
DAVENTRY 
WOODWORKS
Hearty congratulations 
to the team achieving 
probably our best 
overall position of 
second with Stuart 
King, David Wilks and 

Mike W making competition pieces over the 
two days, Peter Leach encouraging lots of 
members to make a wide variety of fruit and 
Mike B choosing the display table items and 
the logistics for the event.

SEMINAR TICKET REMINDER
I hope you will book your ticket for Sunday 
June 28th, details are in the Publicity Leaflet 
in this Newsletter.

GREAT BARN, RUISLIP MAY 22-28
I am looking forward to newer members 
exhibiting and if you want help, please ask 
Mike B, Peter, John or myself.  

SAFETY REMINDER
While helping a friend to get used to turning 
wood a lot less dense than his usual African 
Blackwood and Mopane, I was glad I had 
taken my steel toe cap shoes as his big 
Axminster chuck with O’Donnell jaws was 
quite a weight. Back ache is a recurring 
problem when spending hours bent over 
the lathe and it is important to set your 
equipment up to suit your physique. As he 
was working with an ex school graduate 
lathe I advised him to raise the lathe height 
to a level suitable for an adult turner with 
the spindle at elbow height

Gordon Cookson

TURNING
TALK

James Burton
DEMONSTRATION
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The next Society of Ornamental Turners Meeting 
will be on Saturday, May 16th at their usual venue 
near Uxbridge. There is a competition planned for 
this Meeting with the theme of ‘A Lidded Container’ 
- it doesn’t have to be a box but the guess is most 
entries will be. Any first-time visitors will find details 
of the schedule and location at the bottom of the 
Meetings page on the website
www.the-sot.org/meetings.php 
 
The presentation will be by Jean Claude Charpignon 
with the title of Chinese Balls made in France. Jean 
Claude is well known for his skill in making such 

objects, which are done using tools that he has 
made himself. The making of the objects and the 
tools will be described in detail. The presentation 
will not be live streamed but will be recorded and 
published on the SOT website.

Lunch will be £8, which is exceptional value and 
also which includes afternoon refreshments. If 
you bring your own food for dietary reasons, then 
please do not consume it on the premises. Please 
let Gordon know if you are coming as his guest  
 
gordon.cookson1@btinternet.com

CHINESE BALLS 
DEMONSTRATION

Dates for your diaries 2026
May 22nd - 28th Combined Arts Festival , Great Barn, 

Ruislip

June 6th Eastcote Gardens

July 25th - 26th COAM Heritage Crafts Weekend

August 29th - 30th Chestnut Woodturning Weekender, 
Swindon

Sept 26th - 27th COAM Harvest Festival

October 9th - 11th D&M Tools Show, Kempton Park

October 10th - 11th Festival of Woodturning, Stratford upon 
Avon

Oct 25th SAW Open Day

November 13th - 15th North of England Woodworking Show, 
Harrogate
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The March meeting 
was a woodturning 
demonstration and 
workshop led by 
James Burton. Our 
Demonstrator began 
by explaining that, like 
many folks, he had 
explored a number 
of craft activity’s 
until he discovered 
Woodturning. He 
said that he was not 
a professional turner 

but more a hobby turner, the evening proved that 
James was more than a ‘hobby turner’. Turning 
bowls is Jame’s thing, starting with collecting his 
blanks from recently felled trees, he loves turning 
green wood, “I know where each bowl I turn comes 
from” he said, “I have a liking for the weird and 
wonderful”.

Explaining his approach to Starting with green wood 
and the importance of proper tool control and safety. 
He discussed his preference for using Axminster 
tools and shared tips on managing cracks and 
defects in the wood, emphasizing the importance 
of working within one’s abilities and prioritizing 
safety over speed. Guidance on finishing techniques 
and sanding methods were also covered as were 
insights about working with different wood species 
and managing common woodturning challenges.  
 

One technique that surprised some in the audience 
was the ‘two-way’ hollowing approach where 
James turned from the outer edge towards the 
centre to approximately halfway, and out then from 
the centre to consolidate the cut where they met. 
James favoured the ‘Cole jaws’ when completing 
the outside of the bowl. One feature that many 
turners may find useful, and one that the club had 
not encountered before was the use of an LED light 
strip attached to the inside of the tool rest. This is 
certainly one way to eliminate shadows over the 
workpiece.

James emphasised the unique characteristics of 
each piece of wood and his preference for creating 
one-of-a-kind bowls rather than matching sets. 
He explained his method of rough turning bowls 
using minimal tools and faceplate, he shared tips 
on handling cracks and damaged areas using 
techniques like Japanese Kintsugi. James also 
highlighted safety practices, such as securing 
workpieces properly and using appropriate speed 
settings. 

James Burton
DEMONSTRATION Stuart King
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James demonstrated his woodturning process with 
a previously rough turned and dried beech blank, 
focusing on further roughing out the blank with a 
large gouge and a carbide tool. He explained that 
while carbide tools are popular online, the more 

expensive ones aren’t significantly better than 
cheaper alternatives, suggesting savings can be 
made by using less expensive carbide inserts. James 
also discussed the importance of maintaining sharp 
tools and adjusting the grind based on different 
wood types and cutting conditions, noting that 
high-speed steel tools can be overheated without 
losing temper.

The importance of practice was emphasized, careful 
control of the gouge, and removing sufficient 
material to prevent cracking when turning green 
wood. He also shared his approach to selling 
unique, handcrafted items at craft fairs, encouraging 
engagement with potential buyers to foster an 
emotional connection to the product.

James stated that he sells his work at a couple craft 
events each year. He explained his pricing structure 

of five price points (25, 35, 45, 55, 65 pounds) based 
on bowl size and time investment and then wound 
up the evening describing his beeswax and mineral 
oil finish treatment. 

This was a great introduction to bowl turning for 
those new to the process, but they would have had 
to make plenty of notes to obtain the most benefit 
from it.
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Our annual invitation to take part in the Hillingdon 
Combined Arts exhibition at the Great Barn in 
Ruislip has arrived, and we are once again looking 
forward to showcasing the excellent work of our 
club members to the public. This popular event 
provides a wonderful opportunity not only to display 
the wide range of skills within our club, but also 
to demonstrate the creativity and craftsmanship 
involved in woodturning. As in previous years, 
members will have the chance to exhibit and 
sell their work, helping to promote both the club 
and the art of woodturning to a wider audience. 
 
The exhibition runs from Friday 22 May through to 
the following Thursday, and organisers have advised 
that this year’s event will benefit from significantly 
increased publicity. In addition, several workshop 
activities are planned throughout the week to 
attract even more visitors to the Great Barn. With an 
anticipated increase in footfall, this promises to be 
an excellent opportunity to engage with members 
of the public, answer questions about woodturning, 
and perhaps even inspire some future turners. 
 
To make the event a success, we are asking 
members to get involved wherever possible. 
Whether you would like to display and sell your 
work, help steward the exhibition, or simply 
spend some time chatting to visitors and sharing 
enthusiasm for the craft, your support would be 

greatly appreciated. Stewarding is an important 
part of the exhibition, helping visitors feel welcome 
while giving us the chance to explain the processes, 
tools and techniques behind our work. Members 
with items for sale are especially encouraged to 
take an active role in helping throughout the event. 
 
If you would like to participate, either by entering 
items for sale or volunteering to steward, please 
contact Mike Bonnici as soon as possible to register 
your interest. Setup will take place on Friday 22 May 
from 10:00am to 12:00 noon, with dismantling 
and clearing the display to be completed by 4pm. 
Members entering work for sale are expected to 
assist with both setup and takedown, as well as 
contribute time to stewarding during the exhibition. 
We hope as many members as possible will get 
involved and help make this another successful and 
enjoyable event for the club.

Mike Bonnici
secretary@middxturners.com

GREAT BARN 
Combined Arts Exhibition
May 22nd - 28th
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TUESDAY 19th May
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woodworks
Daventry
Once again, the Tudor Rose Woodturning Club 
hosted the annual Woodworks event at the 
Daventry Leisure Centre. 
 
Middlesex Woodturners, alongside twelve 
other clubs, were invited to compete across six 
categories in what proved to be another enjoyable 
and inspiring event.

The first challenge was a collaborative effort to 
produce a bowl of fruit. Once again, Peter Leach 
took the lead in coordinating the club’s entry. With 
contributions from at least twelve club members, 
the result was a spectacular display, beautifully 
presented in a magnificent bowl turned by Phil 
Jones.

Day One also saw the second challenge: producing 
a goblet with a captive ring within 75 minutes. 
Stuart King took on the task and, just moments 
before completion, disaster struck when the 
delicate stem snapped. However, as the saying 
goes, “a true craftsman can recover from 
adversity.” With some careful turning, a touch of 
thin superglue, and admirable composure, Stuart 
successfully rescued the piece — with enough time 
remaining to create one of his trademark miniature 
goblets, complete with a captive ring. 

The third challenge was to create a three-legged 
stool, completed over the remainder of Day One 
and part of Day Two. Mike Wood took on this 
project, crafting a striking piece featuring a spalted 
beech seat with purpleheart legs. Mike attracted 
plenty of attention from interested visitors, and we 
had to keep a close eye on him to ensure too many 
conversations didn’t distract him from the task at 
hand! 
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The fourth challenge required competitors to turn 
a decorated platter within 90 minutes. David Wilks 
stepped up to represent the club, producing an 
attractive platter from a lacewood (London plane) 
blank and completing it within the allotted time. 

The fifth category judged was the club table 
display. Several members contributed pieces, 
creating an impressive exhibit that was warmly 
received by the many visitors attending the event. 
 

For the final category, each club was asked 
to select three items from their display for 
consideration in the Best in Show competition. As 
always, Middlesex faced the enviable challenge of 
choosing just three pieces from such a high-quality 
display.
 
The Results 
Table Display – 3rd place out of 13 clubs 
Goblet with Captive Ring – Joint 3rd place 
Three-Legged Stool – 1st place 
 

Although the bowl of fruit, decorated platter, and 
Best in Show entries did not place in the top three, 
there was still more good news to come. 
 
When the overall points were totalled, Middlesex 
Woodturners achieved an impressive second place 
overall. While not every category resulted in a 
podium finish, the consistency and quality of our 
entries secured an excellent result for the club. 
 
A sincere thank you goes to all the contributors, 
demonstrators, stewards, and club members who 
visited and supported the event. Your efforts and 
enthusiasm helped make it another memorable 
Woodworks weekend.
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Demonstrator: Andy James 
International Woodturner & 
Demonstrator
 
Projects: Andy will demonstrate 
a selection of his signature 
contemporary pieces, showcasing: 
 
Creative bowl forms 
Decorative and texturing techniques 
Colour application 
Design and finishing methods 
 
This promises to be an inspiring and 
informative day for all members & 
visitors.

ANNUAL SEMINAR
Sunday 28th June 2026

9.30 – 16.30

Gateway House, North Harrow Car Park, Pinner Road. Harrow HA2 7SY

A buffet lunch will be provided together with soft drinks.
There will be a raffle with some excellent prizes.

Tickets cost £25.00

Tickets cost £25.00 and are available online at: 
https://middxturners.com/clubevents/annual-seminar/ 

 
Any queries please contact treasurer@middxturners.com 
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CLUB COMPETITIONS
SHOW & TELL TABLE
We would love to see more members bringing 
along their work each month and to help build 
a strong sense of friendship and shared learning 
within the club. Remember, every turner started 
somewhere, and sharing your work can inspire 
others as much as it helps you. 
 
To encourage this, our monthly competition has 
now become a Show and Tell Table, with two 
sections: 
 
Beginners 
More Experienced Turners 
This is not just about displaying finished pieces—
it’s an opportunity to share your experiences. You 
may wish to discuss challenges you faced, explain 
how your piece was made, or ask for advice. 
Members often find these conversations some 
of the most valuable and enjoyable parts of the 
evening. 
 
Turner of the Year Award 
The Turner of the Year competition continues as 
a year-long award. Any piece you bring during the 
year can be included. 
 
Points are awarded across your best ten monthly 
entries, and the winner receives the Alan Spargo 
Shield, named in honour of one of our club’s 
founders. The aim is simple: to encourage 
everyone to take part and share their turning 
throughout the year.

Other Club Awards and Events 
The Graddage Trophy is awarded at the Annual 
Seminar Day for a piece made in the previous year. 
 
We will also continue to take part in the Team 
Inter-Club Competition at Daventry Woodworks 
in May and the SAW Open Day in October. Your 
participation and support are always appreciated. 
 
Please Bring Something Along 
 
Whatever your skill level, and whatever you have 
made—large or small, simple or complex—please 
bring it along to share. Your work helps inspire 
others and strengthens the spirit of our club.
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SHOW & TELL TABLE 2026

January 20th An Item of food as box

February 17th Apple/pear

March 17th Easter based turning

April 21st Natural edged bowl any size

May 19th Candlestick

June 28th (Sunday) Seminar/ Graddage Competition

July 21st Bird/animal any size

August 18th Pendant/earrings

September 15th Platter any size

October 20th November 5th, related

November 17th Something music related

December 15th Christmas tree ornament
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The Woodturning Weekender, organised by 
Chestnut Products, is back for another inspiring 
weekend of woodturning demonstrations, skills 
sharing and community fun. 
 
Dates: 29–30 August 2026 
Venue: The Dome Event Centre, Bawtry Road, 
Doncaster DN4 7PD 
 
This popular event brings together woodturners of 
all levels for two days of learning, inspiration and 
camaraderie. Whether you’re a seasoned turner or 
just enjoy watching the craft, there’s plenty to see 
and do. 
 
What to Expect 
Live demonstrations from talented turners 
throughout the weekend 
 
Practical clinics and advice sessions to help 
improve your skills 
 
Trade stands and exhibitors showcasing tools, 
timber and finishing products 

Tickets & Offers 
A range of ticket options are available, including 
single-day and two-day passes, plus a combined 
ticket with livestream access so you can enjoy 
highlights from home. 
 
New for 2026: 
Group discounts for 10+ attendees 
Free Under-16 entry with an accompanying adult 
Optional livestream upgrade for post-event 
viewing 
 
Partner Programme 
If your partner isn’t into woodturning, there’s an 
optional relaxed day trip to York — perfect for 
sightseeing, shopping and exploring this historic 
city. 
 
Accommodation 
A special hotel deal has been arranged at the 
Holiday Inn Express Doncaster, with negotiated 
room rates and free parking for attendees.

Woodturning Weekender 
Creativity in Doncaster 
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Pen Workshop 
a Great Success!
Our recent pen-making workshop proved to be a 
fantastic success, with more than nine pens and 
keyrings completed by beginner members — some 
of whom had never even used a lathe before! It was 
wonderful to see members stepping out of their 
comfort  zones and producing such impressive 
results. 
 
The evening began with a demonstration by Josh, 
who guided everyone through the pen-making 
process using pre-prepared blanks. While a 
finished pen may look simple, there is quite a bit of 
preparation involved behind the scenes. The pen 
blanks had been carefully prepared in advance, 
including drilling a precise 7mm hole to accept the 
brass tube insert from the pen kit. These inserts 
were then glued into place, ready for turning. 
 
With the blanks, pen fittings, and lathes all set up 
and ready to go, members got stuck into the real 
challenge — shaping their pens. For many, this 
was their first experience turning such a detailed 
project, but enthusiasm quickly replaced any 
nerves. Under guidance, members carefully turned 
their blanks to shape, transforming simple pieces 
of wood into elegant pen barrels. 
 
Who knew a small block of timber could become 

something so practical — and personal? 
Once the shaping was complete, the pens were 
sanded smooth, polished, and finished to a 
beautiful glossy shine. The final stage was perhaps 
the most satisfying of all: using the pen press 
to carefully assemble the fittings and watch the 
finished pen come together. 
 
There was a real sense of achievement in the room 
as members admired not only their own work 
but also the variety of designs created during 
the evening. From complete beginners to those 
looking to improve their skills, everyone seemed to 
take something away from the experience. 
 
And perhaps the biggest question of the evening 
was: what will everyone make next? 
 
Overall, the workshop was a huge success, and 
judging by the smiles (and the number of finished 
pens heading home!), we are already looking 
forward to organising another hands-on workshop 
in the coming months.

The kits used were from CS Crafts - https://cscrafts.
co.uk/ and some higher end pen kits are available 
from www.beaufortink.co.uk

Josh Pinto
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WHAT WOULD HELP YOU TO 
ATTEND MORE MEETINGS?
We know that some members have difficulty driving to 
meetings especially at night or because of ULEZ.  So, if 
you would like help, please let me or another committee 
member know and we will see if someone could give you 
a lift. If you  can offer a lift, please let us know.

If you have a BLUE BADGE and your car doesn’t comply 
with the ULEZ regulations getting to the Gateway, there 
are relevant deals at https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/
ultra-low-emission-zone/discounts-and-exemptions#on-
this-page-0. Thanks to John Thei for finding this out.

This was a great day seeing their vast stock of 
wood and Les on very good form turning a number 
of different pieces and seeing friends. I got some 
offcuts for vases at Horatio’s Garden and two sample 
pieces of Mopane for Robert Bigio, the flute maker 
who spoke after the Middlesex club AGM a few years 
ago. As he put it not many timbers besides African 
Blackwood can cope with hot wet air being blown 
into it without causing splitting etc. 

Generally they sell the timber with a bar code with 
a list nearby of the price or it is weighed at the 
sales desk by the very friendly team. There were 
some fabulous one off slices of wood for tables and 
decorative items at wallet emptying prices! 

They will be giving 50% off on all Mozambique 
Exotic turning blanks for both the online and in-
store purchases from May1-31 2026.

Special will apply only to the individual turning 
blanks, and not to variety bags and boards etc. No 
minimum spend or quantity is required to qualify 
for the special. Discount will be applied at the 

checkout of your basket, for online purchases.

I noticed these tools and were  told they were made 
locally in Mozambique where the timber is felled 
under controlled circumstances and the animals 
are protected. Such tools are used to make a similar 
vase which is about 12” high. Quite an achievement!
 
Gordon Cookson

DALMANN’S OPEN DAY 
LES THORNE
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Middlesex Woodturners Association

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke 
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach
Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto

Webmaster: Tony Champion
Committee Members:
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
Peter Russell
David Wilks
Josh Pinto

MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2023

January 17th Chris Bentley

February 21st TBA

March 21st Workshop

April 18th Robert Sorby

May 16th  Workshop

June 20th No meeting

June 25th Seminar - Margaret Garrard

July 18th  TBA

August 15th Kevin Hutson

September 19th Workshop

October 17th Ben Dick

November 21st AGM

TBC Christmas Party

I have been to see the equipment for sale and the condition is very 
good, he also has a full extraction system and various woodworking 
tools, planes, chop saw etc also for sale. The workshop is located in 
Bedfont (near Heathrow) Please contact Alan if interested.

Poolewood 1000 lathe 12” throw £300 variable speed (with bench)
Various size interchangeable chucks for lathe, price to be agreed
Delta Scroll Saw £100, Hegner Multicut 2 Scroll Saw £150
Contact - Alan Feltz - 07787561767

FOR SALE 

Middlesex Woodturners Association
President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer: John Thei
Membership Secretary: Mike Bonnici 
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach

Committee Members:
Phil Jones
Callum Heatlie-Ball
Kieron Desmond
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
David Wilks
Josh Pinto

The Middlesex Woodturners Association now has a WhatsApp group! It’s a 
place for members to:

•	 Share your latest woodturning projects
•	 Ask for advice or tips
•	 Exchange ideas and inspiration
•	 Stay informed about upcoming events

Scan the QR code or follow this link and start chatting with your fellow 
woodturners! - https://chat.whatsapp.com/ITrAXquwzLv1bBytAeJV8E

PROGRAMME 2026

January 20th Jason Breach (IRD)

February 17th Workshop

March 17th James Burton

April 21st Workshop

May 19th Martin Saban-Smith

June 28th (Sunday) Andy James

July 21st Workshop

August 18th Stuart King

September 15th Workshop

October 20th TBC

November 17th AGM & Speaker TBA

December 15th Christmas Party


