims and
larger purchases, submit receipts either at the
monthly meeting or via the online expense claim
form in the Members’ Area (email to treasurer@
middxturners.com

). Small expenses, such as raffle prizes, can be

&

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson

Middlesex
Woodturners
Association

Secretary: Mike Bonnici

Treasurer: John Thei

Membership Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach

settled in cash at monthly meetings. Sales from
events (e.g. Great Barn) will be calculated after
the event and paid by BACS, less commission.
Members will only need to provide bank details for
their first BACS payment. The club will not retain
bank details (these may be held securely by HSBC
as standard procedure).

Receipts & Income:

Membership subscriptions should preferably be
paid by BACS (details provided when due). Those
paying by cash or cheque must use a paying-in slip
from the Members’ Area and pay directly at their
bank. Monthly meeting fees and raffle payments
can be made in cash, though card payments via
the SumUp machine are preferred. Refreshments
will remain cash via the honesty box. Workshop
clearance and other sales may be paid by cash or
card.

These changes may feel unfamiliar at first but
should soon become routine.

John Thei
(Treasurer)

Association of
Woodturners
of Great Britain

Committee Members:
Phil Jones

Callum Heatlie-Ball
Kieron Desmond
Peter Leach

Mike Wood

David Wilks

Josh Pinto




