
WORKSHOP MEETING APRIL 21st
Thanks to Josh this will be on 
Pen making and Mike Wood on 
Candlesticks, the May Show and Tell 
topic. There will be opportunities for 
you to have a go. If you have not made 
Candle sticks or Tea light holders 
before, please remember to include 
a non-combustable holder for the 
candles and tea lights as the wood 
could char when candles burn down 
and some tea light holders can get 

very hot. A  few different versions of these  holders will be for sale.

WOODWORKS, DAVENTRY FRIDAY MAY 1st & SATURDAY MAY 2nd
The  COLLECTION date is this APRIL 21ST MEETING for your fruit for 
the joint competition and a turned piece made since May 2025 for the 
Table Display. We look forward to seeing all your efforts, regardless of 
when you started turning. We are going to have a trial run of the Table 
Display so the early morning set up at Daventry will be easier.

COMBINED ARTS FESTIVAL, GREAT BARN, RUISLIP  MAY 22nd-28th  
SELLING EXHIBITION & DEMONSTRATION
We need as many people involved as possible for this WEEK  long 
show. Please tell Mike Bonnici if you can help with:
Exhibiting, especially our newer members, Sales tickets will be 
available at the April and May meetings, Stewarding,  Transporting 
equipment to and from the Barn & Demonstrating. 
As I said last month to encourage new participants, there will be group 
tables for members who are submitting less than 6 items. Details 
about Exhibitions are in the Members Area of the website especially 
the standard Sales sheets and Sales tickets, which we all use.This 
is not only to help John Thei, our Treasurer to account for monies 
collected but to pay you for sales. The Sales sheets should be ready 

for collection when setting up. Remember that a commission of 10% 
is deducted from sales before you are paid. A quarter of this 10% goes 
to the Gateway Centre, our charity, and the remainder to help pay for 
exhibition expenses. For your 1st submission for this table the 10% will 
be waived. If you want advice as to what price to ask for, speak to any 
member of the Committee

Please ask for more information or encouragement to get involved. 
If you feel like wearing the Club Shirt, this will add to our overall 
appearance at shows.

SHARPENING SESSION
We are pleased that  Phil Jones will be able to run his very informative 
sharpening session this month.  He will be able to try out the combined 
storage box and stand kindly made by Ken Horn. Many thanks Ken. 

SHOW & TELL TABLE
Many thanks to all the members who contributed a large number of 
items for the March Annual Competition and the Show and Tell Table 
including fruit displayed on an elegant dish made by Phil Jones. We 
look forward to seeing your Natural Edge Bowls, which are the April 
topic.

SAFETY REMINDER
As I mentioned last month, James Burton reminded us to lock the 
chuck or faceplate to the mandrel if your lathe has a reversing function, 
otherwise it is likely to unwind with either dangerous consequences or 
spoiling your work piece. He also stressed the need for a visor at least 
but preferably a respirator helmet. As Chris Eagles said in our Seminar 
some years ago when asked what is the least damaging wood for the 
dust, “I don’t know of any dust that does you any good”. A great way 
of putting it!

Gordon Cookson

TURNING
TALK

March
Show & Tell
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PROGRAMME 2026

January 20th Jason Breach (IRD)

February 17th Workshop

March 17th James Burton

April 21st Workshop

May 19th Martin Saban-Smith

June 28th (Sunday) Andy James

July 21st Workshop

August 18th Stuart King

September 15th Workshop

October 20th TBC

November 17th AGM & Speaker TBA

December 15th Christmas Party

WORD 
SEARCH
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The March club night was a busy and enjoyable 
evening, featuring an excellent demonstration from 
James Burton on bowl making using green wood. 
There was also a great turnout at the show and tell 
table, with members bringing along a variety of 
Easter-themed woodturning projects. 

We also saw further progress on the competition 
piece for Daventry, with more items being added—
it’s all looking fantastic. 

As always, tea, coffee, and conversation 
were flowing freely, alongside some general 
maintenance on the club equipment. There were 
also various tools and clearance sale items on 
display for members to browse and purchase

Stuart King will be providing a full write-up of 
James’s demonstration in a future edition of the 
newsletter.

We look forward to 
seeing everyone at 
the April meeting, 
where there will 
be demonstrations 
from Mike Wood 
on turning 
candlesticks, and 
Josh Pinto on pen 
making.

MARCH
DEMONSTRATION
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There are various different ways of gripping your 
work piece.

I have used white/cream rubber door stops, 
sometimes two high, and preferably with a slight 
taper to move the wood slightly closer to the plates. 
I use these when the shape of the wood dictates it, 
particularly for off-centre turning. Please be careful 
that the wood is held securely and a slower mandrel 
speed is used with tailstock support if possible.  

You can make your own version of Cole Jaws using 
the Axminster wood jaw plates as a sturdy base. 
Obviously accurate hole drilling for the holding 
rubbers is needed to ensure that the work is held 
centrally.

Many thanks to Colin Spencer and Malcom Thorpe, 
members of the Society of Ornamental Turners ( 
SOT ) for the next two suggestions.

Buttons in three lengths and 15mm in diameter 
are screwed into the Cole Jaws or direct into the 
chuck jaw carriers from Ian Caress in Yorkshire, 

2hoots@2hoots.karoo.co.uk  07787 505 626 . The 
lengths are 15mm £15 , 25mm £15, 50mm £25 or 
all three for £50 plus postage. Please specify the 
make and model of the chuck. Colin uses Axminster 
carriers and mills off the fixing lugs to the jaws so 
the wood isn’t marked. I wonder if a thin disc of 
wood would fill the space between the chuck front 
surface and the button bases without milling off 
the fixing lugs? Some chuck jaw carriers don’t have 
fixing lugs.

Malcolm makes 3D printed jaws with a square recess 
that are screwed to the carriers. These are excellent 
for holding small square items such as boxes. 3D 
printed jaws are ideal for holding polished pieces 
and once the original modelling has been done it is 
easy to adapt to different sizes.

Gordon Cookson

COLE JAWS
VARIATIONS
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woodworks
Daventry

Woodworks Reminder – 1–2 May (Daventry) 
Our first external event of 2026 is fast approaching! 
Let’s aim for a third consecutive win in the main 
competition. 
 
Members are invited to contribute turned fruit for 
the collaborative bowl, as well as pieces for the 
display table. All skill levels welcome. 
 
Deadline: Please bring items to the April meeting. 
 
Even if you’re not entering, it’s a great event to visit 
for demos, trade stands, and meeting other clubs. 
 
More info: https://tudor-rose-turners.co.uk/
woodworks

LIBRARY ADDITIONS
Our club continues to benefit from an outstanding library of books and DVDs on wood turning and 
related subjects. They are listed in the Members area of the website. We encourage members to make 
use of this valuable resource.The books are free to borrow and the DVDs are £1 for the month. If you need 
help, do ask Gordon Cookson. 

The recent additions are: 

B376  Woodworking Projects                                          		  Hands On Magazine
B377  Designing and Making Wooden Toys                    	 Terry Kelly
B378  Woodturners Project Book                                    		  Phil Jones & Charles Mercer
B379  Turning Boxes with Friction-Fitted Lids                 	 Bill Bowers
B380  Turning Wood into Art                                            		  Sarah Myerscough Fine Art
B383  International Lathe-Turned Objects Challenge IV
B384  Woodturning Tips & Techniques                            	 Carol Rix
B385  Woodworking with Resin                                       		  Clayton Meyers
B386  Art of Making Fine Wood Jewelry                          	 Tony Lydgate
B387  Woodturning in Miniature                                       		 Ian & Nina Wilkie
B388  Woods We Live With                                             		  Nancy & Herbert Schiffer
B389   Furniture Restoration                                           		  John Lloyd 
B390  Sculpting Wood                                                    		  Mark Linquist
B391  Wood Materials for Inspirational Design              	 Chris Lefteri
B392  Fixing & Avoiding Woodworking Mistakes            	 Sandor Nagyszalanczy
B393  How to Sharpen Every Blade                               		  Don Geary
B394  Country Woodworking                                          		  Mary Jane Favorite & Nick Engler
B395  Woodturning (2025)                                              		  Keith Rowley & Andy Coates                                              
B396 Treen and other Wooden Bygones                       		 Edward Pinto
B397  Treen for the Table                                                		  Jonathan Levi
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From Metal to Wood
I have spent most of my working 
life overseeing engineering 
machine shops, the production 
of steel fabrications and 
production lines. From the 
manufacture of desalination 

units for submarines and ships and the broaching 
machines for jet engines. Also, sonar equipment 
and the manufacture of chemical detection units 
for our Armed Forces and airport security screening.   

I have always enjoyed carpentry so when I took 
early retirement in 2003 I purchased an Apollo 
Professional lathe with a 4 foot bed from a company 
in Norfolk. 

A friend introduced me to Middlesex Wood Turners 
and soon afterwards I signed up for a course and 
produced a small pot. I have been hooked ever 
since, been on the committee and ran the Club shop 
for 8 years.

I am not a prolific turner and don’t produce items 
for craft fairs. I just turn for my own pleasure and 
give most of it away to family and friends.

I love turning spalted wood because you never 
know how it is going to turn out or, on occasions 
it sometimes falls apart! I have also made several 
items from laminated plywood and oak worktops. 
Favourite tool is the spindle gouge which I find you 
can do most things with.

To all new turners my advice would be get yourself 
on a course and learn from an expert. It would 
be money well spent, and not wasted buying 
equipment you don’t need and getting into bad 
habits.

My latest project is a winged bowl with a natural 
edge but oh dear it’s full of woodworm - where is 
the super glue when I need it?

Ken   

TURNER
CORNER 

TURNER’S PROFILE This month’s Turner profile is Ken Horn.



www.middxturners.comwww.middxturners.com

Demonstrator: Andy James 
International Woodturner & 
Demonstrator
 
Projects: Andy will demonstrate 
a selection of his signature 
contemporary pieces, showcasing: 
 
Creative bowl forms 
Decorative and texturing techniques 
Colour application 
Design and finishing methods 
 
This promises to be an inspiring and 
informative day for all members & 
visitors.

ANNUAL SEMINAR
Sunday 28th June 2026

9.30 – 16.30

Gateway House, North Harrow Car Park, Pinner Road. Harrow HA2 7SY

A buffet lunch will be provided together with soft drinks.
There will be a raffle with some excellent prizes.

Tickets cost £25.00

Tickets cost £25.00 and are available online at: 
https://middxturners.com/clubevents/annual-seminar/ 

 
Any queries please contact treasurer@middxturners.com 
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CLUB COMPETITIONS
SHOW & TELL TABLE
We would love to see more members bringing 
along their work each month and to help build 
a strong sense of friendship and shared learning 
within the club. Remember, every turner started 
somewhere, and sharing your work can inspire 
others as much as it helps you. 
 
To encourage this, our monthly competition has 
now become a Show and Tell Table, with two 
sections: 
 
Beginners 
More Experienced Turners 
This is not just about displaying finished pieces—
it’s an opportunity to share your experiences. You 
may wish to discuss challenges you faced, explain 
how your piece was made, or ask for advice. 
Members often find these conversations some 
of the most valuable and enjoyable parts of the 
evening. 
 
Turner of the Year Award 
The Turner of the Year competition continues as 
a year-long award. Any piece you bring during the 
year can be included. 
 
Points are awarded across your best ten monthly 
entries, and the winner receives the Alan Spargo 
Shield, named in honour of one of our club’s 
founders. The aim is simple: to encourage 
everyone to take part and share their turning 
throughout the year.

Other Club Awards and Events 
The Graddage Trophy is awarded at the Annual 
Seminar Day for a piece made in the previous year. 
 
We will also continue to take part in the Team 
Inter-Club Competition at Daventry Woodworks 
in May and the SAW Open Day in October. Your 
participation and support are always appreciated. 
 
Please Bring Something Along 
 
Whatever your skill level, and whatever you have 
made—large or small, simple or complex—please 
bring it along to share. Your work helps inspire 
others and strengthens the spirit of our club.
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SHOW & TELL TABLE 2026

January 20th An Item of food as box

February 17th Apple/pear

March 17th Easter based turning

April 21st Natural edged bowl any size

May 19th Candlestick

June 28th (Sunday) Seminar/ Graddage Competition

July 21st Bird/animal any size

August 18th Pendant/earrings

September 15th Platter any size

October 20th November 5th, related

November 17th Something music related

December 15th Christmas tree ornament

Some of the items on display this month
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HORATIO’S
GARDEN David Wilks

An update from the Garden or Anyone for cake 

This month Horatio’s Garden looked glorious in its 
spring colours.

The joy the woodturning sessions give to spinal 
injuries patients at the Royal National Orthopaedic 
Hospital is palpable each time we run a session at 
Horatio’s Garden. The delight they show and the 
thanks of, not only the patients, but also the staff 

at RNOH is a tremendous motivator for Peter Leach, 
Gordon Cookson and I, and the turners from Herts 
and Beds.
We had the pleasure of working with 3 recovering 
patients and one of the patient’s support workers. 
Three chose to turn pens and one created an 
elegant bud vase in cherrywood. Whilst the sessions 
are intended for the patients it is important to get 
their support workers up to speed on the benefits 
of woodturning so that they can encourage their 
charges, to have a go in order to help rebuild their 
self confidence.

Unfortunately I can’t be there as often as I would 
like since moving to Gloucestershire so we are 
looking to bolster the team of turners who can 
spare  a maximum of one day each month to help 
recovering spinal injuries patients.

So what are the benefits for you in volunteering? 
Above and beyond the satisfaction of helping the 
parents to rebuild their confidence and learning 
how to turn from a seated position, volunteers 
qualify for a blue cross discount card which can save 
you money at a lot of places. Then there is the cake. 
Several of the other volunteers use their baking 
skills to make cakes for the patients and volunteers. 
This month as there was a lovely lemon drizzle cake 
and and a sumptuous chocolate cake.

So if you feel you would like to join the team please 
let Gordon, Peter or I know and we will give you 
more information on how to started.

www.horatiosgarden.org.uk
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The Woodturning Weekender, organised by 
Chestnut Products, is back for another inspiring 
weekend of woodturning demonstrations, skills 
sharing and community fun. 
 
Dates: 29–30 August 2026 
Venue: The Dome Event Centre, Bawtry Road, 
Doncaster DN4 7PD 
 
This popular event brings together woodturners of 
all levels for two days of learning, inspiration and 
camaraderie. Whether you’re a seasoned turner or 
just enjoy watching the craft, there’s plenty to see 
and do. 
 
What to Expect 
Live demonstrations from talented turners 
throughout the weekend 
 
Practical clinics and advice sessions to help 
improve your skills 
 
Trade stands and exhibitors showcasing tools, 
timber and finishing products 

Tickets & Offers 
A range of ticket options are available, including 
single-day and two-day passes, plus a combined 
ticket with livestream access so you can enjoy 
highlights from home. 
 
New for 2026: 
Group discounts for 10+ attendees 
Free Under-16 entry with an accompanying adult 
Optional livestream upgrade for post-event 
viewing 
 
Partner Programme 
If your partner isn’t into woodturning, there’s an 
optional relaxed day trip to York — perfect for 
sightseeing, shopping and exploring this historic 
city. 
 
Accommodation 
A special hotel deal has been arranged at the 
Holiday Inn Express Doncaster, with negotiated 
room rates and free parking for attendees.

Woodturning Weekender 
Creativity in Doncaster 
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Have you ever wanted to create something beautiful, 
useful, and entirely your own on the lathe? Our April 
Workshop Meeting is the perfect opportunity for 
new and beginner turners to make their very first 
pen.

Pen turning is widely regarded as one of the 
best starter projects in woodturning. It’s small, 
manageable, and teaches many essential turning 
techniques that apply to larger projects. With 
guidance from the club, and help available 
throughout the session, you will have the chance to 
take part and leave with a handmade pen.
All equipment, too ls, and pen kits will be provided.

Why Start with Pen Turning?
Pen turning introduces core woodturning skills in a 
simple and rewarding project. It builds confidence, 
develops tool control, and produces something 
practical you can use or proudly give as a gift.
Overview of the Pen Making Process 

1. Preparing the Blank
A pen blank is drilled through the centre and fitted 
with a brass tube, which strengthens the pen and 
allows the hardware to fit securely.

2. Gluing and Trimming
The brass tube is glued into the blank and trimmed 
square to ensure accurate assembly.

3. Mounting on the Lathe
The blank is mounted on a pen mandrel using 
bushings that guide the final shape and size.

Turn Your First Pen
April Workshop Invitation



www.middxturners.comwww.middxturners.com

4. Turning and Shaping
Turning tools are used to shape the blank into a 
smooth, round form, teaching essential spindle 
turning skills.

5. Sanding and Finishing
The pen is sanded smooth and polished, creating a 
durable and attractive finish.

6. Assembly
The pen components are pressed together to create 
a fully functional writing instrument.
What You’ll Learn

• Safe lathe operation
• Using spindle turning tools
• Sanding and finishing techniques
• Understanding mandrels and bushings
• Assembly of pen kits

Join Us and Have a Go!
Josh will demonstrate each step and guide 
participants through the process, with support 
available throughout the session. This friendly and 
relaxed workshop is the perfect introduction to 
woodturning.

You’ll leave with your own handmade pen, new 
skills, and confidence to continue your woodturning 
journey.

This workshop is aimed at new and existing members who are new to woodturning. If you would like 
to participate please let us know so we can ensure we have enough kits for the evening. contact Josh - 
joshpinto67@gmail.com

Big thanks to Record Power for kindly donating their Universal Pen Mandrel for the club to use.
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CLUB T-SHIRTS
We have contacted the supplier for the club T-Shirts, if you are interested in getting one for yourself or a gift for a 
loved one, please contact Mike - secretary@middxturners.com who will act as the collection point for orders and the 
only condition is that we need an order of a minimum of £50.00.

Prices are: Sweatshirt - £23.88, Polo - £20.34, Hoodie - £39.24 & Smock Badges  Price TBC ( minimum order 10 ) 

All prices include VAT and there is a minor reduction for club logo only and no name.
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WHAT WOULD HELP YOU TO 
ATTEND MORE MEETINGS?
We know that some members have difficulty driving to 
meetings especially at night or because of ULEZ.  So, if 
you would like help, please let me or another committee 
member know and we will see if someone could give you 
a lift. If you  can offer a lift, please let us know.

If you have a BLUE BADGE and your car doesn’t comply 
with the ULEZ regulations getting to the Gateway, there 
are relevant deals at https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/
ultra-low-emission-zone/discounts-and-exemptions#on-
this-page-0. Thanks to John Thei for finding this out.
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Dates for your diaries 2026
May 1st - 2nd Woodworks Daventry

May 22nd - 28th Combined Arts Festival , Great Barn, 
Ruislip

June 6th Eastcote Gardens

July 25th - 26th COAM Heritage Crafts Weekend

August 29th - 30th Chestnut Woodturning Weekender, 
Swindon

Sept 26th - 27th COAM Harvest Festival

October 9th - 11th D&M Tools Show, Kempton Park

October 10th - 11th Festival of Woodturning, Stratford upon 
Avon

Oct 25th SAW Open Day

November 13-15 North of England Woodworking Show, 
Harrogate

WORD 
SEARCH (ANSWERS)

www.middxturners.com
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Middlesex Woodturners Association

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke 
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach
Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto

Webmaster: Tony Champion
Committee Members:
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
Peter Russell
David Wilks
Josh Pinto

MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2023

January 17th Chris Bentley

February 21st TBA

March 21st Workshop

April 18th Robert Sorby

May 16th  Workshop

June 20th No meeting

June 25th Seminar - Margaret Garrard

July 18th  TBA

August 15th Kevin Hutson

September 19th Workshop

October 17th Ben Dick

November 21st AGM

TBC Christmas Party

I have been to see the equipment for sale and the condition is very 
good, he also has a full extraction system and various woodworking 
tools, planes, chop saw etc also for sale. The workshop is located in 
Bedfont (near Heathrow) Please contact Alan if interested.

Poolewood 1000 lathe 12” throw £300 variable speed (with bench)
Various size interchangeable chucks for lathe, price to be agreed
Delta Scroll Saw £100, Hegner Multicut 2 Scroll Saw £150
Contact - Alan Feltz - 07787561767

FOR SALE 

Middlesex Woodturners Association
President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer: John Thei
Membership Secretary: Mike Bonnici 
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach

Committee Members:
Phil Jones
Callum Heatlie-Ball
Kieron Desmond
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
David Wilks
Josh Pinto

The Middlesex Woodturners Association now has a WhatsApp group! It’s a 
place for members to:

•	 Share your latest woodturning projects
•	 Ask for advice or tips
•	 Exchange ideas and inspiration
•	 Stay informed about upcoming events

Scan the QR code or follow this link and start chatting with your fellow 
woodturners! - https://chat.whatsapp.com/ITrAXquwzLv1bBytAeJV8E

Now that the club’s bank account and Treasurer are 
fully operational, several updates have been made 
to how finances are handled. 
 
Payments: 
 
All payments will be made by BACS; cheques will 
no longer be used. 
Expense claims and larger purchases should be 
submitted with receipts at monthly meetings or via 
the online expense claim form. 
Small expenses (e.g. raffle prizes) can be 
reimbursed in cash at meetings. 

Event sales will be calculated afterward and paid 
by BACS, minus commission. 
Members only need to provide bank details once 
for BACS payments (details are not retained by the 
club). 
 
Receipts & Income: 
 
Membership subscriptions should preferably be 
paid by BACS. 
Cash or cheque payments require a paying-in slip 
and must be paid directly at the bank. 
Monthly meeting fees and raffle payments can be 
made in cash, though card payments via SumUp 
are preferred. 
Workshop clearance and other sales can be paid by 
cash or card. 
 
These changes may take a little getting used to but 
should soon become routine. 
 
John Thei 
(Treasurer)

MWA
MOVES TO CASHLESS


