
CHILTERN OPEN AIR 
MUSEUM HARVEST FESTIVAL 
EVENT SEPTEMBER 26&27 
SELLING EXHIBITION & 
DEMONSTRATION
A great opportunity for you to 
benefit from free access on 
the day to the COAM and other 

demonstrations and to help the club out by stewarding 
at the next event. This is because we  believe this 
could boost sales of members turned items . The club 
benefits from each item sold helping to keep the cost 
of membership low. As stewards you would be talking 
to visitors and who to contact .If you could steward for 
half a day this would help a lot. Please tell a Committee 
Member if you can help. See below for more details.  

PINNER ROTARY VILLAGE SHOW
We need two members to set up, exhibit and maybe 
recruit new members at this show. Please talk to Derek 
Pollecutt about what is involved as he is not available 
this year.

AV AND NEWSLETTER HELPERS
Due to a change in Josh’s circumstances, including 
changes to his working hours, he will have less 
time available for some of the club responsibilities. 

We are therefore looking for more members to 
become involved with setting up and operating 
the AV system at meetings and, from time to time, 
helping with the production of the Newsletter. 
If you would be interested in helping, even occasionally, 
please have a chat with Josh about what is involved. Any 
additional support would be very much appreciated.

SAFETY ADVICE
Everybody needs to be aware of the problems created 
by the dust, seen and unseen, in our workshops. There 
is a lot of advice in the Members section of the club’s 
website under Safe Working Practice and Risk 
Assessment. Also Record Power have circulated several 
emails on this topic, particularly referring to the unseen 
dust. See the article in the Newsletter.

STUART KING CLUB NIGHT DEMONSTRATION ON 
AUGUST 18th
Do come to this special event and a rare chance these 
days to see Stuart demonstrate. He is giving his Talk 
on the History of the Windsor Chair, which he gave at 
Wizardry in Wood last year and then after tea and coffee 
he will be demonstrating in his inimitable way. We have 
invited members of local clubs to come and I am sure 
you will make them feel welcome.

Gordon Cookson

TURNING
TALK

Martin 
Saban-Smith
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INVISIBLE DUST
THE HIDDEN WORKSHOP RISK

Gordon Cookson

A workshop safety reminder
We all know that woodturning creates dust, but it 
is the dust we cannot see that deserves particular 
attention.

Very fine particles produced by sanding, turning 
and other woodworking operations can remain 
suspended in workshop air long after the tools 
have been switched off. The smallest particles are 
particularly concerning because they are easily 
inhaled deep into the lungs and may be too small 
to see with the naked eye.

Wood dust is a recognised health hazard. Regular 
exposure can contribute to respiratory problems 
including asthma and irritation, while prolonged 
exposure to hardwood dust has also been 
associated with a rare form of nasal cancer.

For woodturners, this is an important reminder 
that a workshop looking clean does not 
necessarily mean that the air is clean.

REDUCING YOUR EXPOSURE
Good dust protection works best as a combination 
of measures:

Capture dust at source with effective dust 
extraction whenever possible.

Use suitable respiratory protection, particularly 
when sanding and when emptying or cleaning dust 
extraction equipment.

Consider ambient air filtration to help remove 
fine particles that escape the main extractor.

Keep the workshop well ventilated where 
appropriate.

Avoid sweeping or blowing fine dust**, which 
can put settled particles back into the air. A 
suitable vacuum is a better option.

* Remember that fine airborne dust can remain in 
the workshop after you have finished turning.

The Health and Safety Executive recommends 
controlling wood dust at source using effective 
extraction, with suitable respiratory protection 
used as additional protection where necessary.

FIND OUT MORE
This article was prompted by a more detailed 
feature published by Yandles, *The Dangers of 
Wood Dust for Woodworkers*. The full article 
explores the health risks associated with wood 
dust, the importance of fine particle sizes and 
practical approaches to reducing exposure in the 
workshop.

Yandles also provides further information covering 
micron and filter ratings, extractor types, airflow, 
hose and inlet sizes, and choosing suitable dust 
extraction equipment.

Read the full Yandles article at:

[www.yandles.co.uk/news/the-dangers-of-wood-
dust-for-woodworkers/](http://www.yandles.
co.uk/news/the-dangers-of-wood-dust-for-
woodworkers/)

For independent UK safety information, the Health 
and Safety Executive (HSE) provides detailed 
guidance on wood dust, its health effects, dust 
extraction and respiratory protection.

HSE Woodworking Guidance:

[www.hse.gov.uk/woodworking/wooddust.htm]
(http://www.hse.gov.uk/woodworking/wooddust.
htm)

*Source: Adapted from information published by 
Yandles and the UK Health and Safety Executive.*
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I was only able to attend the Chiltern Open Air 
Museum event on Sunday morning and early 
afternoon, but it was great fun to be part of the 
team with Peter, John and Gordon. I thoroughly 
enjoyed the camaraderie – and, of course, the 
discounted hot chocolate!

While making sales is important, it isn’t the only 
reason we attend events such as COAM. As a club, 
we also have an important role in promoting 
woodturning and introducing our craft to the 
wider public. Throughout Sunday, Gordon, Peter 
and John did a terrific job of talking to visitors, 
answering questions and sharing their enthusiasm 

for turning as the crowds steadily increased.

A massive thank you must go to Stuart, who 
effectively saved the weekend with his tiny 
headstock-only lathe, imaginatively mounted on 
a block of wood and accompanied by an equally 
individual collection of tools. The miniature 
turning demonstrations certainly captured 
people’s imagination and at times attracted quite a 
crowd.

Although I wasn’t there on Saturday, it was also 
very encouraging to hear that Callum, our youngest 
member, had been demonstrating to great effect. 
His outstanding off-centre turned duck was on 
display and proved a great example of the unusual 
and imaginative things that can be achieved on a 
lathe.

As the photographs show, the club put together an 
impressive and varied display of members’ work, 
despite Ben Dick unfortunately being unable to 
contribute on this occasion due to health reasons.

All in all, it was a very enjoyable event and another 
good opportunity for Middlesex Woodturners to 
represent woodturning as one of our Heritage 
Crafts, engage with the public and hopefully inspire 
a few future turners along the way.

And there was one final bonus for John and Peter 
– some free lime and oak timber that had just 
been felled at the museum. You can’t ask for much 
better than that!

Chiltern Open Air Museum
Heritage Crafts Weekend

Mike Wood
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Martin Saban-Smith
MAY DEMO Mike Wood

Martin Saban-Smith is a wood turner, teacher, 
designer and artist. Well known for his turning and 
colouring techniques and for having produced his 
own “Hampshire Sheen” range of wood finishing 
products aimed at the wood turning community. 
With his background in photography and design, 
he has written books, produced a magazine for 
the Register of Professional Turners and numerous 
videos on line to promote the craft.

On the night Martin gave us a well-planned 
demonstration of how to turn and colour a form with 
separate body, finial and foot. He encouraged us to 
always consider design before turning something. 
He looked around him and asked the question 
“How many things in this room were not designed 
before being manufactured? Martin strongly urged 
us to draw out our design before turning. Benefits, 
he suggested, include not wasting turning blanks 
you’ve paid good money for.

Martin himself gives a very great deal of thought to 
design for his turning, even having written a book 
on the subject, “Woodturning Form and Formula” 
which he’d brought copies of with him. He uses the 
Rule of Thirds, the Golden Ratio and pointed out 
how widely it applies. There was some discussion of 
work by different turners that meets these criteria. 
Martin has produced special calipers, which he also 
had on sale at the demo, to make it easy to plan 
work according to the Rule of Thirds.

Martin showed us his design for a turned form 
resembling a small urn or vase with a sycamore 
body and African Blackwood finial and foot.

In his book, the piece is entitled “Balloon objet d’art” 
and Martin describes it has having no function and 
being purely decorative.

In keeping with this, despite the interior being 
inaccessible, Martin nonetheless hollowed it out 
through the hole in which will be glued the spigot 
of the finial.

Martin then set about turning his piece, which 
enabled him to explain his approach to achieving 
turned shapes: convex and concave curves, short 
tapers and fine, small-scale forms in the finial and 
foot, as well as the hollowing mentioned earlier. 
Martin was clearly extremely well-prepared: his 
turning was proficient and flowing and he had 
pitched his demo at both beginning and more 
experienced turners.

Finally we came to the area Martin is perhaps best 
known for: colouring.

Dyes and stains

Martin prefers water-based dyes and uses his own 
Intrinsic Colours made by his company, Hampshire 
Sheen. He prefers water-based because they give 
you more time to blend than alcohol-based. Once 
he has blended several colours, he uses a hair drier 
to speed up
drying the dyes, cutting back the brightest colour 
with 400 grit abrasive before adding more.

Please note: this is a complex process and if you are 
thinking of trying it, I strongly urge you to follow the 
detailed explanation in Martin’s book. If you don’t 
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want to buy one, you will be able to borrow the 
club’s copy from our first rate library.

Martin’s important tip: Make sure you ask permission 
before using the hair drier!!

After the colouring, Martin applies aerosol cellulose 
sanding sealer, up to three coats. When it is dry he 
cuts back very lightly with 400 grit and removes dust 
with kitchen towel, with the lathe running. Some 
colour comes off on the paper but don’t worry - 
most of the colour has penetrated the wood.

Finally, Martin applies several coats of gloss spray 
lacquer cutting back every couple of coats to remove 
any “orange peel” effect and uses abrasive paste to 
achieve a high gloss finish.
A very professional, well-practised demo with no 

mishaps and a stunning demo piece at the end, 
delivered informatively and entertainingly.

And the finished piece:

Dates for your diaries 2026
August 29th - 30th Chestnut Woodturning Weekender, 

Swindon

Sept 12th Pinner Show

Sept 26th - 27th COAM Harvest Festival

October 9th - 11th D&M Tools Show, Kempton Park

October 10th - 11th Festival of Woodturning, Stratford upon 
Avon

Oct 25th SAW Open Day

Oct 25th East Herts with Darren Breeze

November 13th - 15th North of England Woodworking Show, 
Harrogate
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The next event that the Middlesex Woodturners are 
exhibiting is at the Chiltern Open Air Museum (COAM) 
on the weekend of 26th and 27th September (setup on 
the Friday 25th).

These exhibitions are an excellent way to showcase 
your talents as woodturners and also make money 
through the sale of your items exhibited. While we have 
a hardcore of regular exhibitors, we want more of our 
members to participate as exhibitors and to sell their 
spare turned pieces to join with the regulars. Label 
cards will be available at the August and September 
meetings. As an exhibitor or steward , you and your 
partner will have free entry to the Chiltern Open Air 
Museum for the duration of the event. Please ask for 
more information or encouragement to get involved.

To encourage new participants, there will be group 
tables for members who are submitting less than 6 
items. For your 1st submission for this table the 10% 
club commission will be waived. If you want advice as 
to what price to ask for, speak to any member of the 
Committee.

We also need help transporting equipment to and from 
the Museum. If you can help with this please contact a 
committee member.

If you feel like wearing the Club Shirt, this will add 
to our overall appearance at shows.  These can be 
obtained from Mike B asap to be in time for the 
September event. 

To be included as an exhibitor, please email treasurer@
middxturners.com. In return you will receive a sales 
sheet in Excel format. This sheet will need to be 
completed and returned to the treasurer at least 3 days 
before the event. You will also receive instructions on 
how to set up and a request to act as a steward. Full 
instructions are in the members area of our website.

MWA deducts 10% commission of sales proceeds to 
cover its costs, leaving 90% to be paid over to the 
exhibitor. Of this 10%, a quarter is paid to charity. Do 
not be put off if you only have a few items to sell as 
there is always room for them on the tables.

Looking forward to you joining us at this event.

CHILTERN OPEN AIR MUSEUM 
HARVEST FESTIVAL EVENT 
September 26th & 27th 
SELLING EXHIBITION & DEMONSTRATION
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CLUB COMPETITIONS
SHOW & TELL TABLE
We would love to see more members bringing 
along their work each month and to help build 
a strong sense of friendship and shared learning 
within the club. Remember, every turner started 
somewhere, and sharing your work can inspire 
others as much as it helps you. 
 
To encourage this, our monthly competition has 
now become a Show and Tell Table, with two 
sections: 
 
Beginners 
More Experienced Turners 
This is not just about displaying finished pieces—
it’s an opportunity to share your experiences. You 
may wish to discuss challenges you faced, explain 
how your piece was made, or ask for advice. 
Members often find these conversations some 
of the most valuable and enjoyable parts of the 
evening. 
 
Turner of the Year Award 
The Turner of the Year competition continues as 
a year-long award. Any piece you bring during the 
year can be included. 
 
Points are awarded across your best ten monthly 
entries, and the winner receives the Alan Spargo 
Shield, named in honour of one of our club’s 
founders. The aim is simple: to encourage 
everyone to take part and share their turning 
throughout the year.

Other Club Awards and Events 
The Graddage Trophy is awarded at the Annual 
Seminar Day for a piece made in the previous year. 
 
We will also continue to take part in the Team 
Inter-Club Competition at Daventry Woodworks 
in May and the SAW Open Day in October. Your 
participation and support are always appreciated. 
 
Please Bring Something Along 
 
Whatever your skill level, and whatever you have 
made—large or small, simple or complex—please 
bring it along to share. Your work helps inspire 
others and strengthens the spirit of our club.
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A big thank you to everyone who has been 
bringing along their work for our Show & Tell 
table. It’s always great to see what members have 
been making, share ideas and hopefully inspire 
others.

Please keep them coming! This month’s theme 
is Pendants & Earrings, so we’d particularly love 
to see any jewellery or small turned pieces you’ve 
made. However, all items are very welcome, 
whether recently completed, a work in progress, 
or simply something you’re proud of.

Bring it along and share it with the club!

Gian Carlo’s Fish & Callum’s Duck, both done on 
the lathe. 

Mike B brought in his walking sticks with some 
fine detail on the heads.
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SHOW & TELL TABLE 2026

January 20th An Item of food as box

February 17th Apple/pear

March 17th Easter based turning

April 21st Natural edged bowl any size

May 19th Candlestick

June 28th (Sunday) Seminar/ Graddage Competition

July 21st Bird/animal any size

August 18th Pendant/earrings

September 15th Platter any size

October 20th November 5th, related

November 17th Something music related

December 15th Christmas tree ornament

Please also use our extensive Library of Books and DVDs, which we believe is the largest club library in the 
country and listed in the Members area of the website. The books are free with DVDs a £1 for a month.

The latest addition is Conversations with Wood , The Waterbury Collection. There are so many ideas and 
styles to inspire you.

LIBRARY

Demo Day with The Blind Wood-
turner!

Greetings to all our fellow Turners and Woodies 
alike!

Please join us for another, free and fantastic 
demonstration by Chris Fisher, aka The Blind Wood 
Turner.

Event will start from 9am until interest fades. 
Refreshments will be available in the usual 
Dalmann fashion.

The demonstration will be held at the Dalmann 
Warehouse on the 22 August 2026. Unit 3, 
Rowdown Road,Upper Lambourn, RG17 8AB  
Telephone: 01488 73089 E-mail: info@dalmannuk.
com 
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The Woodturning Weekender, organised by 
Chestnut Products, is back for another inspiring 
weekend of woodturning demonstrations, skills 
sharing and community fun. 
 
Dates: 29–30 August 2026 
Venue: The Dome Event Centre, Bawtry Road, 
Doncaster DN4 7PD 
 
This popular event brings together woodturners of 
all levels for two days of learning, inspiration and 
camaraderie. Whether you’re a seasoned turner or 
just enjoy watching the craft, there’s plenty to see 
and do. 
 
What to Expect 
Live demonstrations from talented turners 
throughout the weekend 
 
Practical clinics and advice sessions to help 
improve your skills 
 
Trade stands and exhibitors showcasing tools, 
timber and finishing products 

Tickets & Offers 
A range of ticket options are available, including 
single-day and two-day passes, plus a combined 
ticket with livestream access so you can enjoy 
highlights from home. 
 
New for 2026: 
Group discounts for 10+ attendees 
Free Under-16 entry with an accompanying adult 
Optional livestream upgrade for post-event 
viewing 
 
Partner Programme 
If your partner isn’t into woodturning, there’s an 
optional relaxed day trip to York — perfect for 
sightseeing, shopping and exploring this historic 
city. 
 
Accommodation 
A special hotel deal has been arranged at the 
Holiday Inn Express Doncaster, with negotiated 
room rates and free parking for attendees.

Woodturning Weekender 
Creativity in Doncaster 
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CLUB T-SHIRTS
We have contacted the supplier for the club T-Shirts, if you are interested in getting one for yourself or a gift for a 
loved one, please contact Mike - secretary@middxturners.com who will act as the collection point for orders and the 
only condition is that we need an order of a minimum of £50.00.

Prices are: Sweatshirt - £23.88, Polo - £20.34, Hoodie - £39.24 & Smock Badges  Price TBC ( minimum order 10 ) 

All prices include VAT and there is a minor reduction for club logo only and no name.

Logo Size: Left Chest Logo 86mm wide  

CUSTOMER: Middlesex Woodturners DATE: 26 FEB 2024
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WHAT WOULD HELP YOU TO 
ATTEND MORE MEETINGS?
We know that some members have difficulty driving to 
meetings especially at night or because of ULEZ.  So, if 
you would like help, please let me or another committee 
member know and we will see if someone could give you 
a lift. If you  can offer a lift, please let us know.

If you have a BLUE BADGE and your car doesn’t comply 
with the ULEZ regulations getting to the Gateway, there 
are relevant deals at https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/
ultra-low-emission-zone/discounts-and-exemptions#on-
this-page-0. Thanks to John Thei for finding this out.
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Middlesex Woodturners Association

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke 
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach
Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto

Webmaster: Tony Champion
Committee Members:
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
Peter Russell
David Wilks
Josh Pinto

MIDDLESEX TURNERS - PROGRAMME 2023

January 17th Chris Bentley

February 21st TBA

March 21st Workshop

April 18th Robert Sorby

May 16th  Workshop

June 20th No meeting

June 25th Seminar - Margaret Garrard

July 18th  TBA

August 15th Kevin Hutson

September 19th Workshop

October 17th Ben Dick

November 21st AGM

TBC Christmas Party

I have been to see the equipment for sale and the condition is very 
good, he also has a full extraction system and various woodworking 
tools, planes, chop saw etc also for sale. The workshop is located in 
Bedfont (near Heathrow) Please contact Alan if interested.

Poolewood 1000 lathe 12” throw £300 variable speed (with bench)
Various size interchangeable chucks for lathe, price to be agreed
Delta Scroll Saw £100, Hegner Multicut 2 Scroll Saw £150
Contact - Alan Feltz - 07787561767

FOR SALE 

Middlesex Woodturners Association
President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer: John Thei
Membership Secretary: Mike Bonnici 
Programme and events Organiser: Peter Leach

Committee Members:
Phil Jones
Callum Heatlie-Ball
Kieron Desmond
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
David Wilks
Josh Pinto

The Middlesex Woodturners Association now has a WhatsApp group! It’s a 
place for members to:

•	 Share your latest woodturning projects
•	 Ask for advice or tips
•	 Exchange ideas and inspiration
•	 Stay informed about upcoming events

Scan the QR code or follow this link and start chatting with your fellow 
woodturners! - https://chat.whatsapp.com/ITrAXquwzLv1bBytAeJV8E

PROGRAMME 2026

January 20th Jason Breach (IRD)

February 17th Workshop

March 17th James Burton

April 21st Workshop

May 19th Martin Saban-Smith

June 28th (Sunday) Andy James

July 21st Workshop

August 18th Stuart King

September 15th Workshop

October 20th Nathanael Griffiths

November 17th AGM & Speaker TBA

December 15th Christmas Party


