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OUR NEXT MEETING -
CHRISTMAS PARTY TUESDAY 16th DECEMBER 2025
7.30 p.m.

We look forward to seeing you at the Christmas Party on December 16th and hope as
many of you as possible will take part in the turning challenge. The items will be sold
in aid of the Gateway Centre, our charity.

This year we would like you to bring a partner/guest as a mini thank you for allowing
you out on the third Tuesday of the month! Please let Mike Bonnici know if you are
coming and whether with someone by Monday December 8th so we can arrange
catering.

Please bring a piece of your woodturning that you are happy with so the other
partners can see what we get up to in our workshops!

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 2026

It’s that time of year again! Subscriptions are due in by 18th December so that we can
align our records with the AWGB and pay over the AWGB Subscriptions in one
amount very soon afterwards.

The MWA membership and AWGB subscriptions are unchanged from last year!

We are taking the opportunity to completely update our records, hence the blank form
at the end of this Newsletter.

Could you please complete the form even though there are no changes to previous
years, and return the completed form by email to Mike Bonnici -
michael.bonnici@gmail.com and John Thei — treasurer@middxturners.com and tell

them when and how your subscription has been paid. Or hand the form in at the
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Membership subscriptions should preferably be made by bank transfer as per the
forms below. Please ensure that you have given your name as the reference.

MARK SCOTT - OCTOBER 21st 2025

For 20+ years he has been designing and making furniture to commission, mostly one
off projects for private clients and had a lot of fun doing it. He enjoys the buzz from the
initial discussion leading to, materials, finishes, traditional or contemporary style and
of course form versus function. His interests are in the unusual and will design and
make, to commission, primarily residential projects, mainly in wood, and other
materials as the need arises, e.g. Corian.

He presented an illustrated interesting talk about his work as a bespoke furniture
maker and woodturner without actually doing anything that was hands on. His work at
the lathe is to produce parts for other pieces rather than stand-alone turned items. His
mantra being that until you try you don’t know that you can’t make something and his
pricing reflects this.

His talk for us concentrated on the work he did for the restoration specialist making a
set of four new chandeliers for the King’s Drawing Room at Kensington Palace. The
originals have been lost in the mists of time and the only evidence of their style and
size is contained in a painting from 1819. His work was to help in the finalizing of the
design by producing a mock-up of the central body using MDF, before making the
actual parts using a staved construction for the body of the chandelier.

He was also commissioned to produce the ten candle sconces for each of the four
chandeliers. His work was ultimately covered by gesso and carved plaster and
finished with gold leaf.

Attached is a link to an article that appeared in the Standard newspaper at the time of
the reopening of the completed works and is worth reading.

Https://www.standard.co.uk/homesandproperty/interiors/inside-kensington-palace-
chandeliers-restored-kings-drawing-room-palace-reopening-a137096.html

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - NOVEMBER 18th 2025

We are very pleased to welcome Howard Weisbaum as Assistant to John as
Treasurer, and Kieron Desmond and Callum Heatlie-Ball for offering to join the
Committee and in particular help with the set up and put away at the end of
Meetings.We are also very pleased that Phil Jones, one of our professional turners, is
now able to come back on the Committee. His sharpening clinics have been much
missed. We are also delighted that David Wilks will be joining the Committee Meetings
on zoom. Many thanks to you all and we look forward to working together for the
benefit of the Club by spreading the workload around.

ANGELA ARRATOON

Angela was our excellent Speaker after the formal part of the AGM. Almost all of us
use shellac in one form or another as part of our work. Learning about her family


https://www.standard.co.uk/homesandproperty/interiors/inside-kensington-palace-chandeliers-restored-kings-drawing-room-palace-reopening-a137096.html

history and its important part in the story of shellac really helped bring the product and
its process to life. Thank you also for your very kind gift of pieces of “button shellac” to
our members.

The talk was based on the story of her late husband’s grandfather A M Arathoon - a
leading Armenian processor and exporter of shellac from India 1898-1959.

It covered A M Arathoon’s story and the stages of shellac production from the lac
insect living on trees in India to the processed, exportable commodity:

1) How A M Arathoon emigrated to India from Persia and how he learned the shellac
trade from other Armenians

2) How shellac is produced, still today an essentially rural industry, from the
excrescence produced by the lac insect, feeding on various trees in the
subtropical regions of India, Vietnam, Thailand and China.

The stages of lac production from harvesting off the trees to exporting the refined
product ready for many industrial applications including polish.

The importance of the rural tribal peoples of India in growing and harvesting the
trees.

The importance of shellac to them as extra income in addition to their
subsistence farming and craft trades.

Shellac production now threatened by global warming and deforestation -
reduced exports from India.

3) A M Arathoon’s rise to prosperity - his marriage into a leading furniture making firm
- the difficult years of World War 2 and after Indian Independence (1947) and his final
years - philosophical attitude to the onward march of history.

4) Photos of historic French polished family furniture, brought from India to the UK
and in her home today, from teak, padouk and other woods.

All this was drawn from the large body of family papers, photographs and memories
inherited from her husband. She chose some 55 photos to illustrate each stage,
including some historic ones of his lac factories and their workers up-country in India.

As Gordon was still recovering from his partial right hip replacement operation, he is
looking forward to hearing Angela’s talk in Ealing sometime. For those members who
like making spheres, his hip joint had a 52mm ball in it .The operating staff were
surprised when he asked for the size!

WIZARDRY IN WOOD October 28th - 31st 2025

Many thanks to Peter Leach for this personal view with lots of pictures.

PDF
Wizardry in
Wood...on.pdf



2 ways to pay your membership fee: -

The first: Via Bank Transfer, if you wish to pay your membership fee via bank transfer, you
will need the following information regarding our HSBC account:

The second: Via Card payment at the November or December monthly meeting.

If you wish to pay by cheque, please print out the form at the bottom of this page enter your
name as reference and take it to your bank who will arrange the transfer.

1] Account Name: Middlesex Woodturners Association
2] Sort Code: 40-20-07
3] Account Number: 81443054

4] Reference your name [for example]: James Bond
This will be the only way to reconcile your payment against your transaction.

Finally, to enable me to pay the AWGB fees in one transaction and to comply with their
deadline, please pay your membership fee by December 18™ 2025.

Your co-operation in meeting this deadline will be fully appreciated.

John Thei
Treasurer

To pay by cheque, please complete the form below and take it with your remittance to
your bank who will arrange for the payment to be made.

Please make payment via BACS to Middlesex Woodturners Association
Sort Code:- 40-20-07
Account No.:- 81443054

Reference :

Amount:

Miaadtesex
@)’) Woodturners Membership Renewal Year 2026
Association

Please complete and return this form to
Mike Bonnici - michael.bonnici@gmail.com or



John Thei - treasurer @middxturners.com

Name | |
AWGB Membership Number
MWA Membership Number
Telephone Number | I
Mobile Number | |
Lathe(s) | |
Address
Post Code ]
Membership fees includes membership of both the
the AWGB & The Middlesex Wodturners Association
Do Not pay your AWGB Subscription separately
Tick
Rates Adults £34
Joint Membership £56
Life Member £24
Club Member No AWGB fee £10
Junior Membership (under 19) £0

Note: The Data Protection Act. The above information will be held on
Computer File for the use of the committee. It is not shared with 3rd parties.

Please make payment via BACS to Middlesex Woodturners Association

Sort Code:- 40-20-07
Account No.:- 81443054
Reference (your name) | |
Signature: Date:
Middlesex Woodturners Association -
Programme 2026
Monthly Show
Month Demonstrator/Workshop & Tell Table

ltem of food as a



Jan-2uvu Jason preachn 1KD box
Feb-17 workshop Apple/pear
Mar-17 James Burton Easter _based
turning
Apr-21 workshop Natural edge bowl
any size
May-19 Martin Saban-Smith Candle stick
June-28 TBA Seminar/Graddage
[Sunday] Competition
Jul-21 workshop Bird/animal any
size
Aug-18 Stuart King Pendant/earrings
Sep-15 workshop Platter any size
Oct-20 Andy James TBC November 5th
related
Nov-17 AGM & Speaker TBA Something music
related
Dec-15 Christmas Party Christmas Tree
Ornament

EXHIBITION DATES for your DIARY 2026

May 1st - 2nd - Woodworks Daventry

May 22 - 28 Combined Arts Festival , Great Barn, Ruislip
July 25 - 26 COAM Heritage Crafts Weekend

Sept 26- 27 COAM Harvest Festival

Oct 25 SAW Open Day

DATES for your DIARY 2026

March 6th - 7th - Midlands Woodworking Show, Newark

April 11th -12th The Northern Woodturning Event , Leyland
August 29th - 30th - Chestnut Woodturning Weekender, Swindon
October 10th-11th Festival of Woodturning, Stratford upon Avon

November TBA- North of England Woodworking Show, Harrogate





