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Monthly Newsletter 14th October 2025 

OUR NEXT MEETING –  

MARK SCOTT, TUESDAY 21st OCTOBER 2025 7.30 p.m.  

Mark will be presenting an illustrated talk about the various restoration 

projects he has been involved in. to quote: 

For 20+ years I have been designing and 

making furniture to commission, mostly 

one off projects for private clients, 

enabling me to present this portfolio and 

have a lot of fun doing it. 

I enjoy the buzz from the initial 

discussion leading to, materials, 

finishes, traditional or contemporary 

style and of course form  versus 

function. 

My interests are in the unusual and I will design and make, to commission, 

primarily residential projects, mainly in wood, and other materials as the need 

arises, e.g. Corian. 

COAM 28/29th September 2025 

Following our exhibition at the 

Chiltern Open Air Museum’s 

traditional craft weekend in July, 

we were invited back to 

participate in their Harvest 

Festival on 28/29 September. On 

this occasion, we shared the 

Marquee with other crafters 

which, despite the rain, gave it a more homely feel.  
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Once again, we had excellent sales, 

only five exhibitors but still managed 

£1,200 in sales. 

They like us and we like them, so 

there should be more exhibitions and 

selling opportunities here in 2026. We 

would just like to have more 

exhibitors and helpers in future. 

 

ROYAL NATIONAL ORTHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL STANMORE – 

HORATIO’S GARDEN - WOODTURNING PROJECT  

September saw two sessions at Horatio's Garden, and emphasised that we as 

turners have a lot to learn in respect of how to effectively guide the patients we 

are working with. For instance, one of the patients felt significant discomfort in 

his hands caused by vibration of the tool. The answer was for him to wear 

fingerless gloves. 

We have learned to use carbide tools with the patients due to the angle that the 

lathe is set at and the height of the chairs/knees, spindle gouges are too long. 

It's all a learning curve and fun whilst doing so. 

During the session on the 1st September, as well as working with four patients, 

we gave feedback to Horatio's Garden's Patient Engagement Manager from 

Stoke Mandeville on the challenges we encountered setting up the project. 

Much of which related to NHS bureaucracy. 

At the end of September we only had one patient to work with. He and Peter 

produced a nice dibber which he will be able to use on his allotment when he 

goes home. 

We’d be delighted if other club members would join the team at Horatio's 

Garden. Good company and great cake. 
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SOCIAL NEWS 

Having recovered from his bug, our chairman, Gordon, sustained a nasty fall 

resulting in a hip replacement operation. While the surgery was successful, he 

has suffered from complications and is still in Ealing Hospital and is likely to be 

out of action until well into the New Year. 

We all wish him a speedy and full recovery. 

In his absence, Mike Bonnici has taken over as temporary Chairman. 

 

MIDDLESEX WOODTURNERS ASSOCIATION DUE TO CLOSE 

DOWN IN 2026 

At present we have a healthy membership of 50+, money in the bank, but no 

one to run the club. With Gordon out of action and David Wilks off to the 

further reaches of the country, we only have five members of the committee, 

there should be eight. Given that to make decisions requires a quorum of at 

least five committee members this means that all members have to be present 

at all times. Of those five, three are in their mid to late seventies and just to 

complicate matters, the treasurer will be standing down in November 2026. 

The end result is that without a load of new, younger committee members, 

there will be insufficient committee members to form a quorum and, with no 

one to run the affairs of the association, it will wither and die. At the 

forthcoming AGM on November 18th we need a membership secretary, publicity 

officer and a health and safety officer ( a compulsory requirement of the 

AWGB). None of these are particularly onerous, requiring only one or two 

evenings per month, but when combined with an existing portfolio, it can get 

overwhelming.  

We therefore appeal to the members, particularly the younger ones, to take a 

more active interest in running the association and to come on to the 

committee at the forthcoming AGM to enable the current dinosaurs to retire 
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and leave the committee with future leadership. And even if you do not want to 

join the committee, there are many other areas where help is required such as 

setting up the room for our regular meetings, helping with the Horatio’s 

Garden initiative as mentioned above or helping with the external exhibitions. 

These exhibition events are a great way to showcase your talent and earn 

MONEY. Over the last few years it has always been the same people (and 

merchandise). As mentioned above, we sold £1,200 of goods at the recent COAM 

event, 90% of which went to the exhibitors. So don’t be shy, join in. The more 

exhibitors, the better. 

REMEMBER! The club is only as good as its active members, so come and join 

in. 

 

MORE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

D&M October 10-12 D&M Tools Show, Kempton Park. We will be supporting 

the AWGB stand. https://www.thetoolshow.com/ 

October 26 SAW Mytchett  www.sawoodturners.org  

October 28-31 Wizardry in Wood, Plaisterers Hall, One London Wall, London, 

EC2Y 5JU https://turnersco.com/wiw/  

November 14-15 North of England Woodworking Show 

https://www.harrogatewoodworkingshow.co.uk/ Early Bird cheaper tickets 

from https://www.harrogatewoodworkingshow.co.uk/tickets 


