
SEMINAR TICKET REMINDER
I hope you will book your 
ticket by Sunday June 14th for 
Sunday June 28th, details are 
in the Publicity Leaflet in this 
Newsletter.   

RNOH THEFT
Many thanks to Peter, David and Adam Blackie and 
Mark Aicowitz from H&B club, who have continued our 
rewarding sessions in April and May with the help of 
loaned or gifted equipment. One patient, who used to 
turn metal, hopes to join the Cheam club as he happens 
to live about 10 minutes drive from the Cheam club’s 
meeting Hall. I have asked the Cheam Chairman to look 
out for him in about a month or so.

Adam is hoping to get permission to take members 
from both clubs, who might be interested in joining 
the team to see in practice how this worthwhile project 
works. This includes the enjoyment the patients and 
their supporters get in making something and the 
pleasure that they can take home the finished item. 
The staff are also pleased to see this and the patients 
using different muscles. We get to see this as well as 
learning how to help people turn from a different angle. 

Ideally we have two tutors and one person talking to 
the patients family and their support workers as well as 
hospital staff, who come to see what is happening. 

SEMINAR REMINDER 
Please remember to bring the following items: 
Instant Gallery pieces (1–2 items). Please include 
details of the wood and finish on the provided cards. 
Graddage Trophy entry 
One unnamed piece made within the last year, this 
should be a well-finished, turned piece. 
 
You may wish to bring a cushion for comfort during the 
day. Fans will be available if needed. 
Partners and friends are very welcome to attend.

EAST LONDON SUNDAY EVENT
Their next Sunday demo is on Sunday 12 July with 
Gary Rance, I do hope to get there and see some of you 
there. 

SAFETY REMINDER 
It is recommended that Members should only use DVD’s 
and websites and their YouTube demonstrations  of 
recognised instructors rather than so many YouTube 
with their many dangerous practices. 

Gordon Cookson

TURNING
TALK

GREAT BARN
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MAY 
DEMONSTRATION

The latest club night was another well-attended 
and enjoyable evening, highlighted by an excellent 
demonstration from Martin Saban-Smith on 
woodturning techniques and design. Martin 
delivered an engaging and informative session, 
sharing his approach to form, finish, and tool 
control, along with useful insights drawn from his 
extensive experience as a professional turner. A full 
write-up of his demonstration will follow in a future 
edition of the newsletter.

The Show and Tell table was once again a real 
highlight of the evening, with this month’s theme 
of **candlesticks** producing a fantastic display. 
Members brought along a wide variety of examples, 
showcasing different styles, sizes, and creative 
interpretations of the theme. The standard was 

exceptionally high, and it was great to see so many 
variations and ideas on display.

As always, the evening provided plenty of 
opportunity for discussion and sharing of 
techniques, with members exchanging feedback 
and ideas throughout the night. The Show and Tell 
continues to be an excellent source of inspiration 
and learning for all involved.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to 
the evening, whether by taking part in the 
demonstration, bringing items for Show and Tell, or 
simply attending and supporting the club.

We look forward to seeing everyone at the next 
meeting.
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Dates for your diaries 2026
July 12th East Herts with GaryRance

July 25th - 26th COAM Heritage Crafts Weekend

August 29th - 30th Chestnut Woodturning Weekender, 
Swindon

Sept 26th - 27th COAM Harvest Festival

October 9th - 11th D&M Tools Show, Kempton Park

October 10th - 11th Festival of Woodturning, Stratford upon 
Avon

Oct 25th SAW Open Day

Oct 25th East Herts with Darren Breeze

November 13th - 15th North of England Woodworking Show, 
Harrogate

Training future turners
SEN SHEDS David Wilks

Many of you will have seen a article in the March 
edition of the AWGB Revolutions magazine about 
a new charity SEN-SHEDS that has been set up 
to provide training opportunities for youngsters 
with special educational needs. Evidently a very 
successful start for a worthy enterprise as can be 
seen from the smiles on the faces of the participants 
and the testimony of the children’s parents.

I have talked to David Weaver, the founder of SEN-
SHEDS, and was impressed with the intent of the 
charity to offer opportunity for youngsters who face 
real challenges in life to experience success, and to 
encourage youngsters to take up turning.

The pilot session in January  was sponsored by 
the the AWGB amongst others, but to expand 
the opportunity to other areas of the country the 
charity are looking to raise funds. This week, on 
social media (Facebook) they appealed to the 
woodturning community for donations of pieces  
that they could sell at the  Bentley Wood Fair in 
Sussex on 18th to 21st September. It’s a great little 
country show, so if you are down in East Sussex that 
weekend.

(https://thebentleywoodfair.co.uk) why not take 
look.

So, if you have a piece of turning that you can spare 
we would encourage you to send it to:

David Weaver
32 Greenfinch Way
Horsham
West Sussex
RH125HB
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Hillingdon Combined Arts 
Week
at The Great Barn Mike Bonnici

Once again, our club was pleased to support the 
annual Hillingdon Combined Arts Week held at The 
Great Barn in Ruislip. The event officially opened on 
Friday 22nd May with a launch ceremony attended 
by Hillingdon’s Deputy Mayor and continued 
throughout the week before closing on Thursday 
28th May.

As in previous years, the club put together an 
impressive display of woodturning, showcasing 
a wide variety of pieces created by seven of our 
members. The exhibits demonstrated the skill, 
creativity and enthusiasm that exists within the club. 
While some members were only able to contribute 
a small number of items, their participation was 
greatly appreciated and reflected their commitment 
to supporting both the club and the wider arts 
community.

A particular highlight of the week was the inclusion 
of our demonstration lathe. We were delighted to 
welcome back former club member Les Alexander, 
who generously gave his time to demonstrate 
woodturning techniques to visitors at The Great 
Barn. Les not only showcased his considerable 
skills but also entertained and engaged the public 
throughout the event, helping to raise awareness 
of the craft and generating plenty of interest among 
those passing through.
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The week coincided with the half-term holiday and 
was blessed with exceptionally warm and sunny 
weather. While this was wonderful for families and 
outdoor enthusiasts, it did mean that attractions 
such as Ruislip Lido and other local outdoor venues 
provided strong competition for visitors’ attention. 
As a result, visitor numbers at The Great Barn were 
lower than in some previous years.

Despite the reduced footfall and consequently 
lower sales, the event remained a worthwhile 
and enjoyable experience. Our dedicated team 

of volunteer stewards spent time chatting with 
visitors, answering questions about woodturning, 
and explaining the activities of the club. These 
conversations were warmly received, and we hope 
that some of those who expressed an interest in 
the craft may be encouraged to visit one of our club 
meetings in the future.
The club would like to thank everyone who 
contributed work, helped with stewarding duties, 
assisted with setting up and dismantling the 
display, and supported the event throughout the 
week. Although visitor numbers were not as high 
as we might have hoped, our presence at The Great 
Barn once again provided an excellent opportunity 
to promote woodturning, share our passion for 
the craft, and strengthen our links with the local 
community.

Events such as Hillingdon Combined Arts Week 
continue to highlight the wide range of artistic 
talent within the borough, and we are proud 
that woodturning remains an important part 
of that creative community. We look forward to 
supporting future events at The Great Barn and 
introducing even more people to the enjoyment 
and satisfaction that woodturning can bring.
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HORATIO’S
GARDEN David Wilks

May update

First, a big thanks to the members who generously 
gave two smocks and two aprons at the May 
meeting. We used them at Horatio’s Garden 
the next day and they proved very effective in 
protecting the clothing of the patients we were 
working with. We were asked to pass on the 
patients thanks to those who donated them, so a 
big thank you.

Herts and Beds managed find three replacement 
tool rests and have ordered a face shield and a pen 
mandril and are sourcing a second 4 jaw chuck. So 
we have nearly replaced all the kit that was stolen. 
The only item we still need is a small Jacobs chuck 
(1/4” -7mmm capacity) with an MT1 arbor. So if 
you have a spare one lurking in the back of your 
workshop that you could spare please let Peter 
Leach know.

This month we had three scheduled patients, two 
young ladies who had never seen a lathe before, 
and Russell who was back for a 3rd go as he had 
so enjoyed his first two sessions. One of the young 
ladies turned a multi sectional pen in her session 
with Adam Blackie and achieved a finish that 
was comparable to her very manicured nails. She 
was so happy that she asked to stay on and turn 
another piece with Peter, this time a bud vase in 
cherry. 

Peter also turned a bud vase with the other young 
lady who, although slightly unnerved by a couple 
of catches, persevered and produced a nice piece 
which she was delighted with. She even asked 
about suitable clubs close to her home in south 
London. So hopefully she will pursue woodturning 
in the future.

www.horatiosgarden.org.uk

Horatio’s Garden is a remarkable national charity 
that creates and maintains beautiful, accessible 
gardens in NHS spinal injury centres across the 
UK. These specially designed gardens provide a 
peaceful sanctuary for patients, their families and 
hospital staff during what can be a challenging and 
life-changing period of rehabilitation.

The gardens are carefully designed to be fully 
accessible for wheelchair users and hospital 
beds, allowing patients to enjoy the physical and 
emotional benefits of spending time outdoors. Each 
garden is staffed by a dedicated team, led by a Head 
Gardener, and offers a range of activities including 
gardening therapy, arts and crafts workshops, 
music performances and social events. These 
activities help improve wellbeing, reduce feelings 
of isolation and provide a welcome distraction from 
the hospital environment.

The charity was inspired by Horatio Chapple, a young 
volunteer who recognised the positive impact that 
gardens could have on people recovering from spinal 
injuries. Since the first garden opened in Salisbury 
in 2012, Horatio’s Garden has expanded across the 
country, bringing comfort, companionship and a 
connection with nature to thousands of patients 
and their loved ones.

Today, Horatio’s Garden continues its mission to 
ensure that every NHS spinal injury centre has a 
thriving garden, helping people find moments of 
peace, hope and recovery when they need them 
most.
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Please also use our extensive Library of Books and 
DVDs, which we believe is the largest club library in 
the country and listed in the Members area of the 
website. The books are free with DVDs a £1 for a 
month.

The latest addition is MartinSaban-Smith’s new 
book, Woodturning Form & Formula. There is also 
The National Geographic’s The Golden Ratio applied 
to a wide range of situations and the Maths!

LIBRARY

Image by Lubos Houska from pixabay.com

OCTOBER 10-11TH - COMBINED ENTRY 
COMPETITION 

This is similar to the Daventry Group entry of the 
Fruit Bowl this   year, but it is specified that at least 
Five Members are involved. Should be no problem 
for us, as 13members made fruit!

We are considering ideas for our combined  entry 
competition on the theme of SHAKESPEARE. Any 
ideas would be appreciated and do come forward 
to take part and tell Peter.

DEMONSTRATOR DEMO ITEMS
 
These are available on https://awgb.co.uk/festival-
demonstrators. A website with the Demonstrators 
Names and their Demo items is being prepared. 
From experience it is very helpful to have it before 
going to the event to plan the difficult task of which 
demo to go to and when!

The Demonstrator Timetable without Demo items, 
Master Classes Application forms for the Draw 
for 10 places by June 30 after you have bought a 
Festival Ticket and Instant Gallery Rules are in pdf 
attached.

FESTIVAL OF
WOODTURNING Gordon Cookson
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Demonstrator: Andy James 
International Woodturner & 
Demonstrator
 
Projects: Andy will demonstrate 
a selection of his signature 
contemporary pieces, showcasing: 
 
Creative bowl forms 
Decorative and texturing techniques 
Colour application 
Design and finishing methods 
 
This promises to be an inspiring and 
informative day for all members & 
visitors.

ANNUAL SEMINAR
Sunday 28th June 2026

9.30 – 16.30

Gateway House, North Harrow Car Park, Pinner Road. Harrow HA2 7SY

A buffet lunch will be provided together with soft drinks.
There will be a raffle with some excellent prizes.

Tickets cost £25.00

Tickets cost £25.00 and are available online at: 
https://middxturners.com/clubevents/annual-seminar/ 

 
Any queries please contact treasurer@middxturners.com 
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CLUB COMPETITIONS
SHOW & TELL TABLE
We would love to see more members bringing 
along their work each month and to help build 
a strong sense of friendship and shared learning 
within the club. Remember, every turner started 
somewhere, and sharing your work can inspire 
others as much as it helps you. 
 
To encourage this, our monthly competition has 
now become a Show and Tell Table, with two 
sections: 
 
Beginners 
More Experienced Turners 
This is not just about displaying finished pieces—
it’s an opportunity to share your experiences. You 
may wish to discuss challenges you faced, explain 
how your piece was made, or ask for advice. 
Members often find these conversations some 
of the most valuable and enjoyable parts of the 
evening. 
 
Turner of the Year Award 
The Turner of the Year competition continues as 
a year-long award. Any piece you bring during the 
year can be included. 
 
Points are awarded across your best ten monthly 
entries, and the winner receives the Alan Spargo 
Shield, named in honour of one of our club’s 
founders. The aim is simple: to encourage 
everyone to take part and share their turning 
throughout the year.

Other Club Awards and Events 
The Graddage Trophy is awarded at the Annual 
Seminar Day for a piece made in the previous year. 
 
We will also continue to take part in the Team 
Inter-Club Competition at Daventry Woodworks 
in May and the SAW Open Day in October. Your 
participation and support are always appreciated. 
 
Please Bring Something Along 
 
Whatever your skill level, and whatever you have 
made—large or small, simple or complex—please 
bring it along to share. Your work helps inspire 
others and strengthens the spirit of our club.
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SHOW & TELL TABLE 2026

January 20th An Item of food as box

February 17th Apple/pear

March 17th Easter based turning

April 21st Natural edged bowl any size

May 19th Candlestick

June 28th (Sunday) Seminar/ Graddage Competition

July 21st Bird/animal any size

August 18th Pendant/earrings

September 15th Platter any size

October 20th November 5th, related

November 17th Something music related

December 15th Christmas tree ornament

Some of the items on display this month
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The Woodturning Weekender, organised by 
Chestnut Products, is back for another inspiring 
weekend of woodturning demonstrations, skills 
sharing and community fun. 
 
Dates: 29–30 August 2026 
Venue: The Dome Event Centre, Bawtry Road, 
Doncaster DN4 7PD 
 
This popular event brings together woodturners of 
all levels for two days of learning, inspiration and 
camaraderie. Whether you’re a seasoned turner or 
just enjoy watching the craft, there’s plenty to see 
and do. 
 
What to Expect 
Live demonstrations from talented turners 
throughout the weekend 
 
Practical clinics and advice sessions to help 
improve your skills 
 
Trade stands and exhibitors showcasing tools, 
timber and finishing products 

Tickets & Offers 
A range of ticket options are available, including 
single-day and two-day passes, plus a combined 
ticket with livestream access so you can enjoy 
highlights from home. 
 
New for 2026: 
Group discounts for 10+ attendees 
Free Under-16 entry with an accompanying adult 
Optional livestream upgrade for post-event 
viewing 
 
Partner Programme 
If your partner isn’t into woodturning, there’s an 
optional relaxed day trip to York — perfect for 
sightseeing, shopping and exploring this historic 
city. 
 
Accommodation 
A special hotel deal has been arranged at the 
Holiday Inn Express Doncaster, with negotiated 
room rates and free parking for attendees.

Woodturning Weekender 
Creativity in Doncaster 



www.middxturners.comwww.middxturners.comwww.middxturners.comwww.middxturners.com

CLUB T-SHIRTS
We have contacted the supplier for the club T-Shirts, if you are interested in getting one for yourself or a gift for a 
loved one, please contact Mike - secretary@middxturners.com who will act as the collection point for orders and the 
only condition is that we need an order of a minimum of £50.00.

Prices are: Sweatshirt - £23.88, Polo - £20.34, Hoodie - £39.24 & Smock Badges  Price TBC ( minimum order 10 ) 

All prices include VAT and there is a minor reduction for club logo only and no name.

Logo Size: Left Chest Logo 86mm wide  

CUSTOMER: Middlesex Woodturners DATE: 26 FEB 2024
EMAIL / PHONE NO: JOB NUMBER: HQ8808
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WHAT WOULD HELP YOU TO 
ATTEND MORE MEETINGS?
We know that some members have difficulty driving to 
meetings especially at night or because of ULEZ.  So, if 
you would like help, please let me or another committee 
member know and we will see if someone could give you 
a lift. If you  can offer a lift, please let us know.

If you have a BLUE BADGE and your car doesn’t comply 
with the ULEZ regulations getting to the Gateway, there 
are relevant deals at https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/
ultra-low-emission-zone/discounts-and-exemptions#on-
this-page-0. Thanks to John Thei for finding this out.
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Middlesex Woodturners Association

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke 
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach
Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto

Webmaster: Tony Champion
Committee Members:
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
Peter Russell
David Wilks
Josh Pinto

MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2023

January 17th Chris Bentley

February 21st TBA

March 21st Workshop

April 18th Robert Sorby

May 16th  Workshop

June 20th No meeting

June 25th Seminar - Margaret Garrard

July 18th  TBA

August 15th Kevin Hutson

September 19th Workshop

October 17th Ben Dick

November 21st AGM

TBC Christmas Party

I have been to see the equipment for sale and the condition is very 
good, he also has a full extraction system and various woodworking 
tools, planes, chop saw etc also for sale. The workshop is located in 
Bedfont (near Heathrow) Please contact Alan if interested.

Poolewood 1000 lathe 12” throw £300 variable speed (with bench)
Various size interchangeable chucks for lathe, price to be agreed
Delta Scroll Saw £100, Hegner Multicut 2 Scroll Saw £150
Contact - Alan Feltz - 07787561767

FOR SALE 

Middlesex Woodturners Association
President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer: John Thei
Membership Secretary: Mike Bonnici 
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach

Committee Members:
Phil Jones
Callum Heatlie-Ball
Kieron Desmond
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
David Wilks
Josh Pinto

The Middlesex Woodturners Association now has a WhatsApp group! It’s a 
place for members to:

•	 Share your latest woodturning projects
•	 Ask for advice or tips
•	 Exchange ideas and inspiration
•	 Stay informed about upcoming events

Scan the QR code or follow this link and start chatting with your fellow 
woodturners! - https://chat.whatsapp.com/ITrAXquwzLv1bBytAeJV8E

PROGRAMME 2026

January 20th Jason Breach (IRD)

February 17th Workshop

March 17th James Burton

April 21st Workshop

May 19th Martin Saban-Smith

June 28th (Sunday) Andy James

July 21st Workshop

August 18th Stuart King

September 15th Workshop

October 20th Nathanael Griffiths

November 17th AGM & Speaker TBA

December 15th Christmas Party


